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TH£ COSSACKS 

Aim 

THE CAUCASUS. 
PART 1. 



CHAPTER I. 

Stay at Kertch — General Anrep— The TJbiclies — Captivity of 
Baron Tomau among Them — Storimng of the ICus&iau 
Fortress Michailoff — Anrep's Expedition against the 
Ubiehfis— The ]>eath <tf Ali Okn— life at tbe Outpoita^ 
GiiQaaaian Slare l^rade. 

At the end of February, 1843, I was staying 
in the Crimean town of Kertchi situated on 
the straits, uniting the Black Sea and the Sea 
of Azof, It is a new, regularly built^ airy, 
and pleasant town, containmg more than ten 
thousand inhabitants, enlivened by trade and 
shipping, and especially interesting on account 
of the remarkable antiquities that have been 
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discovered in its immediate neighbourhood. 
Archaeologists are of opinion that this place 
was the residence of the Pontian King, 
Mitbridates; and though not a stone of the 
old city has been left standing, or even lying 
on the sur&ce of the grouDd, their opinion is 
strongly confirmed by the number of splendid 
antiquities that have been discovered in va- 
rious mounds in the neighbourhood of Kertch, 
containing coffius, ornaments, coins, and 
arms. 

The territory of the Tchemomorski, or Black 

Sea Cossacksj is ooly separated from Kertch 
by a narrow s^t» which a vessel can cross 
with a favourable wiud, in an hour. Although 
the weather was very unpropitious on my arri- 
val at Kertch, and violent storms were sweeping 
over the Black Sea, whilst heavy clouds were 
obscuring the horizon, I was able to distinguish 
from the coast by the roads, the hills that 
surround the Cossack town of Taman on the 
opposite shore. But the passage was rendered 
dangerous on account of the heavy sea; and 
no mariner could be found who would uDder<- 
take to transport my carriage across the straits 
to Taman. I was, however, in some degree 
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reooDoiled to this deteatioD^ by the kindness * 
and civility that I experienced at the hands 
of General Anrep^ and of the Governor of 
Kertch, Prince Kergeolizeff. 

General Anrep,'^ Commander-in-chief of 
the Russian forces on the Circassian coast, 
18 a man of German descent, about forty 
years old, with a noble and intellectual 
countenance. He has inhabited the territory 
of the Caucasus for several years, has 
shared in most of the expeditions against the 
mountaineers during that time; knows the 
country and the customs of its inhabitants; 
and was, consequently, in a position to give 
me much useful counsel relating to the best 
mode of travelling in the dangerous countries 
on the Kouban and Terek. The General po- 
litely offered me a |dace on his war steamer, 
in which, on the return of fine weather, he 
was about to make a journey of inspection 
along the whole Circassian coast, from Aoapa 
to Suchum-Kaleh. I was for sonie time doubt- 
fid if I should accept the kind offer of General 

• General Anrep served in the cainpaign of Hungary, 
• 1849, aiid was deleated bj Omar Pacha, at Gitate, Jauoaiy, 
iS54.— ^. 
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Anrep, but I was ultimately induced to decline 
itf from my strong desire to become acquainted 
with the district of the Kouhan, where the war 
continued to rage with undiminished fury 
between the Circassians and the Cossacks, whilst 
along the coast of the Black Sea, for some 
years past, the attacks of the Circassians on the 
fortresses^ and the expeditions of theRussians into 
the mountains, have almost ceased. Meanwhile, 
the tempest continued to roar unceasingly, the 
heavens were as dark as ever, and Ihe angry 
surges of the Euxine lashed the rocks of the 
coast with their breakers, the steppes were all 
under water, aod resembled a wide lake, and 
on all hands, inteDigence readied us of no* 
merous shipwrecks. 

We spent the inhospitable evening,- most 
comfortably by the tea-kettle. General 
Anrep listened with interest to my des* 
criptions of military life iii Algeria, and to 
my account of the storming of Constantina, 
which I witnessed in 1837. After the 
conclusion of my story, he proceeded in his 
turn to narrate some of the most stirring 
episodes of the war in the Caucasus, espedaUy 
the recent severe conflicts between the Russian 
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Expeditionaiy Corps, commanded by the 

General in person, and the mountaiaeers of the 
neighbourhood of Sotsch and Ardler, or Ardiller. 

Bodenstedt, who passed only a few hours at 
the Fort of Sotscha, in 1845, describes it as 
situated on the coast of the Ubich territory, 
and generally mentioned by the name of Na- 
waginskoje, in the Russian maps. But the 
German poet was obliged by circumstances to 
reside at the neighbouring port of Ardiller, 
(called in Russian: Krepost Sviatago Dacha— 
the Fort of the Holy Gliost) for more tlian a 
week. He says that nothing contributed so much 
as this visit to open his eyes to the real condition 
of the Circassians. The commandant of the for- 
tress, Swan Bey, though a Dschigeth by birth, 
was a major in the Russian service. Having 
been cast by strange accidents, in his youth, * 
into the Russian service, he had enjoyed the 
advantages and privileges of a military educa- 
tion at St. Petersburg, had passed his examina- 
tion as an officer, and had been sent to the 
Caucasus, where, after some years, he had been 
promoted to the rank of major. He had fought 
with distinction against the Tschetschensians, 
and the people of Daghestan, but nothing could 
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ever induce him to fight against his own 

country. He had so cuoipletely gained the 
confidence of the Russians^ that they had ap- 
pointed him Governor of the Fort of Ardiller, 
on the Dschigeth coast. It was his chief aim 
in this position, to maintain a good understand- 
ing between the Russians and the Dschigeths^ 
and he seems to have been held in equal esteem 
by both people- 
It is partly excusable that Swan Bey regarded 
the Russians as the greatest, the most power- 
ful and cnliglitoncd people in the world, as 
he knew nothing of the Western Powers, 
and with this conviction, he strove honestly 
to impart to his countrymen the blessings 
of Muscovite civilization. From this man, 
Bodenstedt learnt many particulars relating 
to the tribes. He also met there a Polish 
engineer officer, a man who, like Ulysses, had 
seen many lands and people, and who had a 
highly-cultivated mind. This gentleman had 
been exiled for twelve years to the Abchasian 
and Adigh^ territory, and had collected much 
useful information relating to the mountaineers, 
whose language, according to Swan fiey, he 
spoke with astonishing correctness. 
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Captain X was neither the first nor the 

last of his people whom Bodenstedt met in 
Ptx>methean exile, in the Caucasus; by avoid- 
iag ail political allusions, the German poet soon 
won the esteem, confidence, and gratitude of the 
unhappy man. His dark, heavy eye, and fur- 
rowed brow told more than words could have 
done. Their conversation revolved exclusively 
on the Circassians. 

The inhabitants of Abchasia and Dschi- 
geth call themselves, in -their own language, 
Apma, and the territory along the coast, Apsne. 
They are dassed into princes, noblemen, and 
peasants. The princes have been called, since 
the sway of the Geoi^ians, Thawadi; the 
nobleinen, Amystha. From Gagra to Sotscha 
the inhabitants call their country Chalcis, t. e. 
" this side the mountains," in contrast with 
Alan, or " the other side the mountains.'* 

The name Dschigeth is a corruption of the 
word Dschigith, which, according to Swan 
Bey's explanation, means, in their language, a 
dexterous cavalier or knight. The Russians 
have formed two other names out of this— 
4sypyM0Baii^ (Dschighitovatj), and 4^pyM0BKa 
(Dsehigitovka). The Line Cossacks use the 
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first word to signify a roan skiDed in roilitary 

horsemaDship, y^bilst the last is a word of 
command in pursuing tbe enemy. 

Ardiller has derived its name from the 
princely race of Ardil^ which once resided in 
this district, but has lived scattered in the in- 
terior since the occupation by the Russians. 
The old name was applied to the new fort by 
the mountaineers, whilst the Russians, with 
customary devotion, gave it the appellation 
of Fort of the Holy Ghost, reminding us 
of the Spaniards subjugating the Indians in 
the name of the ever-blessed Trinity. The 
river which flows into the sea at Ardiller, is 
called by the natives Mdsym. The term 
Mdsymtha, with which it is erroneously desig- 
Dated in maps, agnifies origbally the temtoiy 
lying on the Mdsym. 

The more eminent of the Dschigeths, or 
Tschigetians, acknowledge Islam, whilst the 
majority of the inhabitants profess a Paganism, 
retaining, apparently, many traces of primeval 
truth, and preferable to caricatures or muti- 
lations of Christianity and Mohammedanism. 

The Western Caucasus and the Pontian 
coast, from the mouth of the Kouban to that 
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of the RioUy is inhabited by highland tribes^ 
which are geaeraUy known by the common 
name of Ciicassians, but which present marked 
differences as regards language* The Adigh^ 
are the niost numerous of these tribes, residing 
on the left bank of the Kouban^ as far as the 
district where the Russians have built the Fort 
Golovinski. These are the people who are 
especially distinguished among the Russians, as 
well as the Turks, by the name of Circassians, 
a term of Turkish origin, unknown to the in* 
habitants themselves. According to Klaproth, 
the word means highwayman, or robber. More 
to the south-west, the coast chain of the Cau- 
casus is inhabited by two tribes, which are 
ahuost entbely unknown to us — ^the Ubiches 
and the Tschigetians. Though the dialects 
spoken by the two latter tribes differ from those 
of their neighbours, the Circassians' and the 
Abchasians, they still appear to belong to the 
same stock of languages. The Caucasian 
tribes use mutually, as a common vehicle of 
their ideas, the Tartaro-Turkish dialect, which 
is understood by most of the inhabitants along 
the coast of the Caspian and Black Seas, and 
has answered the purpose of a commercial 
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medium, among these bordering races, since 
time immemorial. South of the Tschigetians, 
dwell the Abchasians, a numerous tribe, in- 
ferior to the northern and eastern Caucasians in 
patriotic and warlike spirit Then follow the 
Mingrelians and Guiians, handsome people, of 
peaceful disposition, whose language is related 
to the Georgian, and who, for the most part, 
consist of Christians. The Ubiches excel all 
the tribes now specified, in daring and bravery. 
They possess, m the highest degree, all the 
heroic qualities, and all the defects that charac- 
terize the population of the Caucasus — ^love of 
freedom, a fiery spirit, a chivalrous passion for 
adventures, for the dash of arms, and for glory, 
which their bards celebrate on their two- 
stringed lyres, and immortalize through tradi- 
tion. 

They are, however, at the same time, as 

severe to their prisoners, as rapacious, as 
revengeful and treacherous as the Circassians. 
The interior of the territory of the Ubiches 
is still a real terra incogniUL The large map 
of the Russian General Staff leaves a complete 
blank space between the mountains from which 
the river Mazumta descends to the Black Sea, 
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and the district of the Circassian tribe of the 
Shapsooks. Even the direction followed by the 
central chain of the Caucasus in this territory, 
which Has never been penetrated by a Russian 
column, is perfectly unknown. 

Only two Europeans have remained for any 
space of time in the territory of this singular 
people. The wdl-known Englishman, Bell, the 
proprietor of the 'Vixen,' spent some time 
among the Ubiches in the neighbourhood of the 
coast Only one European, Baron von Turnau, 
Adjutant of General Gurko, succeeded in 
penetrating into the interior of the Ubich 
territory^ though under very distressing cir- 
cumstances. Russian officers, who have learnt 
the dialects^ are occasionally ordered by the 
Emperor to reconnoitre those regions as scouts, 
partly in order to undertake the topographical 
survey of a district still entirely unknown to the 
Russians, partly to examine the strength, in- 
stitutions, mode of life, and temperamtnt of 
those tribes which have no intercourse with the 

« 

Russians. These are very dangerous missions 
which seldom succeed. 

A short time before my arrival on the Terek, 
foiir Russian officers of the General Staff had 



Digitized by Google 



THE COSSACKS 



been dispatched as explorers^ into different 

districts of Lesghistao. They had adopted the 
Circassian costume, and were accompanied by 
natives in Russian pay. Only one of these 
Russian officers ever returned ; the three others 
had been recognized and put to death. Baron 
Turnau was a long time preparing for his 
dangerous mission. He gave a brown tiilt to 
his face, and transformed his beard to the shape 
usual with the natives. He also endeavoured to 
learn the language of the Ubiches. But as the 
rough pronundation of several of its words is 
quite unattainable, Baron Turnau agreed with 
his guide that the latter should lead him about 
the country as a deaf mute. 

After these aifangements, the Russian officer 
started on his perilous journey, and wandered 
many days from tribe to tribe without being 
discovered But one of the works (noblemen) 
at whose house he slept, was initiated, for some 
reason, in the secret, and threatening the guide, 
the latter betrayed Turnau, who was immediately 
detained as a captive by the chief. The Ubiches 
demanded a cap full of silver roubles as his ran- 
som, from the Russian commandant of the 
fortress of Aidler, and when the latter dedared 
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that he was ready to pay the amount^ they 

raised their demand, and only consented to 
liberate their captive for a bucket-iiill of roubles. 
On hearing this, the Commandant thought it 
expedient to refer the matter to Baron Rosen, 
who was then Commander-in-chief of the army 
of the Caucasus, the matter was laid before the 
authorities at St. Petersburg, and the Emperor 
consented that the extraordinary ransom should . 
be paid, and the Baron liberated. But General 
Rosen represented to Nicholas that it would be 
fevourable to the Russian interest to suffer 
Turnau to remain some time as a prisoner in 
the Ubich territory ; for, in the first place, thm 
willingness to pay such an extravagant ransom 
would be a bad example, and the highlanders 
would henceforth ask the same sum for all 
officers who fell into their hands, instead of 
resting satistied with some hundred roubles as 
before; and secondly, Baron Turnau might 
have many opportunities as prisoner, of making 
tiseful observations on a country which had 
hitherto remained almost unknown, and thus 
his captivity would greatly enrich the meagre 
store of knowledge they possessed of that Cir- 
cassian tribe. 
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The youDg officer was actually sacrificed to 
this object with incredible heartlessness. He 
passed a melancholy winter in a painful 
state of captivity, tortured by cold and hunger, 
and condemned to the hardest labour as a slave. 
He made several unsuccessful attempts to escape. 
The chieflain, who had him in his keeping, to 
render every attempt at escape impossible, shut 
him up in a cage which was partially sunk below 
the surface of the ground, and was moreover 
so narrow that the prisoner could ndther stand 
up right, nor lie extended in it. 

Baron von Turnau Ungered on in this dis- 
tressing captivity, and at length fell dangerously 
ill, and suffered the most excruciating pains 
without the hard hearts of his jailors being 
touched with pity at the sight of his sufferings. 
His sleepless nights in his cage were not 
solaced by the visit of a ministering angel» sudi 
as is described by rouschkin in his cekbrated 
poem where he represents a Circassian maiden 
breaking the fetters of her hero whom she 
restores to liberty* Many Russian prisoners 
have, however, had the good fortune to meet 
with female devotion and love in the Circassian 
uplands» and have ultimately eloped with their 
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wngeU to the Russian lines. Poor Baron Tumau, 

who resembled a mole driven back and blockaded 
in its hole, where the very clothes on his back 
rotted and fell off, was not fortunate enough to 
excite any tender passion in an Ubich maid, and 
he would probably have ended his life in pribon, 
without the compensation of a romantic adven- 
ture, had not a lucky accident rescued him 
from his bondage. The chieftain into whose 
hands he had fallen, having deeply aggrieved 
one of his retainers, the latter resolved to have 
his revenge. One day, when all the household 
were engaged out of doors, this man murdered 
his master, liberated the prisoner from his cage, 
fastened him on his saddle with ropes, because 
the invalid, who was covered with sores, could 
not sit upright from weakness, and dashed away 
witii him full gallop from the spot. In one day, they 
accomplish^ eighty versts. They happily escaped 
their pursuers, and reached the fortress of Ardler. 
Baron Turnau, who only saw a very small 

* 

portion of the district, describes Ubichia as one 
mass of steep mountains, presenting the wildest 
features of the Caucasian region. Immense 
primeval forests clothe the slopes of the moun- 
tains on the side of the Euxine. The Alpine 
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torrents rush down the deep ravines and chasms, 
and sweep mighty blocks of rock along with 
them, and soaring above the woody zone, the 
sammits of the highest chain tower aloft, covered 
with eternal snows. He represents the situation 
of the native villages as inaccessible, most of 
them being either hidden in the bosom of the 
thickest forests, or perched like eagle's nests on 
the rocky declivities at the edge of the chasms. 

Four Russian fortresses wm stormed in 1 840, 
by the united Circassians, Ubiches and Tschi- 
getians. This was one of the most brilliant 
triumphs ever achieved by the mountaineers 
over their foes. Nevertheless, the Circassians 
themselves admit that the defence was desperate. 
The victors paid so dearly for their conquest, 
that for several years they lost all appetite for 
renewing their attacks on the Russian forts. 
Nor would their assaults have probably suc- 
ceeded, had not severe disease raged among the 
garrisons, and sordy reduced them in 1839- 
1840. As no transports venture to navigate 
the Black Sea during the winter season, the 
Russian forts are obliged to dispense with fresh 
provisions, and to rest satisfied with salt meat 
during hve months. Besides intermittent fever, 



Digitized by Google 



AND THB CAUCASUS* 17 



these garrisons are frequently visited with a 
eutaneoiis disorder, resembUiig the scurvy, and 

even if the mortality should not be very great, 
the body is so debilitated by this makdyy that 
during a convalescence of many months, the 
invalid is scarcely able to lift his arms. The 
Circassians had obtained intelligence of the 
wretched state of these garrisons, through some 
Polish deserters. A great meeting was held in 
the mountains, and was attended by sevml of 
the most eminent chieftains of the Ubiches and 
Tschigetian& It was resolved by a majority of 
votes, to attadt the four Russian forts, and they 
were only to use the schaschka (long sword) 
without firing a shot. It is a usual practice 
with the Caucasian tribes on similar occasions, 
for a picked body of enthusiastic warriors, to 
devote themselves to death, with the most 
solemn oath, and to vow that they will never 
show their back to the enemy. These daring 
champions always range themsdhres at the head of 
the troop, in order that their heroic example may 
excite the emulation of even the most sluggish, 
and that their death may entail on their relatives 
and friends the duty of revenge. Fanatical 
warriors of this description have been the ready 

VOL. !• C 
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instrumeoU with which Guz Beg» Mausur Bey, 
and Dschimbulat among the Circassians, 
Hadschi-Dokum-Oku among the Ubiches, 
Chasi-MoDah and Schamyl, in the Eastern 
Caucasus, among the Tschetschensians^ have 
achieved their most splendid victories over 
the Russians. 

On the occasion of the meeting to which we 
have previously adverted, and which was held 
in the Schapsook territory, a hundred of these 
Caucasian knights, induding boys and grey- 
beards, swore to take the fortresses, or to fell 
sword in hand on their walls, and they kept 
their word. Fort Michailoff made the most 
determined resistance of all. Out of five 
hundred men composing its garrison, only 
about one third had retained their health and 
vigour ; the remainder were on the sick list, or 
convalescents. But when the wild war cry of 
thousands of foes rang through the hills and 
woods, and announced its imminent danger to 
the garrison, the very soldiers who were prostrate 
in the hospital, from an attack of fever, jumped 
up» and crawled as well as they could, gun in 
hand, to the walls. Wiiilst the commandant 
called upon the soldiers to offer up the last drop 
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of their blood to the £mperor» in the defence of 
the fort, the old Pope indted them to fight till 
they fell in the contest against infidels. Ue 
administered the sacrament to them, stood in 
the midst of them holding the crucihx, and was 
one of the first to fall from the rampart» mortally 
wounded by a Circassian bullet. 

The devoted band of highhnders, who had 
sworn to conquer or die, had already clambered 
up the walls, but most of them were tumbled 
back again into the ditch, struck with bullets, 
or bayonet thrusts, though they always sold 
their life very dear. Their corpses formed a 
bridge for their comrades, and the walls were 
carried after a fearful slaughter, whereupon the 
Russians retired, fighting, into the block-house, 
or inmost defence. Here the commandant 
collected his men, and requested one of them to 
volunteer to blow up the fort, if the most de- 
termined resistance should be of no avail. A' 
soldier named Archipp-Ossipoflf pronounced 
himself ready to do the work, and was sent to 
the powder-magazine with a burning match. 
After the last defences had been stormed, and 
whilst the Circassians were celebrating their 
victory^ and conveying off captives and plunder, 

c 2 
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the explosion took place. Most of the building 
flew into the air, and many hundred mutilated 
corpses were scattered in all directions — Rus- 
sians and Circassians finding a conmion grave 

among tiie smoking ruins of the captured fort. 

Only eleven Russians survived out of the whole 

five hundred ; and after being dragged into 
captivity in the mountains, they were eventually 
ransomed. On their return, they related the 
dreadful particulars of the assault, and of the 
catastrophe, which was a commentary on the 
burning of Moscow. 

The intelligence of tlie loss of these four 
outposts escited much surprise and discourage-* 
ment in the Russian army, which had suffered 
unusual losses, in the same year, firom sick*> 
ness. The Emperor Nicholas was exceedingly 
enraged at their loss, and as, in such cases, a 
victim is always required to expiate the misfor- 
tune wiou|^ by the enem/s bravery, by the 
inroads of fever, or by the storms of the Black 
Sea, Lieutenant-General Rajewski, who then 
commanded the Circassian coast, was removed 
from his post, and was succeeded by General 
Anrep, who had remained in command of this 
district up to the time of my visit, though the 
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Commander-m-ehief of the Caucasus had been 

twice changed in the interim. An expedition 
was undertakeii by him, in Id4l»[again8l the 

Ublclics, vviiu had advanced to the shores of the 
Euxine. 

In October, 1841, a column of six hundred 
Russians assembled at the fortress of Ardler, 
accompanied by two thousand native auxiliaries, 
and subject tribes of Abchasians» Imeritians, 
and Suanetians. The latter are especially dis- 
tinguisbed, wnong «U the Caucasian uregukr 
auxiliaries, by the extreme beauty of thmr phy- 
sical organizatioQy and by their dexterity and 
bravery. The Suanetians are nominaBy Chria^ 
tains, their numbers amount to twenty thousand 
at most, and liieir language is reported to be 
connected with the Georgian. They iniaabit 
the highest Alps of the Caucasus, on the sou- 
thern side of the £lbruZ) and border on the 
Tartar tribe of Karatschais. Many expeditions 
of Russian columns against the hostile moun- 
taineers have been escorted by three thousand to 
four thousand of these native auxiliaries, who 
are of immeasurable service, from their expe- 
rience of mountain warfare, from thdr hardi- 
ness, bravery, endurance, and familiarity with 
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the country. The maiotenance of these corps 
is, however, very expensive to the Russians, 
because they only keep together during the 
expedition, and nothing but a handsome pe- 
cuniary offer can induce these poor moun- 
taineers to leave their homes to join the Rus* 
sian army. Each of these natives receiv^es a 
silver rouble and capital white bread daily, 
whilst he remains under the Russian colours ; 
whereas the poor Russian soldier, who under* 
goes the same hardships, and is equally exposed 
to Circassian bullets, must rest satisfied with a 
copper kopeck, and bread as black as a coal, as 
his daily pay and ration. 

General Anrep wished in the first instance to 
reconnoitre the road between Ardler and Sotsch 
(Sutscha) along the coast, without penetrating 
into the interior of Ubichia. The Ubichians 
and Tschigetians had collected an army of about 
10,000 warriors, and were expecting the Russian 
advance on their rocky fastnesses. After the 
skirmishers of the Abchasians, Suanetians^ and 
Imeritians, who formed the Rusrian outposts bad 
driven in the enemy lirom the nearest eminences^ 
the Russian column, which consisted almost 
entirely of infantry, began its march. There 
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ire no corps of Cossack cavalry in the forts on 

the Black Sea, because the transport of horses 
is troublesome; and the Cossacks, moreover^ 
accomplish httle in mountain warfare. 
' On the other hand, the column was escorted 
by some hundreds of Suanetiaos mounted on 
excellent horses accustomed to mountain tra- 
velling. A strong Russian squadron flanked 
the march of the column along the sea^shore. 
The ships of the hne were taken in tow by the 
steamo's, and were all to approach within half 
a cannon shot of the shore, because the expe- 
dition was favoured by the finest weather. On 
the second day's march, more energy was shown 
by the enemy, who evidently wished to entice 
the Russians into the interior. The Russian 
tirailleurs were driven m, and some diousands 
of Ubiches dashed into the Russian coluoin, 
sword in hand, and uttering fearful cries* This 
impetuous but disorderly onslaught was naturally 
broken by the strong line of bayonets that con- 
tinued to advance in perfect order. Many 
Ubiches bit the dust firom the continual rolling 
fire of the Russian muskets ; but many of the 
broad-shouldered Muscovites in their grey sur- 
touts were also laid low by the schascbka (sabre) 
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of the ftirious roountaiaeers. The contest was 
especially desperate wherever the hostile forces 
came to blows to save a wounded cbieftaia or 
carry off their dead^ 

It is a remarkable fact, that almost all savage 
tribes have a greater respect for their dead than 
civilized nations ; that the thought of mutilation 
or a grave in enemy's groimd fills these bar- 
barians with horror; whilst we view with 
comparative indifference the desecration of re* 
surrection-men, and the levity of the dissecting 
room. The Arabs and Kabyles in Algeria are 
known to encounter the greatest risks, and to 
make the greatest exertions to carry off their 
dead in battle; and in like manner the Caucasian 
tribes^ both Mohammedan and Christiani and 
even those who have only a faint gleam of 
rdigion, exhibit this disposition in a still 
ibtronger light. Even a dead slave is unwillingly 
abandoned to the ^emy by the Circassians 
and Ubiches ; and if they are unable to rescue 
the oorps^ they generally ransom it from the 
Russians. If we bear in mind the extreme 
penuy of these mountaineers, this sacrifice for 

the honourable treatment of their dead becomes 

quite affecting. If a Work (nobleman) or one 
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of their celebrated champions, or especially a 
Pschi (prince) ftlls in action, these highlanders 
%ht like men possessed, in order to save the 
body, without heeding the explosion of hand- 
grenades and shells whicb commonly cause them 
such terror. Numerous cases are on record, 
where hundreds of warriors have offered them- 
selves up in such cases to save a single corpse. 

One of the most renowned chiefs of the 
Ubiches is an old Pschi, named Hadschi- 
Dokhum-Oku, formerly a matchless hero in the 
handling of oold steel, but now bent with the 
hardships of war, and the weight of years. 
This old champion, who is never weary of 
preaching hatred and revenge against the Rus- 
sians in the Caucasus, fought, in the days of 
his prime, at the head of thousands who obeyed 
his word, while he himself achieved mirades 
of bravery with his pondt^ous sword. He often 
accompanied the forays over the Kouban, with 
a picked body of men, and was commonly one 
of the first to plunge with desperate fool-hardi- 
ness, into the thickest squadrons of the Tcher- 
nomorski Cossacks, and to measure the weight 
of his schaschka against the red lances of his 
opponents. He dew many foes with his own 
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hand; and his name is coupled with those of 
Gttz-B^, and Descbimbulat, among the first 
heroes of the mountains^ in the lays of the 
Kikoakoa,* who celebrate the gallant forays 
across the Kouban. 

The physical strength of the old hero is now 
broken; but when he heard of the expedition 
of the Russians against his native district, he 
assembled his relations, his friends and retainers, 
and went forth once more to battle, his body 
cicatrized with the scars of a hundred wounds. 
The Russian tirailleurs beheld the venerable 
form of the old chieftain on a precipitous rock, 
whence he surveyed the action, issued his 
orders, and feasted his eyes once more on the 
gallant actions of his sons and grandchildren, 
who assisted in this contest, with aU their slaves 
and vassals. The declivities of the Ubich 
mountains, facing the west, are partly clothed 
with magnificent forests. Ancient oaks and 
beech trees tower aloft above the pinnacles and 
buttresses of the grey rocks which they decoi^te 
with their verdure. 

Decayed wooden crosses are seen let into 

* The name of tbe GiroMmii bards. 
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some of the oldest stems, the relics of an 
immemorial age, or possibly the pious labour 
of the Georgian Queen^ Tamar, who is reported 
to have disseminated Christianity throughout 
the Caucasus, with her victorious arms. The 
English traveller, Bell, saw in the course of his 
adventurous excursions in Circassia, several of 
these crosses on the trunks of the oldest trees, 
and relates that some fanatical mollahs had 
once advised that these rdics, the symbols of 
the errors and superstition of their forefathers, 
should be destroyed ; but that the majority 
of the mountaineers, who reverence these crosses 
as holy mementoes of their ancestors, had 
vehemently resisted this suggestion. Ali Oku 
a grandson of the old chief, Hadschi-Dokhum- 
Oku, had posted himself, with his .warriors, 
by one of these oaks bearing the symbol of 
Christianity^ and defended the ground step 
by step against the Russians. 

The position was favourable; on one hand 
woody ground, on the other a precipice. The 
Russian commandant of the hill artillery, who 
accompanied the light infantry, caused two 
howitzers to play upon the spot where the 
Ubiches were congregated in dense masses* A 
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ball passed through the hollow stem of the old 
tree, the sjdinters flew about, but no person 
was wounded, and the old cross remained un- 
injured. A yeU of triumph was raised by the 
Ubiches, and rang clear and merry through the 
welkin. The cavalry of the Suanetians at- 
tempted an attack on the same spot« but the 
ground was too impracticable; the horse of the 
foremost trooper fell, and bore down two others 
in its My horses and riders both raUiug into 
the abyss below. Even the Imeritian and Ab- 
chasian irregulars M back from this spot, 
which the enemy defended with incredible rage. 
At length, a young Russian officer, in command 
of a company of tirailleurs, rushed forward im- 
petuously, followed by his men, with levelled 
bayonets. They were received with a volley ; 
the officer fdl wounded; the soldiers halted^ 
loaded their arms, and replied to the enemy's 
volley by another. The contest now raged 
furiously from rock to rock, from thicket to 
thicket, and was often settled by cold steel, 
while a perpetual dropping fire of musketry was 
kept up on all sides. The Russian skirmisheFB 

received reinforcements, and continued to ad- 
vance steadily; but All Oku still heki his 
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ground tenadofiuly in iront of the old oak. 

Grasping with his left hand the bark of the 
tree, and swinging his schascfaka with his right, 
he cheered on his men by his words and his 
gallant example. A Russian bullet passed 
through the heart of the young hero, who, in 
death, remained stiU standing, leaning against 
the oak, his corpse protecting the sacred tree, 
whilst its roots were sprinkled by his warm 
young blood. And then the lament of the 
Ubiches rose and resounded above the storm 
of battle, till it reached the ear of the grand- 
&tber, who, wearied by the &tigues of tbe 
march, was reposing on a rock. Wlien the 
melancholy news reached the aged chieftain, 
grief mastered the intirmities of years. Hadschi- 
Dokhum-Okn gathered up his last remnant of 
strength, and hastened, with his attendants, to 
the assistance of the wamors^ who were fight* 
ing with the Russians for the possession of the 
body. T^e oki man rushed into the thickest 
of tiie fight, like an old lion. The example of 
the venerable hero inflamed the courage of the 
Ubiciies. Hand to hand, and man to man, 
the mountaineers and the Russians contended 
in mortal a&ay under the shade of that hoary 
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oak ; the bayonet pierced the breasts of the 
chivalrous Circassians, and the keen and heavy 
schaschka spliiitered the thick skulls of tliu 
Muscovites; at length, the dearly-purchased 
victory remained with the Ubiches, and the 
corpse of the young chieftain was saved. 

Ali-Oku was only eighteen years old, and had 
a slight but heroic form* He left behind him a 
bride of fourteen ycai^, the diiughter of a Cir- 
cassian Prince, who had come to the help of the 
Ubich, with aU his people. The young bride 
awaited the return of her father in a neighbour- 
ing aoul (village), with her female relatives, 
expecting that he would bring back her young 
bridegroom with him, instead of which, she 
received the harrowing inteUigence of his death. 

One week later, the Russian squadron, on its 
return from Sotsch to Ardier, was sailing again 
along this part of the coast. A numerous 
meeting of natives was seen on the declivity of 
the mountain, where this severe contest had 
occurred, eight days before. AU the chiefs of 
the Ubiches, Circassians, and Tschigetians who 
had shared in that action, had assembled to 
testiiy their respect for the prince's nephew ; 
the old grandfather was standing in their midst. 
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The solemn oath by which they bound thcm- 
selyes to take a bloody revenge was renewed by 
these brave men in the sight of the Russian 
fleet. The lamentations and tears of the 
mother and bride of the departed were mingled 
and lost in the spirit-stirring songs of the bards» 
celebrating his gallant life beside his open grave. 
The young heir was buried beneath that symbol 
of the cross, which he had covered mth his 
body when he fell. 

On my return from Persia, I encountered in 
the Quarantine Office at Trebizond, Hadschi- 
Schem^Beg, a work of the Ubiches and a 
relation of Hadschi-Dokhum-Oku. This chief- 
tain, who was making a journey to Constan- 
tinople in the interest of his countrymen, 
related to me the above episode of the war 
in Ubichia, with all the animation peculiar to 
these mountaineers. 

The distance from Ardler to Sotsch (Suscha) 
is only thirty versts* whidi the Russian ex- 
pedition accomplished in three days hard 
fighting. The march of the column was 
certainly impeded by the steep and woody 
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nature of the ground, but the prudent measures 
of General Anrep were able partiaUy to neutralize 
these obstructions. The auxiliary AbchasianSi 
SuanetianSy and Imeritians, answered the pur- 
pose of scouts, driving the enemy from their 
concealmeDt in the bushes and trees, while the 
Russian tirailleurs followed in their track. The 
regiments of the line forming the column fired 
over the heads of the skirmishers, and of the 
Caucasian auxiliaries^ and the giins and mortars 
of the naval squadron swept the tops of the hills, 
and every spot where a body of natives was 
seen to congregate. The continual broadsides 
of the men-of-war were of material assistance 
to the column, and several Russian officers 
assert that without their aid, this expedition 
might have terminated mifavourably to the 
Russians* 

On the third day, the contest became still 
hotter and more bitter than on the previous 
ones. The highlanders had lost many men, 
and were thus bound by the duty of retahation 
which is held sacred throughout the Caucasus 
to expiate the deaths of their slaughtered 
brethren, by an equal number of Russian 
victims, A clever manceuvre on the part of 
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the Muscovites destroyed the lives of many 
Ubiches. General Anrep caused a batalUon to 

be concealed in a ravine, and managed by hia 
manoeuvrii^ to force the enemy into this 

ambush. The Circassians finding themselves 
attacked in the rear, lost courage for a moment, 

fled to the higher mountahis, and contrary to 

their usual practice^ abandoned about a hundred 

bodies on the scene of combat. But they soon 
recovered dieir spirit, and pursued the Russian 
rear-guard fighting all the way till it reached 
the walls of Sotsch. The Russians themsdves, 
admit that their loss amounted to five hundred 
killed in these actions ; the mountaineers suf- 
fered principally from the broadsides of the 
squadron. After the determined resistance that 
the Russians encountered in Ubichia, they lost 
all desire of making any fresh attempts to 
penetrate farther into this unknown mountain 
region. The only advantage derived from this 
opemtion, was a mm accurate survey of the 
section of coast between Ardler and Sotsch. 
T%€ Rumofi general did not think it desirable 
to send back his troops by land to Ardler, but 
had them transported thither by the squadron* 
..Though the loss of the natives was, according to 
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all appearances, greater than that of the Rnsk 
siaosy yet the facts of the case prove that the 
expedition against the Ubiches, which is the 
last military operation of any importance that 
has taken place on the coast of the Black Sea, 
did not terminate favourably to the Russians. 

The foregoing details of the Russian expedi- 
tion against tbe Ubiches were related and con- 
firmed to me by various eye-witnesses of the 
events whom I niet, and witli whom I conversed 
at Kertch, and subsequently in the Caucasus. 
General Anrep's version of this military opera- 
tion, agreed with them in the most essential 
points, though it was naturally somewhat more 
favourable to the Russians ; and he dwelt with 
especial complacency on the beautiful manoeuvre, 
(his own device) by which the foe was taken in 
the rear, and lost many men. The Russian 
generals in the Caucasus readily inform strangers 
respecting their successful exploits and victories, 
but they observe a cautious silence relating to 
their defeats, and the gloomy future of the 
Circassian struggle. Formerly they were more 
communicative with foreigners on these points, 
and were glad of any opportunities of expressmg 
tbeir opuiions freely on these topics to strangers^ 
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provided they were not deterred by the stiff 
etiquette of rank, and spirit of caste which is in 
Russia such a serious barrier to all easy inter* 
course in society. Bnt since Count de Suzannet 
drew up a long article on the state of the Cau- 
casus, which appeared in the Revue des 
Deux Mondes," in 1840, this disposition has 
undei^ne a great change. In this article, the 
Count committed the indiscretion of intro- 
ducing oral communications of Generals Golovin, 
Grabbe, Rajewski, and Anrep, which were not - 
always fsivourable to the position of the Russians 
in the Caucasus, and compromised these 
gentlemen at St Petersburg. The Emperor 
Nicholas read tliese revelations of Count Suzan- 
net, was indignant at the unguarded statements 
of his generals, and sent the obnoxious number 
of the Revue des Deux Mondes " to General 
Golovin, who resided at that period at Titiis, m 
the capamty of Commander-in-chief of the army, 
accompanying the review with the earnest warn- 
ing that he should be more discreet in future in 
his communications with foreigners. Since 
that period, the superior Russian officers who 
used to be frank and communicative, have 
become very cautious in their expressions to 
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strangers. It is only among iha subordinate 
officers who do not bebng to the staff, that 

fortigaers can meet with men who give a correct 
picture of the state of the Caucasus, and who 
relate the military operations in which they 
haveshared) without disguise. I was fortunate 
enough to meet with a man of this stamp in 
* ^ * *^ and his attractive conversation whiled 
away the tedium occasioned by my detention 
through the continuation of had weather. 

The Russians possess, at present, seventeen 
strongholds on the east coast of the Black Sea, 
from Tainan to the borders of Guria. They 
call these strongholds kreposts^ which means 
fortresses, but they seldom deserve this appel- 
lation. Most of them con^t simple earthen 
parapets, a shallow ditch and a waH, behind 
which are built the barracks, the church, and 
the officers' dwellings. Hiese kreposts, which 
are almost identical with the French camps 
retranchh of Algeria, could not resist the 
assault of regular troops provided with artillery. 
But the mountaineers of the Caucasus, like the 
Arabs of Algeria, have it not in their pow^ 
to use breadiing batteries against them, and 
the earthen walls of the forts, furnished with 
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guns of heavy odibre, are a formidable obstede 

to the native warriors, armed with swords and 
muskete only. Some of IheM strongholds are 
built on rocks, and defended by nature. Their 
garrisons oommonly consist of 500, and seldom 
exceed 1,000 men. Life, in most of these for- 
tresseSy is indescribably monotonous and melan* 
choly. On the land side it is impossible to 
take a abort walk without imminent danger of 
your life, unless you are escorted by a hundred 
sokiiers. A mountaineer is sure to lie concealed 
behind every bush and on every rock, waiting 
day and night to send his bullet through 
the body of some unhappy pedestrian. The 
traveller, Dubois, relates that during his re- 
sidence in these forts, the windows were often 
smashed by Circassian bullets, which occasionally 
forced theur way into the udk-d^wnger of the 
ofiicers. 

The situation of the garrisons is somewhat 

more supportable in summer, because a Russian 
squadron cruises along the coast, and a regular 
line of steam- boats provide them with fresh 
provisions and various conveniences. The 
garrisons are enlivened by the arrival of news- 
papers and visitors, who place the unfortunate 
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victims in a state of spiritual comnnmioa with 

Europe and the civilized world; but the long 
winter, which lasts seven or eight m<mths, is 
a dreary season for the garrisons. The squadroa 
returns -to Sevastopol in October, and steam- 
boats seldom venture across in winter, on 
account of the furious storms and complete 
deficiency of good anchorage on that coast. 
During this season the garrison, lead a real 
prison life ; their food is salt meat; their occu- 
pation and diversion consists in looking at the 
snowy mountains or listening to the roar of 
the breakers. The officers obtain a slight 
mitigation of this captivity, in reading, whist- 
parties, punch, and the steaming tea-kettle; 
but the poor privates, who lie in wretched 
barracks which admit the chili mountain air, 
and who suffer from a real dt&dency of Aid, 
are in a most deplorable position. It is well 
known that after the suppression ef the last 
Polish insurrection, many young men, some of 
them belonging to the noblest famifies, were 
sent as private soldiers to the Caucasus and dis- 
tributed among various Russian corps. 

Let the reader imagine the misery of these 
unhappy youths; clothed in a coarse soldier's 
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coati groaning under an iron discipline, con- 
demned to oommon black bread and salt meat, 
immured in these solitary forts, amongst rough 
Rusrian peasants' sons as their comrades, from 
whom they are alienated by natural hatred, not- 
withstanding the affinit]^ of race. Can we 
wonder that many in this deplorable position 
resorted to sukade, the last expedient of despe- 
ration. Dubois, who generally conceals what is 
un&vourable to Russia in the Caucasus, relates 
that during his residence at tiie krepost Gagra, 
a Pole of the garrison jumped from the walls of 
the fort over the precipice and was dashed to 
pieces, that he might put an end to his 
wretched existence. Those Poles wiio tly to the 
mountains do not improve their lot thereby; 
they are condemned to slavery by a hard-hearted 
people, who are incapable of forming any dis- 
tinction between Russians and Poles. Indeed, 
life in the Caucasian mountains appears to be 
more intolerable tiiaa the hardships of a Russian 
soldier, for many deserters return of their own 
accord, though a barbarous and disgraceful 
punishment awaits them. In some fortresses, 
for example, Anapa, Gelendschik, &c., tiie lot of 
the garrisons is not quite so painful, because they 
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are not closely blodcaded therej and cany on 
some commercial intercourse with the neigh- 
bouring Circassian tribes ; but no description can 
give an idea of the desolate and irksome life 
spent by the garrisons of the forts Williaminoff, 
Lazareff, Suscha, Ardler, Gagra, and Pitzunda. 
In Abchasia the Russian fortresses can breathe 
a little more freely. The predncts of the fort of 
Kedout-Kaleh can be safely yisited to the dis- 
tance of some versts ; and on the coasts cf Min- 
grelia and Guria, the Russian garrisons are 
exposed to no other danger save that of a deadly 
fever* 

It is well known that the object of the erection 
of a chain of forts along the Circassian coast, 
was to extinguish all intercourse between the 
Turks and the tribes of the Caucasus. The 
Russians hoped that by cutting off all supplies 
of ammunition from the Circassians on the sea- 
side, it would be no very diflEksult matter to 
subjugate the mountaineers. They have been 
disappointed in this expectation, and the posi- 
tion of the Russians has not been improved by 
then* maintaining a body of fifteen or twenty thou- 
sand men m their diiierent posts along the coast. 

Every fort possesses some row boats^ which. 
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manned by Cossacks, coast aluug the shore, in 
fine weather, in sesrch of any little Turkish 
vessels that may have ventured thither. If 
they diBoover any, they land at night in the 
neighbourhood aad to set fire to them before 
the mountaineers can come down to help the 
Turkish crews. The Turks, who know these 
tactics of the Cossacks, do all in their power to 
withdraw their vessels out of the sight of the 
Russian row-boats, and to this end they fire- 
quently cover the whole of their craft with leaves 
and branches, and suspend twigs of fir to the 
masts to make the boats' crews fancy they are 
trees. 

If any credit may be placed in the statements 
of the Russian generals, the slave trade between 
Circassia and Turkey has almost ceased. But 
such is not really the case, and I obtained a cor- 
rect account of the real state of the case from 
well-informed men during my last residence at 
Trebizond. Hie trade with Circassian girls is 
still carried on as extensively as before, only 
it requires more circumspection, and is confined 
to the stormy winter months, lasting trom Octo- 
ber to March, during whidi the Russian cruisers 
remove from the hayenless coast The spectator 



Digitized by Google 



42 



THE COSSACKS 



is filled with astonishment on viewing at 
Samsun and Sinope the small ^agile barks in 
which the Turkish slave-dealers venture on 
their adventurous voyages during this most 
perilous season. These slavers commonly fur- 
nish themselves with a charter from the Russian 
consul for Kertch, under the pretext of shipping 
a cargo of corn at that place ; and they are pro- 
tected by this document if they fall into the 
bands of Russian men-of-war on the passage, or 
if they are cast away on the coast in the vicinity 
of the Russian fortresses. Unless they were 
provided with these charters, they would be 
treated as slave-traders by the Russian cruisersi 
and even transported to Siberia. The vessels 
they employ are so small, that if the sea is 
at all calm, and the shore flat, they can be 
drawn up on land. 

It is commonly assumed that these Turkish 
ships supply the Circassians with ammunition; 
but this is a mistake. The Turkish slave- 
traders very seldom bring any arms to the 
Caucasus, and these consist commonly of orna- 
mental arms as presents for the chief ; nor do 
they bring much powder, and only as a present 
to the princes and knights. 
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The Circassians will not engage in barter, 
and they only hand over their beauties for 
Turkish harems, against good bright silver. 
The tribes of the Caucasus are not deficient 
in fire-arms as well as kinschals and schaschkas 
(swords), and they find opportunities of buying 
powder and lead on all hands, even firom the 
Cossacks on the Kouban. It commonly takes 
a couple of weeks for the slave-traders to 
complete their arrangements with the Circas^ 
sians; the Konak answers the purpose of 
mediator. It is generally only the daughters 
of (pschilt) slaves, and tschofokotls (freed men), 
who are sold to the Turks; rarely does a work 
(nobleman) resolve to exchange his sons and 
daughters for shining piastres; yet this some- 
times happens. 

The girls conmionly leave their rugged moun^ 
tains and inhuman parents without much regret, 
because they have been carefully prepared for 
this forcible separation, by the splendid picture 
that their relatives give of the enjoyments and 
magnificence of a Turkish harem. Each vessel 
carries a full cargo of thirty or forty girls, 
who are packed close together like herrings in 
a tub, and submit with great resignation to the 
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distress of the sea-voyage, which they hope soon 
to exchange for the delights of the City of the 
Sultan. 

The capiaiDS are weD versed in aU the diarac- 

tmstics of the Black Sea. Once or twice a 
month in winter, a fresh wind blows down from 
the Caucasus, lasting generally several days con- 
secutively. The Turkish captains make use of 
this wind to get oif as rapidly as possible with 
their living cargo. They commonly transport 
the girls to Riseh, or to Sinope and Samsun, 
but never direct to Trefaizond, for the Rusmn 
consul there, M. de Gersi, keeps a tolerably 
vigikmt eye on the shippiiig; and though he 

may secretly connive at the trade, he will not 

suffer it to be carried on too boldly before his 

very face. 

It is computed, that, on the average, five out 

of six vessels accomplish theur mission. It is 
reported that during the winter from 1843 
to 1844, twenty-eight vessels undertook expe- 
ditions to the Circassian coast Out of this 
number, twenty-three returned without loss or 
hindrance ; three were burned by the Russians, 
and two foundered at sea with their cargo of 
beauty. A Turkish captain at Sinope related 
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to me the following story: — A few years ago 
OAe of these ahnre-sfaips sprung a leak in tbe 
open sea, just as a Russian steamer, coming 
from Bedout-Kaleh, happened to sail by. 
The TNirkish captain, who preferred the pros- 
pect of the cokl air of Siberia to that of 
drowning, hung out a signal of distress, and 
the Russian steamer came up to save the slave- 
ship and its living cargo. But so deeply rooted 
is- the hatred of Russians in the Circassian 
heart, that Uie noUe blood of tiiese maidens re*> 
belled at the thought of becoming the property 
of a Museovite grey ooat, instead of sharing the 
couch of a proud and luxurious Turkish pacha. 

These girls, who had taken leav« of their 
mountains without much emoticm, raised a fear- 
fill cry of ai^uish when the Rnssian ship drew 
nigh. Some jumped desperately into the sea, 
others plunged a knife into tbeir breast — death 
h&Bg more welcome to these heroines than the 
marriage-bed of the detested Muscovite. Never*- 
theless, the greater part of them were taken on 
board the Russian ship, and brought to Anapa^ 
whence the girls w^e forwarded to the land of 
the Cossacks, and partly granted as handmaids 
to the o&cers, partly distributed among the 
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Cossacks of the line. Only one single man of 
the Turkish crew came back, having succeeded 
in escaping from prison at Anapa, and in flying 
to the mountains. It is probable that the 
remainder were forced to make a pilgrimage 
to Siberia, for nothing has been heard of them 
since. 

Almost every Turkish and Austrian steamer 

that makes the passage from Trebizond to Con- 
stantinople, along the coast of Asia Minor^ in 
winter, has a number of Circassian girls on 
board. The Turkish slave-traders commonly 
bring their goods from Riseh or other harbours 
of Iissistan to Trebizond, and, to tranqufllize the 
scruples of M. de Grersi, the Pacha assures him 
that these girls come from Adschara and La* 
sistan* for the shocking practice of tradiiig in 
girls is prevalent also among the inhabitants of 
that part of the coast. In Trebizond they are 
handed over to the steamers as fore-deck pas- 
sengers. I once made the jouiney myself from 
Trebizond to Constantinople, on an Austrian 
steaai-boat, with a dozen Circassian girls. They 
were mostly children of from twelve to fourteen 
years of age, with liitercstiDg and noble featm^es, 
but very pale and thin, and a wild fire glowed in 
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their black lustrous eyes. Only two of them, 
who were miidh better dressed than the others 
and carefully veiled, showed a certain roundness 
of contour; they appeared eighteen or twenty 
years old. The Turkisli slave-trader devoted 
especial attention to the latter, and often brought 
them coffee, a luxury never enjoyed by the 
others. When I asked the Turk why this dis- 
tinction was made, he informed me that those two 
girls who had better dothing, were the daughters 
of noblemen, with beautiful rosy cheeks, and 
better fed than the others, and, consequently, 
they would fetch a higher price at Stamboul. 
He hoped to sdl the handsomest for thirty 
thousand and her compauiou for twenty thou- 
sand pastres. He spoke contemptuously of the 
others, and stated that lie should consider him- 
self fortunate if he could dispose of them at 
two thousand piastres (£16) per head. This 
Turkish trader was very richly attired in fiirs 
and silk, and, notwithstanding his vile occupation, 
he appeared a man of very sociable manners. 
He informed me, among other things, that since 
the occupation of the Caucasian coast by the 
Russians, his trade had become much more 
difficult and dangerous, but also much more 
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lucrative. At an earlier period^ when numbers 

of Greeks and Armenians were brought to the 
market at Constantinople, the handsomest girl 
never fetched above ten thousand piabtrcs , but 
now a well-fed rosy slave from Guria or Ads- 
chara, about tifteen years of age, could scarcely 
be obtained at Stamboul for forty thousand 
piastres. # ♦ « 

* * * The Black Sea had at length 
somewhat calmed down, and a sailor of the 
packet-boat knocked at my door to inform me 
that they were about to start. I found the 
good-natured captain waiting my arrival on the 
deck. A fresh breeze bore us swifUy away from 
Kertchj the rain continued to pour down, and 
I was forced to seek refuge in the cabin, where 
I met. some compensation for the unpleasantness 
of the weather in some capital caviare and 
Crimean wme. Though I retained very agree- 
able recoDections of the Crimea, yet 7 managed 
to leave it without shedding a tear, and I sailed 
away in a men)* mood for the Land of the 
Cossacks. 
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CHAPTER U. 

Scythian Storms — Cossack Comfort — Fanagorian Antiquities 
— Cossack Life — The Story of Wassily Iguroii', the Demou 
of the Steppe— Danger of a New Iiraption of Barbarians 
in the West. 

Father PROMiiXHEUS had really good cause 
to warn his liberator against the fierce blasts 
of the land of the mare's-milk-driiiking Scyths. 
I do not mean to doubt that the wandering 
demi-god stood very firmly on hk kgs, or 
that his entire frame was cast in a solid and 
povverful aiould. But if Hercules, on his 
pedestrian tour northwards of the Black Sea, 
encountered a Mardi gule, like that which I 
experienced on my arrival at Taman, he must, 
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at any rate, hare been famously shaken and 

weather beaten, if he was not blown straight 
away to the moon, as Frometheus feared to be : 

" Beware of the sweeping blast of Boreas, 
Lest it Buck thee up in its raging rortex." 

This was one of those good cheap bits of 
advice, that the liberated Titan gave to the 
travelling club-man on his way to the Caucasus. 
i£8cbylus has omitted to relate if the son of 
Jupiter, while facing thi;^ wmdy prospect, made 
as sour a lace or as sorry a figure as the 
writer of these pages, when after a tempestuous 
passage of the straits, he landed se&-sick in 
the Cossack town of Taman, and heard that 
there was no such thing as an inn there. But, 
even at this remote epoch, I cannot withhold 
a sigh when I think of the deplorable situation 
of Master Hercules on his arrlviJ at this place, 
only moderately furnished with luggage as 
usual, and at an^ rate, unprovided with a 
well-lined great-coat, a paletot and gutta percha 
boots, without a trunk or carpet-bag, without 
any luggage but his dub, perhaps even without 
the classical padaroschna,* for want of which 
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the Scythian postmasters would all refuse him 

their horses. But liis greatest calamity would 
be the probable deficieiu^ of silver roubles in 
his purse. I assume, of course, that household 
arrangements were not much more comfortable 
in this corner of the Black, Sea at the period 
in question, than they are now, and that the 
Scythians, addicted to a mare's milk diet, were 
as deficient in inns, as prodigal of stenches, 
filth and fleas in their houses, as their de- 
scendants, the brandy-drinking Cossacks. 

" But can no better shelter be found in the 
whole place?" — I ejaculated, in a most melun- 
choly tone, whilst I dragged my portmanteau 
from one comer of the room to another, in 
order to remove it from the streams of water 
pouring through the roof. The Cossack land- 
lord of this enticing cottage, who had been 
prevailed upon to become my konak^ or host, 
stared at me with an expression of mingled 
astonishment and contempt. It seemed to him 
quite unaccountable that such trifles as a wet 
bed, a smoky room, and vermin should occasion 
the slightest uneasiness or discomfort. 

It is here proper to observe, however, that 
my present expedition through the Cossack 

E 2 
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territory took place a year before my travds ia 

the iDterior of Asia Minor, and in the wretched 
country of the Kurds» so that I was not half 
sufficiently hardened against the hardships and 
troubles to be encountered in a semi-barbarous 
country. I grant that 1 had experienced some 
specimens of roughing it in the waste " during 
my tour in Algeria, and my wanderings among 
the Arabs, But the French are greatly in ad<- 
vance of the Russians, and of all other nations 
in the speedy introduction of conveniences and 
comforts at the outposts and in the wilderness. 

Notwithstanding all their discomforts, how- 
ever, the Cossacks are far from unsociable or 
unamiable people* The Russian captaiuj who 
brought me over to Taman, indulged in a good 
deal of gossip in the little town, atter our 
arrival, and found an attentive audience among 
the Tschernomorski Cossacks. He had asserted, 
probably from motives of vanity, that his pas- 
senger was a man of high birth, who was well 
prodded with written and stamped papers from 
St. Petersburgb, and had been recommended 
to him both by the Governor and the Com- 
mandant of Kertch. 

Statements .of this nature are seldom thrown 
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away in Russia, and my bearded host^ though 
inwardly disaffected towards me» yel seebg my 
long moody face, hurried off through the httle 
town to find diy quarters for me. He dis- 
covered a suitable abode in tiie house of a 
Tsdiernomorski officeTi who gave up his best 
room to me, and received me with Cossack 
hospitality of the old school. He was a veteran, 
wore the cross of Vladimir, and was married 
to a third wife, a young blue-eyed and extremely 
pretty little woman, to whom God liad given 
the greatest of female charms — an amiable 
temper. 

Whilst the mmvar (Russian tea-kettte) was 
bubbling and singing, the torrents of rain began 
to slacken, the dark clouds had rolled away 
from the Black Sea, and the heavy gale alone 
continued to lash the angry surges through the 
straits of the Bosphorus. After I had been 
strengthened by the tea^ I wrapped myself in 
a rough burka, made my bow to the worthy 
couple^ and hurried off to Fanagoria, where I 
hoped to meet with a countryman. 

Fanagoria is a Russian fortress, which, accord- 
ing to an antiquary named Kohler, stands on 
4he site of the ancient f ontian city of Fhana* 



Digitized by Google 



64 



THE COSSACKS 



goria, and this coojecture is supported by the 
disoovery of monumental inscriptions. The 
whole of this Tauri-Scythian coast contains 
numerous arohaeolt^cal remains, and we cannot 
help regretting that the excavations, once actively 
carried on here, at the expense of the Russian 
Government, have been lately neglected. When 
it was observed that every excavation did not 
iniallibly lead to tiie discovery of splendid gold 
trinkets, coins, arms, &c., of the age of Mithri- 
dates, the zeal for these re&earches slaekeoed 

very materially. 

I heard inaiiv amusiiig stories about the way 
in which the Russian fdnctionaries carried on 

their researches. On one occasion a marble 
sarcophi^s was discovered, which was destined 
for the archaeological collection at Moscow. The 
employ^ charged with its transport found thai 
the weight of the ancient coffin was excessive, 
and caused a large piece of it to be struck off ; 
after which operation, the mutilated sarcophagus 
readied its destination* Another sarcophi^^ 
was converted into a water trough. But the 
supreme government is not to be blamed for 
tfiis vandalism. The Ministers on the Baltic are 
entirely incapable of superintending the details 
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of the functionaries on the Sea of Azov. Les 
dktanoes soat le fleau de la Bussie/' said the 
EcQperor once to the Marquis de Custiae. 

Fanagoria is now an insigDificant and a 
tedious place. The garrisou coassists of Rusbiaa 
invalids^ who are ia no danger of an assault 
from the CLrcassians, on account of the distance 
of the Caucasus. I had been recommended 
to the town apothecary by a friend at Kertch, 
and bis name had such a German sound that I 
iioped to find that he could speak my mother- 
tongue. In this, however, I was disappointedt 
for though he was of German descent on his 
father's side» his mother had been a Pole* 
Nor did his wife, who was a native of Gallicia, 
know muoh more of my language. Neverth^ 
less, he had a clean and pleasant house, very 
neatly furnished, and his geraniums and roses 
were quite a relief after the Cossack filth at 
Taman. The apothecary was a worthy and 
a happy man; yet he had one ambition, one 
ideal, to which all his wi&bes were directed. 
It was the ribbon of St. Ann in bis button- 
bqle, which would raise him a step in the 
Tchin. ** There is no system,'' writes a Sola- 
vonic writer, " which encourages personal 
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ambition and egotism like this. The constant 
hope of rank^ decorations and orders of all 
kinds^ which increases with its gratification, 
becomes at length the all-engrossmg idea of 
life, obstructing all spontaneous spiritual de- 
yelopment, and turning man into a machine^ 
moved according to the whim of government/* 

These are millions in Russia like the 
apothecary of Fanagoria, who are quietly, but 
absolutdy, governed by the lust for decorations. 
Greedy Armenians, whose god is money, have 
been known to spend large sums to obtain 
the cross of St. Stanislaus, and I have known 
men who have given more than ten thousand 
roubles (£1,660) for an order. The copper 
cross of St. George is of no pecuniary ad* 
vantage to the private soldiers, yet they wear 
it with unspeakable gratification over their grey 
great-coats. Peter the Great, by introducing 
the Tchin system, has inoculated the whole 
people with an unbounded passion for extemri 
distinction. This becomes a still more powerful 
lever in the hands of Government, than en- 
thusiasm, love of glory, or of coimtry. This 
simple, worthy apothecary, who in England 
might have been the counterpart of Dickens* 
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creation, the harmless Pinch, would probably 
have faced 24-pouQder batteries, like those at 
the battle of Eylau, to get the cross of Vladimir, 
or the diploma of the sixth class. 

When I awoke the next rooming under the 
hospitable roof of the apothecary, I found, 
to my sorrow, that the sky was as dark, and 
the weather as stormy as ever. This occasioned 
me much annoyance for many reasons, among 
others, because it prevented my visiting the 
renowned mud volcanoes, situated half a day's 
journey from Fanagoria. One of the most 
remarkable of these is the Kuku Oboo, (in 
Tartar signifying Blue hill, and called by the 
Malo-Russians, Pakia, hell), which was visited, in 
1794, by the naturalist, Pallas, during a violent 
eruption* The mass of mud cast out on that 
occasion covered the country for the space of a 
verst (two-thirds of a mile). These phenomena, 
and the frequent occurrence of mineral springs 
in the Caucasus^ show the volcanic character of 
the whole region. 

During my involuntary detention at Fanati- 
goria, I went over every day to Taman to 
inquire about the arrival of ships from Kertch. 
One day, as I was standing on the strand, 
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wrapped in my burka,*^ looking over at the 
Crimeaa coast enveloped in mist, and dis- 
regarding the steady shower-bath to which I 
was exposed, I was accosted in good French 
by a Cossack officer, decorated with the St 
Ann's order of the second class. Delighted 
to meet a person who could chat readily in 
a familiar idiom, I returned the salutation of 
this polite stranger, whose features and uniform 
immediately pronounced him to be a Don 
Cossack, and, consequently, almost a stranger 
in this district. After explaining to him my 
sorrows in the detention of my carriage and 
luggsge at Kertch, this friendly man recomr 
mended three cures for my troubles— patience, 
a smokiug bowl of punch, and a cheerful con- 
versation by the warm fireside, till the heaven 
showed its blue once more, and the sea sank into 
a calm. 

To this end he iuvited me to enter his little 
house, where I could dry my burka, whilst 
he provided for the creature comforts and the 
gossip. This proposal was not unwelcome 

to me, and I followed him into a neat stoae 

* Bough great coat. 
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house, close at hand. We placed ourselves 
comfortably before the blazing fire. To the left 
was suspended, in the comer, the large picture 
of a sainti adorned with gikUog, and to the 
right, the portrait of Nicholas ; before us, on 
the fire> was bubbling an earthen punchbowl 
of colossal dunennons. The travelling com- 
panion of the Don Cossack Major, a staff 
officer from Stavropol, had prepared the jovial 
potation during his absence, and showed him- 
self a true master in the noble art. 

Mais vous buvez comme une demoisdle 1" 
bawled oat the Cossadc, when he saw that I 
paid only a moderate court to his fire-water, 
whilst he dnmk k up in copious draughts. 

As I was desirous, however, of finding my 
way back to Fanagoria in (he dark, I deter- 
mined to be abstemious. Nevertheless, I admit 
that I was put to shame by this bearded 
Cossack! Tiirice did he fill and empty a 
mighty goUet without the least effect, though 
his belaced and gilded comrade soon showed in 
his reddooiing face the influence of the potent 
drink. The Major of Tscherkash, as before 
related, wore the St. Ann's order of the second 
dass ; but I am persuaded that ii ever a punch. 
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arrack, or schnapps order is founded in Russia, 
he will be sinre to obtain a first class. This 
man was the greatest toper I ever met with, 
save a Turkish Gavass, who escorted me from 
Erzeroum to the Persian froiitier. 

These two Russian officers appeared charged 
with some special commission, and were re- 
garded by the Tchemomorski Cossacks with 
fear and trembling. The Stavropol staff-officer 
belonged to a noble Moscow family, was a man 
of refined manners, and spoke French without 
the least foreign accent, but it was easy to per- 
ceive that the Cossack m'ajor had only received 
some kind of cultivation in later life, and his 
civilized exterior occasionaDy gave way before an 
explosion of old Cossack frankness and vehe- 
mence. He spoke FVench with a Sclavonic 
accent, having only acquired it during his cam- 
paign in the west, and he had something so jovial 
and hearty about him, that I got on much better 
with him Ihan with his more refined but straight- 
laced companion. He told us countless anec- 



dotes, merry or melancholy, as the case might 
be, relating to his campaigns ; he described his 
impressions of Germany and France, uttered his 
judgments on armies and their leaders, related 
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numerous interesting, anecdotes about the Rus- 
sian generals Platoff, Benningsen, MUorado- 
witschy Kutusoffy Rajewski» Jermoloff» &c.y and 

wound up with a circumstantial description of 
his former condition and mode of life at his 
home on the Don, and with the life and deeds 
of bis grand&tber — a narration wbich was espe- 
cially rivetting from the warmth with which it 
was pourtrayed. All soldiers who survived the 
wars of Napoleon had a large store of interesting 
experiences^ but I have known few who could 
describe then- experience with so much warmth 
and freshness as this veteran. His foreign 
pronunciation of French rather heightened than 
lessened the charm of his narrative. He was 
probably a man of sixty, judging from his white 
hair, but strong and vigorous withal, notwith- 
standing many tough blows received in war. 
Though all his tales were uncommonly interest* 
ing, I shall only present the reader with the 
biography of old Iguroff, his maternal grand- 
father, precisely in the form in which T wrote it 
in my pocket-book, when it was fresh in my 
recollection : 

If your travels," began the Cossack, " should 
ever lead you to my home on the Don, do not 
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confine your visit to Novo-Tscherkask ; go 
farther south, and especially penetrate as far as 
the steppes between the Don and the Manytsch, 
and the banks of the Sal ; there you will find 
some of the old Cossack manners which are 
quite worth observing, and possibly you may 
meet still with men whose figure and mode of 
life may call to mind my grandfather, who was 
the genuine type of the Cossack of the old 
school. To the south of the Don, and on its 
right bank) where the great mass of our tribe 
now dwell, all is changed. Novo-Tscherkask 
would only give you a picture of altered and 
corrupt manners. It is the head-quarters of a 
bad population that has degenerated Irom its 
forefathers, to which, I am sorry to say (here a 
sigh and another gulp), I also belong. The 
enjoyments and vices of civilized nations have 
foui^d their way amongst us for half a century. 
Bankruptcy and malversation, gambling, cham- 
paign and adultery, are as common now on the 
Don as on the Seine, whilst the arts, sciences, 
and noble ornaments of civilization have not yet 
found their way to us. But the farther you go 
from the capital, the deeper you plunge into the 
heart of the Steppes^ the more fi:equentl7 will 



Dig'itized 



AND THE CAUCASUS. 



63 



you encounter a breath of the spirit of our 

fathers, albeit mixed with some roughness ; and 
this breath will do you more good than all the 
artificial refinement, which you may meet at 
Taganrog and Tscherkaak. On the left bank 
of the Don you find Cossack families scattered 
in solitary straw and reed huts, or dweUing in 
tents during the summ^, who rove about lead- 
ing almost as nomadic a Hfe as their neigh- 
bours the Galmucks. My family originates on 
my mother's side, from that district^ including 
my ancestor Wassily Iguroff, ^the Stiepa- 
Tschort (Steppe Devil), one of the most re- 
markable men which the wonderful world of 
the Steppes has ever produced. 

" Our people on the Don were, as you know, 
for ages a free people — i, e., serfdom has never 
existed among us. It is asserted that we 
Cossacks are a mixture of Sclavonic, Circassian 
and Tartar elements, and that our language 
shows that Russian emigrants contributed the 
chief dement of the compound. Yet, our social 
condition has always been so entirely different 
from that of the fore-named races, that we have 
never had amongst us Muschiks, as among 
the Russians and Poles, nor Pschilts and 
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Tschofokotlsy as among the Circassians, nor a 
trace of the manners and customs of the odious 
Moguls. The Cossacks, save in Ukraine, formed 
a complete repubfic before Peter the Great The 
land of their boundless steppe was common pro- 
perty, and belonged to all who chose to till the 
gro\md, or to speculate in herds of wild cattle 
and horses, as Tscheredniks and Taboontschiks. 
But though we had no genuine landed aristo- 
cracy, entire so<aal equality did not exist amongst 
us, and some families maintamed a superior 
influence in peace and war. 

" Amongst these families that of the Iguroflfs, 
my maternal grandfather^s, was especially con- 
spicuous. Their superior influence was not 
founded on heraldic devices or parchment rolls, 
but rested alone on their strong arms, which 
had wielded the ponderous lance from time 
immemorial : it depended also on their impe- 
tuous valour, on the wealth of their herds, their 
numerous relations, and the large clan of gallant 
warriors, friends and retainers that they could 
lead into the field. 

Often did the Iguroffs carry on war of their 
own accord against the Tartars of the Golden 
Horde, or against the Nogay Tartars, subject to 
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the Khans of the Crimeay without havmg asked 
leave of the Hetman previously. Whosoever 
had a lust for booty or Nogay skulls joiaed the 
banners of the Iguroffii on these occasions. 

On the Don and the Manytsch, the belief 
prevailed throughout the land» that the god of 
war smiled with especial favour on this family, 
and that they seldom came back from their 
forays with empty hands. Sometimes matters 
turned out quite differently, when the Hetman 
marched forth with a whole army, and found 
the enemy prepared to meet him. Nevertheless 
the Igurotfs were at length rendered foulliardy 
by their good luck, which, however, suddenly 
met with a fearful check. Their daring 
rendered them careless, and they advanced, 
continually farther into the Nogay Steppes in 
order to drive off herds* Once they advanced, 
late iii the year, as far as Perekop. They made 
a great booty, but an immense swarm of Nogay 
horsemen awaited theh return, and cut off their 
road to the Don. 

" The Cossack horses were tu'cd and half- 
starved, for a heavy fall of snow had deprived 
them of the forage of the Steppe, whilst the 
Nogay horses s^peared in the field in high 
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condition. Our long-maned horses would now 
liave had no chance in a race with the swift 
Tartar steeds, hence the contest must be decided 
by cold steel — the scymetar against the lance. 
The conflict was desperate, but did not last long, 
for the great superiority of the enemy soon 
overpowered our party. 

''My grand&ther Wassily was one of the 
first who fell ; his hard skull had been unable 
to withstand the still harder steel of a Nogay 
warrior. The fearful carnage ended with a 
massacre of the whole band of Cossacks. More 
than a hundred cavaliers, all bearing the name 
of Iguroif, bit the dusty together with three 
times that number of thdr firiends and ac« 
quaintanoes who had joined that ill-starred 
e^^pedition. My grand&ther was the only sur* 
viv(»r of the catastrophe. He lay with his skull 
half split, under his mortally wounded horse, 
with the snowy ground for his coucL Whilst 
his furious enemies were striding over the 
bodies of the slain and cutting off their heads, 
for which they obtained a handsome con^dera- 
tion from the Khan at Baktchi-Serai, Wassily, 
who had returned to consciousness, buried him* 
self under the snow. He used to relate that he 
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owed bis life entirely to his horse. The faithful 
animal lay some time quietly breathing, and the 
long hairs of his mane concealed the fallen 
rider from the hawk's eyes of the Noga\ s. 

*'Atter Wassiiy had covered himself with snow, 
the dying horse rolled over the spot where his 
master was concealed, and thus effaced every 
trace of his being buried there; then it con- 
tinued to lie quietly as before, till it breathed 
for the last time. The Nogays took its bridle 
and saddle, without noticing the rider concealed 
beneath, and left the bloody field with much 
booty, and a crop of Cossack heads. 

''My grandfether lay a good while uncon- 
scious under his snowy counterpane. The 
aotbn had taken place at daybreak, and when 
he came to himself, the midnight moon shone 
over the steppe. The snow which had covered 
his head appeared to liave staunched the bleed- 
ing of his wound, and to have had a beneficial 
effect on it. He only felt a dull pain in his 
brain, but no bodily weakness, and after tying 
his sash round tlie wound, he came forth from 
his snowy laur. A fearful spectacle then met 
his view. The bodies of the slain, the corpses 
of his falJier) his brothers, cousins, friends lay 
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stiff and stark-naked, and headless trunks 
stretched over the steppes* Wolves and jackals 
had assembled to the banquet, and were bowling 
and gnawing the bodies in the moonlight. The 
tremendous bass voice of my grandfather dis- 
persed the beasts. He sought out the body of 
his father amongst the dead, recognizing it by 
a scar on his hand, and he buried it under 
the snow to save it from the teeth of the wolves. 
Then he pursued his way across the steppe, 
which was &miliar to him even by night. 
Luckily he found a sound horse, which had 
escaped from the Nogays, after the fstU of its 
rider, and was engaged in breaking through 
the snow with its hoofs to satisfy the cravings 
of hunger. Our horses always recognize us by 
a peculiar whistle. Hence the animal let itself 
be ea^y caught, and bore my father to the 
Don, after gallopping hard all night. He must 
have been lost but for this fortunate accident ; 
for he was never much of a pedestrian, and the 
mounted Nogays would assuredly have overtaken 
him in the steppe the following day. 

"Mourning amongst the men of the Don 
differs widely from yours in the West. There 
is not much sighmg or crying with us, especially 
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in the case of warriors, who have found a glorious 

death on the battle-field. We leave lamenta- 
tion to the women, and praying to the priests ; 
and after the body has been lowered into the 
earthy and we have cast a handful of earth over 
it, we assemble with our relatives and friends 
to drink, smoke, and chat; we relate the 
adventures of the departed, we praise, if pos- 
sible, his good qualities, his piety, his courage, 
and his prowess ; and we think to do greater 
honour to him thus than by tears and masses. 

" Thus it happened also with Wassily Iguroff, 
when he returned alone of all the four hundred 
and related his sad story. He obtained forth- 
with a large inheritance from his father and 
childkss relations, consisting of horned cattle, 
horses, ornaments, and a considmible sum of 
money, besides a good supply of vodka or 
brandy skins, a drink held in high repute among 
us since time immemorial, and at that time an 
expensive beverage. Wassily devoted his great 
supply of brandy to celebrate the funeral of the 
departed. (I much fear that our young people, 
especially the rich, will shortly renoimce brandy 
for wine, punch, and especially champagne.) 
Thousands of guests hurried up from both 
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banks of the Don to hear the story of his defeat 
from his own mouth, and to do honour to his 
liquor. Whilst the Cossacks were assembled in 
front of our ancestral abode, were slaughter* 
ing and devouring lambs, and celebrating the 
memofy of the departed according to their 
fashion, IgurofF was lying on his couuh within, 
suffering from his wound fever; but after three 
days he had so far recovered that lie could leave 
the house and contend with his friends in » 
drinking match. Suddenly he raided his sten- 
torian voice in the midst of the funeral banquet, 
ciialicDging the assembly to avenge the slaugh- 
tered heroes. The Cossacks, inflamed alike by 
the fiery vodka and his stirring appeal, tore the 
jnctures of the saints from their naked breasts, 
and swore retaliatioa with tremendous oaths. 
The horses were saddled in the midst of a 
terrific whirlwind of snow ; thousands of aveng- 
ing iauces plunged into the icy Hood of the 
Don, and my father, swimming at their head, 
landed first on the right bank, amidst a 
thundering hurrah! They then swept off to 
the Nogay land, lil&e a pack of wolves. 

The two eldest sons of Wassily, though 
still young boys, were forced to ride with them. 
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Though still too tender to engage in the fight, 
they were to be witnesses of the bloody reyenge. 
After riding hard, day and night, without 
stopping, our people readied a Nogay encamp- 
ment, containing a part of those who had 
shared in the massaere and the booty of the, 
Iguruffs. Day had not yet dawned, and the 
Nogays were sunk in sleep. After a shght 
opposition, all were cut down; the infant in 
the womb was not spared, and the bald heads 
stuck on the points of the Luices, satisfied 
the Cossack revenge. After this, Wassily led 
his riders to the scene of the massacre of 
bis brothers. All that the jaws of the wolves 
had spared was buried in the steppe. The 
Cossacks brou^t book and buried by the 
Sal river the body of Wassily's father, which 
he had hidden in the snow. The very women 
exchanged their mourning for joy when they 
saw the bloody N(^y heads. Yet the funeral 
ftast was renewed, and the rest of the brandy 
disappeared. 

'^This adventure occurred in tlie first half 
of the last century. At that period, my grand- 
iaiher was a very young man, though already 
renowned as a champion^ as a man of herculean 
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strength, gigantic size and savage bravery. 
He married three times» and reached an 
unusual age, even in our country, where 
strength and health have always been at 
home. Thirteen sons were the fruit of his 
first and second marriage* His third wife, a 
celebrated beauty of Tsclicrkask, presented him 
with a daughter, and though she cost him the 
life of his wife, I really believe that he loved 
this daughter more tenderly than his thirteen 
boys together. This favourite child was my 
mother; twenty years have elapsed since her 
death, but my grand£either surrived her, as 
well as all his sons. Would that I were a 
painter, so that I could clearly pourtray to you 
the appearance of my grandfather, as 1 see him 
now before me; words are mcapable of doing 
justice to the subject, for his person was 
very extraordinary. It was calculated to make 
a deep and wonderful impression on his grand- 
children in their earliest inftnqr, and we could 
actually never look at him without a feeling 
of respect and awe. He measured several 
inches over six feet, and might have passed 
for a giant throughout Europe. He wore, 
moreover, a high cap, wijth a bunch of ravens' 
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plumes. Evea wlieu the whole military force 
of the Don was mustered, his colossal form 

towered more than a hand above the tallest 

« 

Cossack warriors. But the breadth of bis 
shoulders, the really herculean build of his 
bones, thews and sinews, from which almost 
all flesh and fat had disappeared, and the 
forest of hair that covered his person from 
scalp to sole, were still more remarkable than 
his height. When I, as a little boy, remember 
him, he must have been ftdl seventy years 
old. His bronzed face was seamed with 
forrows, an iron-grey and shaggy beard de- 
scended to his breast; he had an aqnihne 
nose and a pair of large blood-shot eyes, 
whose fixed look, together with the large scar 
in his forehead, gave him a forbidding aspect 
He was reputed the best rider in the Don 
territory, which is saying a good deal. He 
never rode any steeds except the descendants 
of the faithfiil beast, that had saved his life 
whilst dying in the Nogay steppe, and whose 
ofl^pring were noted for the same coal-black 
colour and length of mane as the dam. He 
was also matoUess in wielding the lance and 
the schaschka, and in the endurance of unheard- 
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of hardships; nor had he an equal over the 
brandy botUe." 

At this place, the Major halted for a moment 
in bis nanmtife, and took a long diaught 
from his glass of punch, as if he wished to 
imply thati at all events, in this noble exercise 
his ancestors need have no cause to be ashamed 
of him; after this, be proceeded with bis 
namtive. 

''It was not only the imposing— I might 
almost say devilish appearance of my grand- 
fatber, which inspired us, his numerous grand* 
chOdren, with such respect and fear in early 
childhood — feelings that were shared by 
thousands of our neighbours, even including 
the Calmucks. His eccentric manners were 
still more striking than his gigantic stature, 
or his blood-shot eagle eyes. Before the 
butchery in the Nogay steppe, Wassily Iguroff 
was a jovial, and even a handsome fellow. 
He not only loved bis hofse, war, schnapps, 
and pretty girls, but he was a skilful dancer, 
a capital singer, knew many of our old popular 
ditties by heart, and is said to have composed 
some himself. But since that catastrophe his 
whole nature and coimtenance underwent a 
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change; he became moody and silent, and his 
songs were hushed. The friends of his youth 
no longer recognized the merry Wassily, who 
used to sing, chat and laugh before and after 
every bold stroke, and who now was seldom 
roused from his' moody silence even in the 
most boisterous assembly. Some asc ribed this 
ohange to the dreadftd mental shock he ex- 
perienced at the massacre; others, with more 
reason, attributed it . to the material shock 
inflicted on his head. The Nogay scymetar 
bad entered so far into his skull, that it had 
probably injured his brain, and it required the 
prodigious strength of my grand&ther's con- 
stitution to recover at ail from such a blow. 
Whateirer the cause, be exhibited strange 
eccentricities on every occasion, savouring of 
insanity. I not rqpeat all the niarvellous 
legends related of him, half of which were pro- 
bably inventions. But I know, that though 
his face was familiar to us bo)s, his behaviour 
seemed to us often dreadftiL It seems to me 
as if I still see my giant grandsire, with 
Us grizzly beard, seated by the firei as was 
his wont, blowing thick clouds of smoke from 
Jus day pipe^ drinking grog, and seeming 
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quite dumb, save that he occasionally looked 
up and stared hard with his bloodshot eyes 
at his grandchildren playing about him. He 
was kind to us all, and especially so to his 
favourite daughter. But he never showed his 
' affection by caresses^ only when the Armenian 
cattle traders airived, he used to buy us a 
^number of pretty toys. He caused a large 
wooden house to be built by his father's reed 
cottage. In the comer of the lai^est room 
a deep niche was left lor the picture of 
the Mother of God, surrounded by eleven 
wooden figures of saints, all of thciii gilt over. 
The picture was placed in a thick wooden 
frame^ and was partially concealed by a curtain. 
You will see, later, why I describe this so 
minutely. A lamp burned continually in this 
comer, and many decorations of stars, wreaths^ 
chains and rings of gold, silver and pearls 
glittered around the shrine. 

After every successful foray, Wassily sus- 
pended an additional votive offering to his shrine. 
You know to what lengths the Malo-Russians 
cany their worship of saints, and it is carried 
still further among the Cossacks. My grand- 
father insisted on all his guests of whatever creed. 
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crossing themselves before the shrine on entering 
his house, nor would it have been safe for them 
to have resisted. I sliall never forget the terror 
I felt at his fearful looks when my cousin 
Michael, a boy of tea years old, who was playing 
with a sling with me, hit the frame and picture * 
with an unlucky stone. The stroke occasioned 
a certain rattling sound, which seemed to proceed 
from tlic inside of the wood ; but the ferocious 
expression which suddenly clouded the counte- 
nance of my grandfather, called my thoughts 
away from the &ame. The old man seemed to 
emit flames from his bloodshot eves, and his teeth 
gnashed so fearfully that I rushed out of the 
door in terrible alarm. My cousin had remained 
motionless, trembling with fear, but the terrible 
old man seized him by the hair, and threw faim 
out of the house. The lad was soon after 
drowned in a bog, and wiseacres said it was a 
judgment, whilst busy tongues ventured to 
suggest that his grandfather threw him in, 
though he was incapable of such a base crime. 

From that hour no one ventured to approach 
his sanctum. My grandfather stretched a rope 
across the room, and no mortal was to transgress 
the limit. He kept the lamp always trimmed 
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himself. After dinner every oue bowed to the 
niche and left the room, the old man remaining 
there au hour alone. Not a soul knew what he 
did at sudi tiraes« We were often stimulated 
by curiosity, but not one of us ventured to 
gratify it. Another of his peculiarities was his 
great respect for a moMll* in the steppe. He 
once caused a cross to be erected on its summit, 
and forbade access to it henceforth to everybody 
but lumself* The mohili was on bis own pas- 
ture land» and although it was dothed with high 
grass, his Tscheredniks were ordered not to 
drive the cattle there. He visited it often him-i 
self, but always on dark stormy days like the 
present When a tempest swept through the 
sky, and the rain beat in heavy streams against 
the window, he was often seen to saddle his 
steed, to throw on his burka, and gallop off 
to the mohill. What be did there was a com- 
plete nddie to all. Some Cossaeks related that 
they had occasionally espied old Wasoly gallop- 
ing perpetually round tlie mound full speed, 
and singing away as lustily as in his youth, 
amidst the crashing of the thunder and the • 

* The name giYen by the Malo-Ruasians to ihe motmds in 
the steppe. 
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whistling of the whirlwind. They added that 
he indulged in sundry eccentric antics — ^that he 
sang or howled an old ancestral song to the 
accompaniment of the elements^ after which he 
dashed suddenly up the hill^ and tied his horse 
fast to the cross. What more he did there they 
could not say. As a lad, I had often resolved 
to follow him on his ride^ but I was deterred by 
respect and awe. 

One of my cousins^ Peter Iguroff, also a 
favourite grandchild of the old man's, almost 
lost his life in trying to satisfy his curiosity. 
One day, when he saw his grandtathcr prepare 
for his ride, the boy ran into the steppe and 
hid himself in the high grass not far from 
the mohilL The old man came, made his usual 
circle round the mound, and then mounted the 
hill. Here he drew forth a kind of axe, and 
began to dig in the earth. Peter wished to 
creep nearer, in order to observe him more 
dosely, but my grand&ther saw him, and, 
uttering a withering curse, he flung the axe 
at him, but it luckily flew over his head. The 
boy took to his heels as fast as his legs could 
carry him, and did not dare to show himself 
to the old man for a whole twelvemonth. From 
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that day all his family believed that tlie veteran 
used to dig for treasure m the mound. This 
belief spreading, and being coupled with the 
impression produced by his colossal figure and 
wizard face, led to the epithet of Stiepa Tchort 
(Steppe Devil), which was applied to him 
throughout the country. His friends com- 
monly named him ' Father Vassily.' Notwith- 
standing his Satanic surname, he was hdd in 
great respecti and his word was law in all 
disputes. 

" My grandfather, with his sons and his oldest ■ 
grandchildren, accompanied Munnich's and Dol- 
gorouki's expeditions with the Russian armies 
against the Khans of the Crimea, and took 
part in Suwarof's campaign in Poland. Next 
to the Nogays, he hated no people so much 
as the Poles — a feeling very common among 
the Cossacks since their oppression by the 
Polish nobility. 

Wasfflly Iguroff is said to have fought on 
foot for the first time before Praga. A cannon 
ball having swept away his horse, he dashed 
among the Russian infantry, lance in hand, and 
was one of the £irst who stormed the Polish 
batteries. At the siege of Baktchi-Serai, which 
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put an end for ever to the Tai tai' forays, my 
grandfather showed a sanguinary thirst for 
slaughter, which was generally foreign to his 
character. He led his squadrons into the burn- 
ing palace of the Khans, where fanatics were 
defending themselves desperately from court to 
court and from room to room. Our Cossacks 
drove these furious Tartars before tiieir lances^ 
and my grandfather, always at their head, pene- 
trated at length into the harem — ^into those 
chambers cdebrated in the verses of Pouschkin, 
where the beautiful Pole, Maria Fotocka, met 
with a violent death. The Cossadcs avenged 
themselves on the gentle and the fair. The 
wives, children, and slaves of Saheb Gerai 
begged in vain for mercy. 

My grandfather smote all without pity, and 
at the end of the carnage swung his blood- 
dripping schascka in the air, uttering a shout 
of jubilee. Perhaps the massacre of his brethren 
was still fresh in his memory, and he thought 
it his duty to work out his last revenge in the 
conquered residence of the Khans. 

" My grandfather did not share in the cam- 
paigns of the Russians in Italy and Germany, 
against the French. His great age excused his 
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. attendance, though his strength remained almost 
tmdiminished, and he was still unmatched in 
the saddie and with the lance. But when 
Napoleon dedared war on Russia^ in 181 2, and 
set in motion his immense masses against the 
heart of our empire, when our beloved Czar 
Alexander summoned all his people to arms 
for Viera» (the faith), and Otetchestvo, (country), 
the energctie veteran declared that he would 
join the fight with his grandsons. Before our 
departure he spoke little, but his red eyes 
seemed to flash tire, and be often muttered 
between his teeth, whilst stroking his beard, 
" tchort " (devfl), and ''Bunapart /" 

"My mother was appointed to guard the 
house during our absence, and especially charged 
to watch the shrine, and trim the lamp ; for 
Wassily always beheved if it were quenched, 
one member of the family would die* The 
old man started, escorted by thirteen sons and 
half a hundred grandsons. 

" We joined the army of Kutusoff before 
the battle of Borodino ; it was my third cam- 
paign. I had already obtained tiie rank of 
lieutenant, but served on this occasion as com- 
moii Cossack by the side of my grandiather. 
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As Wassily could neither read nor write Russian, 
he was ^tered as a sub-officer; but Flatoff 
gave him the command of a wholu squadron, 
which was nominally commanded by one of my 

uncles. It would be a long story were I to 
relate all that happened in the march from 
Moscow to the Rhine. Amongst all the 
uncouth and stifange figures that followed the 
call of the Czar from the remotest comOTS of 
the empire, scarcely one was a match for 
Wassily, the Steppe Devil. Yet there was an 
abundance of picturesque, fabulous^ terrible 
figures in that army. Some of them were 
fellows who had passed half their life in the 
saddle — genuine Centaurs of the steppe. The 
strangest were, perhaps, the Oiu'al Cossacks, 
who could scarcely be distinguished firom Ooral 
bears. Many of these troops were left behind, 
the Czar being afraid to show them to the 
West. 

"Wassily Iguroff, though ninety years old, 

displayed the courage and endurance of a young 
man in the field. He bid defiance to storms, 
snow and hardships, ;uid his body seemed as 
callous as leather^ Nobody was so firugal or 

so vigilant. His tremendous bass voice was 

6 2 
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always our trumpet-caD by the bivouac fire, at 
dawn. The depth and strength of that voice 
exceeded the roaring of a bull or a bear, and his 
boisterous hurrah was always our rallying signal 
in battle. We required no clarion or trumpet, 
for his voice was clearer and louder than any 
wind instrument. He seldom said much, but 
he was pleased to hear our tales at night after 
the fatigues of the day, and he was especially 
pleased if we brought him booty and iQoney. 
Not a few gold pieces found their way into his 
pockets* If one of us brought back a large 
sum, his face brightened, he removed his pipe 
from his mouth, and said, choroscho (good). 
This alone was a great reward to us, and many of 
us exposed our lives to obtain this approbation. 

At first all prisoners were cut down, * 
but when the Emperor Alexander offered a 
piece of gold for every living Frenchman, our 
grandsire forbade the massacre. His quick eye 
and ready wit astonished us all in the retreat of 
the French. Tiie old man was a terribly impos- 
ing figure as he swept over the snow, with his 
nodding plume, and lance in rest. He had 
always an instmct for booty, and the right 
time and place for victory. He was never 
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wounded. A French grenadier, who remained 
near a deserted cannon and sought for death, 
fired at him ouce, at dose quarters. For 
the first time our grandare was unhorsed ; all 
flew to his help. It was found, however, that 
th^ bali had struck against his scabbard, and 
that the shock alone had unhorsed him. Since 
the cut of the Nogay sc^metar, old Wassily 
seemed sword and bullet proof : yet, the tirail* 
leur bullets used to whistle merrily about his 
shoulders 1 But the French lead avoided a 
nearer acquaintance with him ! 

When we reached the banks of the Rhine, 
the veteran felt a longing for the steppes of his 
fathers ; nor was he satisfied by the beauties of 
the West, for old Wassily was a Cossack of the 
old stamp, in whose eyes the Don was the 
loveliest of all streams, and the steppes more 
attractive than the most fruitful regions. This 
love of Cossack life and home is no longer so 
Strong in my generation. We were accustomed 

iu our youtli to be long absent from home, and 
many of us were not at all displeased with the 
luxuries of France and Germany. Many who 
have been educated in Petersburg go so far as 
to call the steppe barbanm. 
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In consideratioa of his great age, the Steppe 
Devil was suffered to retora home, aocoocipanied 
by two of his sons. The remainder of the 
Iguroffs stayed with the army in France. Six 
of Wassily's sons and fifteea of his grandsons 
never saw the land of the Don again ; they fell 
victims to the war, or to the typims. I brought , 
back two crosses of honour and a stiff leg, and 
spent five years at St. Petersburgh, where I. 
tried to supply my want of education, in my 
youth. 

After an absence of eight years I returned 

home. My mother and many near relations 
were dead» but my grand&ther lived on in a 
green and hearty old age. He continued to 
blow his clouds of tobaccoi by the chimney- 
comer, to indulge in frequent oaths, and to^ 
maintain a moody silence, as in the days of 
my childhood. The same mystmes surrounded 
the niche and the picture as before, and he was 
said, as formerly, to gallop round the mohiU in 
stormy weather* It had often been a question 
with us what became of his money, of which he 
had now amassed a large sum. We naturally 
inferred that he must have buried it some** 
where. 
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** The time at length arrived when my grand- 
&ther received the whale dan of Igiiroffs at 
the baptism of a great grandson. It was a 
stormy December day. As the Pope was in 
the act of sprinkling the child, the old man 
uttered a terrific cry« His red eyes were fixed 
on the holy niche. The lamp was extinguished. 
We were all much astomshed, especially the 
Pope, who let the poor infiint fall into the basin. 
Whilst some were fishing up the little one, 
others ran to my grandsire, who lay extended, 
with his hand on the scar of his wound, which 
had become dark, red, and angry. At length 
he came to himself, shook his head, and began 
to chaunt one of hb ancestral songs, such as 
he used to sing in his rounds by the mohill. 
But his voice became gradually weaker, and it 
was now evident that he was near his last 
agony. Our relations a& retired, and I, with 
my elder cousins, remained alone with the dying 
veteran. We opened all the windows, as usual, 
to let his spirit pass out. The storm was 
raging furiously, the house shook and rattled, 
and the old man had become a stiff corpse, 
when suddenly the holy picture, firame, veil and 
all, fell down with an awful crash. The acci- 
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dent was probably occasioned by the wind, but 
we were much struck by the coincidence. At 
length, we raised up the frame^ and found, by its 
weight, that it must contain something. We 
soon discovered a concealed receptacle, contain- 
ing a large sum of money, which was divided 
among his descendants. We also dug, after 
the funeral, in the mohiU, and foimd a lai^ 
amount of silver. Now the mysterious ways of 
the old man wm eaqplained. Amongst the 

shepherds of that part — my relations are all 

dead — the report ia yet rife that the ghost of 
the Steppe Devil still gallops round the mohill 
during stormy weatb^. One of my nephews 
affirmed, with solemn oaths, that, on one dark 
November evening, he met my grandfather by 
that mohill, on a black horse. The oM man ap- 
peared just the same as during life, only his cap 
and feathers were much taller, and looked like 
an eagle's crest ; the old man, however, did not 
sing, as was his wont. I cannot decide if my 
nephew really saw him, or dreamt it, but no one 
amongst us doubts the story. As often as the 
heavens grow dark with stormy clouds on the 
banks of the Don, and when the lightnings sear 
the sky, and the Northern storms sweep over 
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the steppe, the Don Cossacks cross themselves, 
for they all believe that at such times my 
ghostly ancestor still rides, as of yore, rouad the 
Mogul mounds.'' 

When the Cossack major had concluded his 
tale, he paused a minute, emptied two glasses of 
pimch, and then proceeded, in an altered tone, to 
make severe strictures on the present degenerate 
race of Cossacks. 

Men and manners,'' he pursued, are sadly 
altered amongst us since yeraiak conquered 
Kamtschatka. Hence no more poets appear in 
our land. Our Hetman resides now oa the 
Neva. The Emperor has graciously allowed 
us to appoint the hereditary prince,* Hetrnan 
of the Don Cossacks. There is more order 
amongst us now ; but every state has its advan- 
tages. How wiki, fiery and untamed we used 
to be. We are now more civilized and disci- 
phned, but the old rough times had their 
interesting features. A man was not then only 
valued for his rank and ribband. Only fancy, 
my grand&ther never had a Tchin, the plain 
copper cross of St. George was his only deco- 
ration, whilst I,*' and the Major looked with 

* The present emperor. 
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some complacency at the St. Aun's cross on 
bis breast^ " have an order of tbe second class. 
Yet the immortal Platotf paid my grandsire 
greater respect than to any colonel. I am sorry 
to say that our young people have no longer a 
proper regard for age, and only value men by 
their rank. They are also deplorably indifferent 
to the traditions and fame of their ancestors." 

The last sentence was aimed at the Major^s 
son^ a specimen of a fast young Cossack, who 
had just entered, and appeared bored by his 
father's tale. He was also chary of punch, 
and paid his addresses to tea and champagne. 
He was a handsome young officer of a slight 
figure, well set-off in the Cossack uniform, 
and industriously engaged in twirling his weU- 
combed mustachio, whilst all his movements 
bespoke a certain grace. He related sad 
things of tbe progress of Novo-Tcherkask on 
the road to perdition. Large sums of money 
had been lost at play, and a French confectioner 
had established a store of genuine champagne 
Clicquot in that modem Sodom. He told 
us many things of his recollections of St. 
Petersburgh, and pronounced the evolutions of 
Taglioni the most beautiful thing in the world. 
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Father and son began to chat in Russian, 
when I wished them good evening, and the 

• statf officer escorted me to Fanagoria. On 
the road this Muscovite became more commu- 

liicative, and we talked of the old Cossack's 
narrative. 

"From old Iguroflf to his great-grandson 
you can distinguish/' he said^ 'Uhree epochs 
in Cossack history, three transitions in ' the 
development of these remarkable cavaliers. The 
grandsire is a representative of the blunt old 
spirit of the sons of the Steppe, that Peter the 
Great began to bridle with his iron hand. This 
was a difficult task at that time i hut now every 
thing is so well observed, that the chastising 
arm of our Emperor can smite the Cossacks 
^th the speed of lightning. The Major is the 
type of a transitional generation. He would by 
no means rdish the old equality, and anarchy of 
the steppes. He has seen and tasted the 
beauties and delights of Western Europe. Yet 
he iias one foot in the past, and sighs and longs 
for the freedom of the good old times. Bis 
son is quite a creature of modern times, issuing 
from the cadet school with the vices and 
advantages of large cities, elegant in his 
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manners, superfidal and empty in mind and 
heart.*' 

I asked the Muscovite if he thought the 
Major's story true. He answered : 

I have dwelt at Novo-Tscherkask, and 
made enquiries, which led me to infer that, in 
most essentials his statements may be depended 
upon. Wild beasts, like his grandfather, may 
have Uved on the banks of the Don during the 
last century. Now, however, they have all died 
out. They.are no longer tolerated by military 
discipline, and the inhabitants of the steppe 
have all become much tamer. A giant like 
Iguruti, if he appeared among the Cossacks of 
the present day, could no longer play the same 
part ; he could be thrashed like any other 
Cossack. The Don Cossacks are now admirably 
disciplined, and it is only since their new organi- 
zation by the £mperor, that they have become 
a really valuable military force. Ten years ago, 
a few necessary modifications and reforms, such 
as the abrogation of useless privileges that 
interfered with disciphne occasioned some ill* 
blood. But now all dianges are tolerated 
without opposition, and the Cossacks soon 
become inured to them.'' 
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During this conversation, we had reached 
the fortress, and after wishing the Russian 
good night, I was about to seek my quarters; 
but the rain having ceased, and the stars 
gleaming bright over the solitary strand, I 
was induced to extend my walk and ascend a 
high mohill. I sat for a long time on its 
summit, musing on what i had heard. A 
somewhat monotonous, but beautiful landscape 
extended beneath me, faintly lighted by the 
stars. In the foreground was to be seen the 
shining flood of the Taurian straits, with 
mysterious mounds lining either shore; the 
boundless world of steppes, beginnmg at my 
feety stretched in dreary monotony, thousands 
of miles away, to the icy Bay of Sancta Lau- 
rentia. What food for thought has the 
Western wanderer on the brink of Asia's 
world of steppes 1 A mysterious veil conceals 
alike the past and the future in that region. 
What has become of all those nations who 
dwelt here since the fabulous ages, the Taurians 
and Scytluans, located near the remotest parts 
of the earth, the Palus Moeotis ?" Does the 
same blood still course in the veins of the 
Cossacks as that which flowed in the Scyths, 
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the Sauromatai, the Mceotians, Sinds and 
Kerketes, the Achaers, Heniochs, Chersonitans, 
Komans, or other races of whom we know 
nothing but the name? Or did they all seek 
refuge before mightier oppressors in the moun- 
tains, and form the nudeus of that wonderful 
compound of races on the Caucasian citadel 
— the virile band which still bravdy defies 
the claws of the Double Eagle? Will the 
historian or ethnographer ever pierce that 
night of the past ? The Cossacks and Ka- 
bardans laugh at their guests, if they question 
them about these matters. But what will 
the future produce? Is it quite as obscure as 
the past ? Can we not infer it from its present 
position? Or has, perchance, that muscular 
race, wfaidi holds the territory whence the 
greatest catastrophes have always visited Europe, 
at length ended its mission ; and is civilization 
henceforth threatened with no more whirlwmds 
from that quarter? I do not aspire to the 
gift of prophecy ; but I fancy that these skilful 
Cossacks now answer the purpose of trained 
elephants to tame the wild ones, and bend 
them to the service of their lord. Thus, we 
leuru that hundreds of the warlike hordes 
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of the Sibeiiaa steppes have been already 
taught to obey the word of command that 
proceeds from the banks of the Neva. All 
these hordes are now registered as available 
recruits. Thousands of drill-sergeants from 
Moscow and the Don are now engaged in 
teaching them to manoeuvre, and some of them 
have pitched their tents as far as the Chinese 
border. For more than ten years past, these 
men have been actively engaged in training 
squadrons to act in regular military operations. 
They are said to be highly picturesque corps, 
wdl worth a scrutiny by curious European 
tourists, and resembling big-bellied Centaurs 
of the steppe/' Nevertheless, let the European 
tranquillize himself. Possibly all this exer- 
cising and traming may only be to present 
a picturesque array of two hundred thousand 
tamed beasts of the steppe on parade at St. 
Petersburg ! 

Ay i how the Siberian wind swept the sand 
over that mohiU to the westward ! Then it 
seemed to me as though I saw in the faint 
starlight, those mighty hordes that Asia is 
once more to pour over the enervated and 
effeminate nations of Western Europe ! Me- 
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thought I heard the savage cries of the 

disciplined Moguls, with their barbarian spirit, 
shouting their terrible Halla !" like the sons 
of Genghis and Batu, vviiea they marched 
forth at the head of their millions of steppe 
devils to lay waste the world ! And the Mogul 
.mounds opened themselves^ and the ancestral 
spirits shouted with joy to their sons and 
grandchildren, from the funereal barrows of the 
steppe 1 

I turned away trom this vision on the mohill, 
and wrapped in my burka, hurried home to 
my warm and cheerful quarters in the house 
of the apothecary. On my way thither, the 
storm- wind was no longer whistling the Cossack 
mdody of Halla and Hurrah \" it seemed 
only to blow a warning in ray ears, which took 
the form of the words of a Sclavonic writer^ 
which I beg the reader to read over twice : 

We Sdavonians owe our Western brethren, 
a warning of the utmost moment. The man 
of the West is too forgetful of the north of 
EuiupL and of Asia, the home of piuuderiog 
and exterminating nations. Let no man believe 
that these nations have ceased to exist. They 
still continue there, like a doud big with tem- 
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pests, only awaiting the signal from above, 
to dart down from tiie table-lands of central 
Asia upon Europe. Let no one suppose that 
the spirit of Attila, Genghis KhaUi Tamerlane, 
Suwarof, the terrible scourges of humanity, 
is extinct * * * Those lands« those men, 
and that spirit are stffl there to keep dviUzation 
alive, and to warn it of the fact^ that it is not 
yet time for the West to torn its swords into 
ploughshares, or its barracks into charitable 
institutions/' 
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CHAPTER HI. 



Departure from Taiiagoria — Sceue at Tamau — Tlir river 
Koubau — The appearance of the Tschernomorski Cossacks 
compared with that of the Circassian — ^First sight of the 
CauoBsns — AmTalat£katennodar — Fictnre of that City 
—Danger of trayeUmg along tbe KoalNoi— The Cathedral 
of Bkaieimodaiv-Its Garrison — Cause of the sabmisaion of 
the Ciroasflian Tribes on the left bank. 

My frail quarters at Faiiaguna seemed aljout 
to be shaken down every moment by the 
violence of the wind on the night of March 
9th. This was, however^ positively the last 
appearance of the Boreas of the steppes. The 
wind fell after midnighti and a bright frosty 
morning showed that the weather was changed, 
and that the Black Sea would soon be calm. 
The smiling face of my host^ on his appearance, 
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intimated that he was the bearer of good 
news. A vessel had arrived at Kertch with 
a carriage of such an outlandish shape, that 
it must be mioe. Two minutes later, 1 was 
cheered with the sight of Stephen Nogell, my 
Hungarian servant, a faithful, friendly Magyar, 
who accompanied me in all my peregrinations 
in Southern Russia. With him came M, V — ^f, 
a native of the Netherlands, serving as a volnn- 
teer in the army of the Caucasus, and who 
begged for a plaoe in my carriage, which I 
gladly gave hira. M. V — had passed many 
years in the Caucasus, knew the country and 
the people in the mountains and the steppes 
well ; and being bmiliar with the Russian and 
Tartar tongues, was a very useful as well as 
amusing companion. 

I parted from my friendly host, whose eyes 
were the onlv moist ones that I left behind me 
in the land of the Cossacks ; but when I 
arrived at Taman, I was detained by a most 
unpleasant piece of business. The postmaster 
and his people would only furnish me with 
horses, and not with rope harness. The Russian 
sub-othcer, who accompanied me, maintained 
that it was all a pretence, that the Tschemo- 

H 2 
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morski Cossacks were the most impud^t 
rascals in the world, and must be resisted. He 
proceeded to administer a volley of oaths, 
accompanied with heavy blows on the table, 
to bring the postmaster to reason, charging 
him with want of respect to a foreigner under 
imperial protection. The postmaster appeared 
terrified, but had probably no ropes to produce. 
I would have willingly yielded, but the sub* 
officer insisted. 

Unluckily my friends, the Don major and 
the staff officer, had left Taman. , I, therefore, 
sent the sub-officer with the circular note of 
the Minister Perowski to the Commandant. 
In the Crimea this document had always 
ensured respect and obedience. But here I 
soon discovered that the good folks were only 
used to the influence of epaulettes and decora- 
tions. The Commandant treated my papers 
with indifference, observing that I had no 
Tchin, and maintain^ that the postmaster 
was right. After a good deal more parleying, 
the Commandant declared the affair to be a 
mere trifle, and said he would defray the cost 
of the ropes. This remark silenced me, and I 
sent my servant to buy the ropes at the bazaar. 
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I only mention this scene to show that my 

eyes were opened to sonic new truths in the 
land of the Cossacks. You do not find there 
tiio slavish humility, grovelling respect, trem- 
bling awe^ which soldiers^ serfs, lower employ^, 
and all of lower degree show to then* superiors 
in Muscovy, and display especially to those who 
are connected with the central government of 
St. Petersburg, and to all excellencies and high- 
nesses. The staff officer said that the Cossacks 
were broken in to discipline and subordination. 
This is true in general. Their free, manly spirit 
is broicen and gone ; but there is a wide inter- 
val between Cossack discipline and the servile 
obedience of the genuine Russians. 

Every observant traveller on the banks of 
the Don and the Kouban must perceive that 
he is among a people who have never known 
serfdom or conscription, that even the comujon 
men have not quite forgotten that their sires 
were free, and that they defended their home in 
the steppe as gallantly against the Kings of 
Poland and the Czars as against the Osmanli 
Padischah and the Khan of the Golden Horde. 
Nor have they yet forgotten their special pri- 
vileges, of which they have only been deprived 
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about a dozen years. A Kussian employ^ once 
had a dispute about the price of a horse, with 
a Cossack, at a post-station in the Caucasus. 
The Cossack stuck firmly^ but courteously, to 
his demand. 

"What do you mean, soldier?" exclaimed 
the functionary, offended at the independent 
attitude of the Cossack. 

** Ja ud soldaty ja Kasak/* (I am not a 
sddier, I am a Cossack), rejoined the cavaBer, 
vury quietly. 

Despotism does not weigh with such a hea?y 
hand on the Don and the Oural as on the 
banks of the Neva, the Moskwa, and the 
Vistula. The cause of this is very appar^t. 
It is because these southern horsemen have 
stiU a way of escape left open to them, whibt 
it has been cut off from the other vassals of 
Russia. The Tschemomorski can, if needs be, 
enter his boat, trust himself to the currents 
of the Black Sea, and escape to A^uitoEa. 
The occupants of the Stanitzas,* on the Terek 
and the Kouban, if oppressed, can fly ov^ the 
river to the Nc^ays and Kabardans, and if 
reduced to eiartremity, seek refuge among the 

* J^orti&ed Cossack villages. 
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mouutaios of their mortal enemies, the Cir- 
cassians. They would never be ddiirered up, 
by any chance, and Plough their lot be hard, 
yet it is preferable to the fearful situation of 
a grey-coated conscript^ condemned for life to 
carry the musket, and submit to the blows of 
the Russian provost ! 

''What a frightful country 1'^ remarked my 
Magyar, after we had passed three post-stations, 
and the scenery became more bald and mono- 
touuus. The dark-blue foaming waves of the 
Sea of Azoff had duHipp<»red, uul nothing 
remained but the muddy water of the Temrju- 
kian iiman* An endless plain extended to 
the eastward. The mohills, and other land- 
marks, were becoming rarer, and at length, 
the only elevations were the little molehills 
raised by the steppe marmot. The mountain 
chain of the Caucasus was not visible from 
this spot. Only a few men and herds are 
to be met with in the Tsdiernomorski plains ; 
1 encountered no travellers whatever. The 
western, or lower part of the Kouban is seldom 
visited even by Russian travellers. All who 
are not called by business to Ekaterinodar, 
prefer the more convenient route by Novo- 
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Tscherkask and Stavropol to the Caumus. 
Almost all the Arm^ian traders from Odessa 
ibllovv this road, or cross in the steam-boat 
from Kertoh to Redout-Kaleh. The road by 
Stavropol is also the nearest for military men 
prooeediDg from St Petersburg to Tiflis. Those 
who wish to avoid the difficult winter journey 
through the mountain passes, embark on board 
the steamers at Kertch, which jgive them 'a 
free passage to Mingrelia. 

We passed the first night in the post-house 
of Temjuk, and the second in the Stanitza 
of Kopilskaja. On the third day we dashed 
along at a flying gaflop to £katerinodar. No 
one travels by night in these regions, on account 
of the bands of Circassians that hang about 
liic road, concealed in the reedy thickets by 
the river's bank. It is only at the hour oi 
9 A.M., after the Cossacks have well examined 
the thickets adjoining the different kreposts, 
and when no alarm has been given from the 
look-outs, that the four well-fed Tschemo- 
morski horses are harnessed and the Cossack 
driver sweeps away over the steppe, as if death 
were at his heels. Everybody strives to reach 
before night some post-station, where he hnds 
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free quarters, with a deal sofa, table and chairs ; 
but no bed, and only one room. Yet there 
is seldom much competition on the Kuuban, 
from the want of comfort and security on the 
road. If, however, the room should chance 
to be occupied, the Russians of high rank— 
and you seldom meet any other travellers here . 
— are courteous, sociable and amiable. Room 
is souu found for the sti auger, and the samovar 
provides a refreshing supply of the Chinese 
herb, so popular with all classes of the com- 
munity in Muscovy. The superior Russian 
officers take with them, moreover, a whole 
larder and batterie de cum»^, caviare, meat- 
patties, pheasants and punch, and the forrigner 
is politely invited to share these good things. 
But if the traveller happen to meet no one, 
and visits the country at fast time, he fares 
badly. When I was there, the fast or the 
lowness of the river had put a check to 
shooting, and no one offered me any game, 
which is generally plentiful. I was, conse- 
quen%, reduced to a rice diet. 

The Black Sea Cossacks ought, more cor- 
rectly, to be styled the Kouban Cossacks; 
for their abode is principally by that river. 
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few of them living near the Euxine, on account 
of its marshy shore in this neighbourhood. 
The Tschernomorski have room enough in all 
conscience, as there are only about twenty 
families to twenty square miles. This is one 
of the dreariest regions I ever beheld. Not 
a hill, rock, or wood to break the monotony 
of the prospect It is true, the traveller has 
no cause to fear pantiiers or rattlesnakes ; but 
if the inhabitants are of my opinion, these 
descendants of the Saporogi must be far from 
grateful to Catherine for having been presented 
with this territory. Tschernoraorzia is a fruitful 
and marshy level, desperately monotonous. The 
streams descending from the Caucasus pursue a 
sluggish course when they reach the steppe. 
Their turbid currents leave behind them, ere 
they reach the plains, those mighty trachyte 
and porphyritic boulders, which they roll 
along in their angry tide as they thunder 
down the mountain heights in picturesque 
cataracts. In the steppe, they soon change 
their character; theur ftll is slight, their bed 
broad and deep, and they leave a heavy deposit 
of mud on their banks, which are fringed 
with trees and brushwood, offering the only 
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vegetation to relieve the eye. From tlie right 
bank of the Kouban to the Don is one 
immense level, without wood or rock — in 
summer a luxuriant pasturage, in winter one 
field of snow. The previous winter having 
been mild, I found the land of the Cossacks 
enamelled with flowers in the month of March. 

The Tschernomorski Cossacks are handsome 
men in the full sense of the term. Not only 
are they distinguished for their athletic and 
powerful figures, but their features are well 
chiselled and expressive. They are the hand- 
somest Sclavonic tribe that I have ever seen. 
Even when beardless, their faces are handsomer 
than those of the Cossacks of the line, who 
have no decided type about them, and whose 
finest men remind you sometimes of Cir- 
cassians, at others of Turks and Tartars. 
Military r^;ulations having condemned both 
imperial and beard, the Tschernomorskis cul- 
tivate their mustachios with especial tenderness. 
. They draw them out so, that they often stretch 
beyond their cheeks, and they comb and wax 
them with great care. Few people can boast of 
handsomer mustachios; even the Hungarians 
must yield them the palm in this respect. 



Digitized by Google 



THE COSSACKS 



In other points^ these two races have so much 
resemblance between them, that my young 
Magyar was quite struck with it. But they 
haye no affinity to their Circassian neighbours 
across the Kouban. V 

The Schapsooks, who dwell on its left bank, 
are spare and finely formed^ and a mighty energy 
speaks out of their thin eagles* faces^ which 
are characteristic of the Circassian type. The 
frame of the Tschemomorskis is, on the other 
liandy more robust and athletic than elegant, 
and an expression of repose and phlegm reigns 
in their handsome and regular countenances, 
which presents the most marked contrast to the 
warlike fire flashing from the eyes of the Cir- 
cassian Usdens (chiefs) • The winter dress of the 
Cossacks is not becoming ; they wrap themselves 
in sheepskin coats, which give them a some- 
what grotesque appearance. Even when under 
arms, and escorting a convoy, they retain their 
unwieldy attu-e, which is only exchanged for the 
blue uniform when the inspecting general makes 
his appearance on the Kouban. 

Ninety versts"*^ from Taman, between Temr- 

* A Russian verst == O'l 43376 of a German geographical 
• mil^ 0*23960 of a ^'renck mile, of 25 to a degree, two-thirds 
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juk and Kopibkaja, the chain of the Caucasus 
is seen for the first time on the southern 
horizon of the Kouban Steppe. The first 
appearance of these mountains is not so 
imposing as might be imagined, owing to 
their great distance, and because their giant 
summits, the Elbruz, Kasbek, and Passenta, are 
not yet visible. Nor can you distinguish from 
hence the peculiar features of the Caucasus, 
furrowed with wild ravines, and broiien by 
pointed summits and jagged outlines. Even 
farther east, between Kupiiskaja and Ekate- 
rinodar, the distant chain veUed in mist did 
not assume a picturesque form. The mountains 
appeared almost of an uniform height, and only 
a single peak, which bore some resemblance to 
the Tschatir Dagh, in the Crimea, rose to a 
considerable elevation above the others. The 
farther we advanced into the land of the 
Cossacks, the more did the Caucasus appear 
to run away from us. Its snowy summits 
entirely disappeared from view on the other 

of a British statute mile, or 1166 yards 2 feet; 10 i versts • 
make 60 English geoppraphical miles. See Preface to 
** Wrangel's Namti?e of an £zpediti(m to the Polar Sea." 
Edited by Major Edward Sabine. 
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side of Ustlabinskaya. A misty atmosphere 

concealed this southern background till our 
arrival at EkateriiK^rad, on the Terek, where 
we at length obtained^ on a ^e day, a full 
view of the colossal Caucasian chain, which, I 
must confess, produced an indescribably sublime 
impression upon me. 

We reached Ekaterinodar, the capital of the 
Tschemomorski Cossacks, in good time on the 
12th of March. The Yamschick (driver) of 
the last station, dreading the Circassians in the 
thickets to the right, urged his horses to a terrific 
pace, and our carriage flew along with the speed 
of lightning. I was engaged in thanking my 
stars that the steppe did not bring forth stones, 
when we suddenly encountered another hostile 
element. The carriage stuck fast in the mud* 
No cursing or thrashing could make the horses 
drag it out; and though it was sorely against 
the will of my Cossack that we alighted, we 
were forced to leave it behind us. Albeit our 
stalwart mustachioed driver swore that he had 
often got out of a worse mess, and swang 
his whip con furore, we soon found that 
it was a hopeless business — lasciate ogni 
sperama — and we made our way to the town 
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on foot, leaving our luggage to be brought after 
us on men's backs. 

On an impartial estimate of the Cossack 
capital, and after compariug it with many 
hundred cities whither my peregrinations have 
led me, I readily admit, that none can dispute* 
with it the palm of being the first mndhole in 
the world. 

But comfort yourself, my dear feUow/' said 

my Dutch companion, ''you soon get accus- 
tomed to it in the steppe. Besides, this is not 
much. This is only the appearance of Ekate- 
rinodar in fine dry weather. You should come 
here during a wet winter to know this city of 
sloughs, and to see the formidable barrier which 
its filth presents to the Circassians. It is very 
lucky that nothbg but the carriage stuck fast* 
Many riders, with their horses, have been 
embogged for days together." Thus comforted, 
1 entered the Cossack town. 

I have often seen designs of Cossack towns 
in Russia, but they give you no just idea of 
them* You must visit them yourself to know 
what they are like. Steppe towns and steppe 
life have nothing analagous in the West A 
man, looking down on die Tschernomorski 
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capital from a balloon, would form no unfa- 
vourable idea of it. Almost all the houses are 
small, are built of mud and earth, some few 
of woody and all are thatched with straw, 
save the residence of the Hetman. But the 
streets are straight, broad and airy, and the 
houses look like rows of soldiers. It contains 
many gardens and orchards, carefully tended, 
and refreshing to the eye after the bare steppes. 
But, let the traveller draw near, and he will 
be disenchanted. The Polish element, dirt, 
prevails everywhere. Black swine are seen on 
all sides, wallowing in the filth, and a ceaseless 
grunting jubilee greets the ear from morn till 
dewy eve. The inhabitants are noted for the 
breeding of swine, uud for their excellent bacon. 

No walls, ramparts, or ditch surround the 
place, which, as my Dutch friend remarked, 
is more effectually defended by its filth. The 
town contains a krepost in its centre, to which 
the inhabitants can retire in extremity, though 
it is a weak post. It certainly gives no high 
idea of Circassian valour that they have never 
made an attempt to storm Ekaterinodar, whose 
fort is only protected by a low wall and ditch, 
which could be deared by a good horseman. 
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But the fact is, that the tribes of the Caucasus, 
like all mountaineerSi are ody terrible on their 
own ground. Genuine bighlanders have never 
been conquerors of the world. The hordes of 
Attila, Genghis Khan, and Tamerhne, were 
inhabitants of the steppe and table-lands, and 
die Saracen and Perrian hosts of Omar and 
Nadir issued from the wilderness. The great 
losses experienced by die Russians in the Cau- 
casus were always owing to their attempts to 
penetrate into the woods^ defiles, and moun- 
tains. 

General Id, a maa of no very brilliant 

talents, commanded at Ekaterinodar during the 
absence of Lieutenant-General Sawadofski, who 
was at that time Iletman of the Don Cossacks. 
This worthy informed me that I had been 
' very imprudent in travelling without an escort, 
adding that three thousand Circassians had 
lately swam across the Kouban, between Tcm- 
rjuk and Ekaterinodar; that he had issued 
orders to have aD the thickets seardied before 
day-break along the road; but that the wily 
mountaineers often escape detection, and even 
with an escort, the traveller is far from safe. 
These sentiments, emanating firom one inte- 
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rested in giving a favourable view of the 
country, made some impression on me» and 
I resolved to stay a few days at Ekaterinodar, 
in order to make farther inquiries as to the 
best mode of proceeding. The March wind 
blew so cold, that I felt no inclination to 
be dragged off naked to the mountains, and 
to freeze there as a Circassian slave. M. V — f 
was discussing pheasants and other ddicacies 
with some Cossack friends. I went to visit 
the little fort, and quaint Cossack CathedraL 
This building is formed of six high and 
grotesque wooden pillars. Two monstrous bells 
were ringing for evening worship ; a strange, 
uncouth peal, such as I never heard elsewhere. 
I never saw less taste or more gaudy finery 
about any religious edifice than this. The 
altars were groaning with gold and silver 
ornaments, fiags, and pictures of saints; but 
the wooden walls of the church are very filthy. 
The limbs of the saints are of solid silver ; but 
their faces are ridiculous distortions. The Blade 
Sea Cossacks seemed even less conyersant with 
the fine arts than the Arabs of Constantine. 

My friend, the English traveller, Longworth, 
asked me, on my return to Constantinople, 
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about the treasures iu the Cathedral at £ka- 
terinodar. Many Europeans who have read 
the travels of Klaproth, fancy that this region 
is richer in gold and precious stones than any 
province in Russia. This is an error. Few 
of the Black Sea Cossacks accompanied the 
Russian armies in their lucrative campaigns. 
Most of the booty in Poland, -l^y^ ^c.^ snd 
the German ducats worn by Cossack giils as 
necklaces, were carried off by the Don, and 
other tribes farther north. The Kouban and 
Terek Cossacks, as protectors of the empire 
to the south, wiU never be removed far irom 
the frontier. Their engagements have been 
chiefly with the Circassians, and the finery in 
the Cathedral at Ekaterinodar testifies rather 
to their devotion than their wealth. 

The population of Ekaterinodar amounts 
to five thousand souls, including the garrison. 
The latter is composed of eight hundred, mostly 
married, but able-bodied Cossacks, and one 
hundred and fifty foot soldiers. If a signal 
from the outposts annotmce a Circassian in- 
cursion, the whole mounted garrison turns 
out into the steppe, and oflen goes some 
versts away. The small body of infantry is 
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the only garrisoa thai remuns, and, as we 
have said before, it gives no high idea of 
Circasrian prowess, that the ^aoe has not been 
taken ere now. Mr. Longworth, who resided 
among ihe Shapsooks, and knew this people 
well, is justly of opinion tiiat we ought not 
to measure thrir wariike qualities by a European 
standard. Always accustomed to bush lighting, 
to incurrions and stratagems, the Circassians 
are not adapted to large and deliberately planned 
expeditions. Rebellious to disdjdine, they are 
incapable of profiting by the advantages result- 
ing from personal bravery, by order and a 

systematic co-opiiration of infantry and cavalry, 
by the taotieal evolutioas of European troops, 
and the concentration of masses on a given 
point I have ofieu discussed this matter at 
Pera with Mr. Longworth, over our tdiibouks, 
and we both came to the conclusion, that no 
great result could be expected from an offensive 
war against the Russians, at least in the Western 
Caucasus, and that it was, on the whole, the 
best policy of the Circassians to reserve all their 
strength for a defennve war. On their own 
ground, they will long form a terrible force, 
and many years will elapse ere the Museovs 
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wrest from them any decided advantage. After 

the experience of the Russians, for half a century 
in the Caucasus^ it may be safely affirmed that 
two centuries must elapse before the moun- 
taineers are completely curbed, and under the 
yoke of the ukase. Nor will the most attentive 
observer of contemporaneous history be disposed 
to admit as a certainty, that the Russian Cabinet 
will have the abilityi or the inclination^ to per- 
severe in its momentous undertakbg for so 
long a period. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Circassians in Ekaterinodar and in Turkey — ^Beauty of 
the genuine Adighe people— Chora-Beg— Peaceable inter- 
conxae between the CSoesaeks and Ciroa8fliftiifl--'Bdatums of 
ihe Neatial Ttibee— An Erening among tbe CosBack»— 
AdTentnres of a Oennan Physician in the Oanoasiis— Aiti- 
Mollali, ihe grateful Circassian, an Episode of the War in 
the Caucasus^ 

Thb FHday market at Ekaterinodar swarmed 

with Circassians. They were handsome men, 
with coal-black beards, aquOine noses^ and 
flashing black eyes. This was the first occasion 
on which I saw a lai^ge body of them together. 
I had often met single Circassian wanderers else- 
where, in Asiatic Turkey, in Southern Russia, on 
the Black Sea, and on the Sea of Marmora. You 
often meet with natives of the Caucasus at 
Constantinople, dressed in the well-known Cir- 
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cassian costume; but they are members of 

some of the various tribes that people the 
Caucasian isthmus, aud their figures and faces 
differ as much as their character and occu- 
pation. The Tschigeths and Abchasians^ who 
are not noted for their heroic valour, carry on 
the slave, or some other trade with Turkey; 
the ardently religious Lesghian and Tschet* 
schensian has, probably, the pilgrimage to 
Mecca in view; the object of the Usden is, 
perhaps, the love of adventure, sympathy with 
the Turks, and visits to eminent relations. 
It is very possible, however, to meet with 
twenty individuals in the bazaar in Constanti^ 
nople, wearing the Circassian costume, without 
possessing the Circassian type. This frequently 
occasions erroneous statements regarding the 
celebrated beauty of these mountaineers, whom 
many tourij>ts at Constantinople pronoui^ce to 
be unworthy of their iame. Even the Caucasian 

squadrons of the guard at St. Petersburg consist 

of the greatest possible mixture of the tribes. 

The genuine Adigh^ must be seen on the 
Kouban; it is here that you find the most 
splendid representatives of that tribe. 

The Psadooks, to the south of Ekaterinodar, 
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and, still more, the Shapsooksy whose abode 
is situated a few miles beyond the Kouban, 
and extends as far as the most northern 
declivity of the highest chain, belong to the 
handsomest of the tribes, and are supposed, 
together with the Kabardans, to speak the 
pm-est dialect of the Adigh^ language. I grant 
that those who expect to find ideals of manly 
beauty throughout these tribes, will be often 
greatly disappointed. For even among the 
Circassians, the great body of the people consists 
of additions from other raees, of Taasabaiul 
slaves of noblemen, whose origin cannot be 
easily ascertained, but who are probably the 
descendants of prisoners, or of subjugated tribes. 
The Circassian nobles, worksy e« knights, 
form at most on&-fifth, and some well-informed 
Russians say only on^tenth, of the Adigh^ 
people. These men alone have hereditary 
possessions, slaves, and votes in the deliberative 
uaemblies; and it is only these tvorb, and 
the still more distinguished members of the 
princely fiunilies (jMekfo), who are entided to 
the high praise lavished on Circas^n beauty. 
This aristocratic caale despises aB connedion 
with a plebeian, even if he is free, and has 
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become rich by trade. The Circassian noble- 
man only courts the daughter of his peer, 
and preserves thereby the purity of the race, 
the nobility of blood and person, the beauty 
of physiognomy, the chivalrous pride of bearing, 
and a peculiar elegance of movement, manners, 
and mode of speech. 

The Circasnan knight is characterized by a 
personal superiority, which has its origin alike 
in his mental energy, and in the conscbusness 
of his bodily strength and beauty. This supe- 
riority of the pure Circassian betrays itself equally 
vmder the Muscovite discipline, and in tlie 
Mussulman £ast, where the sons of the Cau- 
casus at Cairo, as Mamelukes, and at Stamboul, 
^ Fachas, always played a distinguished part. 
Even the Turk, who imposes on aD other 
Orientals by certain magnanimous qualities^ 
admits the snperimity of the Circassian Usdens. 
The Emperor Nicholas, who maintained an iron 
discifdine amongst all the various kinds of 
troops in his immense empire, displayed a 
strikmg consideration towards the Circassian 
squadrons of his guard. Persons who are inti- 
mately acquainted with the arrangements at 
St Petersburg, relate many characteristic anec- 
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dotes that show how the bold, Independent 
spirit of these Caucasian mountuneers remaiiis 
unbroken by the Russian rod, and how this 
spirit so imposes on the Emperor, and even 
on the severest of barrack-masters, the Grand 
Duke Michael, that both have otleu tolerated 
open mutiny. 

At a review, when the Circassian cavalry once 
plainly refused to obey orders, the Emperor 
was satisfied with giving them a formal rebuke 
through Count Benkendorf. By the side of 
the coarse heavy Russian soldier, the Circassian 
looks like an eagle amongst a flock of bus- 
tards. An Englishman, who resided a long 
time at St. Petersburg, relates that whenever 
the multitude draws back in terror, in a crowd, 
you may be sure that an officer of the guards^ 
a policeman or a Circassian is coming. They 
do not venture even to punish very severdy 
capital crimes committed by these people. A 
who once plunged his kinschal't' 
into the heart of a droschky driver at St. 
Petersburg, because of an exorbitant ftre^ was 
only punished by being sent back to the Cau- 

♦ Dagger. 
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casus. The knout, and exfle for life, to the 

Siberian mines would have been the fate of all 
Sdavomc subjects of the Czar committing the 
same offence. 

Amongst the Circassians at Ekatmnodar, 
one work, belonging to the Shapsook tribe, was 
especially remarkable for his beauty and im* 
posing bearing. All the most picturesque fonns 
of Arabs and Moors that I saw in Algeria must 
strike their colours before this eagle of tfie 
Caucasus. 1 certainly found, subsequently, in 
Mingrelia, more ideal coimtenaoccs, approach- 
ing nearer to the antique Apollo type; hut 
their expression was too soft and effeminate, 
and the hero's head on the Kouban pleased me 
better. I stood some time rooted to the ground 
before the Shapsook, so powerful was the im- 
pression he made upon me. " What a study ?** 
thus I mused, " for a German painter, who in 
vain seeks for such modds in Rome, or for a 
Yernet, who finds in groups of Arabs the 
highest aim for his brush The forms of the 
Arabs, whidi are rather priestly than warlike, 
represented by Vemet at Versailles, would not 
create such an effect as a picture of a Circassian 
by a Peter Hess 1 The Shapsook chief appeared. 
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however, quite conscious of his splendid appear^ 
ance. With a proud beariogi and the Ugbt, 
half-floating step, peculiar to these mountaineers, 
he stalked through the groups of Cossacks into 
the market, casting looks of the profoundest 
oontempt on their unwiddy forms thickly 
wrapped in sheepskins. His uncommonly 
spare hgure, his beautiful foot, the spirit and 
chbdrous character of aD his moTements, the 
richness of his dress and the splendour of his 
arms contrasted very fiivourably with the mus- 
cular, but somewhat uncouth make, and the ugly 
woolly winter dothing of the Tsdieroomorskis. 
Nor was the contrast less striking between the 
noble profile of his face, and his magnificent eyes, 
and the beautiiul, well fed, but entirely vacant 
and unmeaning countenances of his opponents 
on the right bank of the Kouban. 

By the assistance of a Cossadc, wbo knew 
the Adighe language, I succeeded in making 
Had aequamtance of the Caucasian knight, and ia 
entering into conversation with him. He was 
named Chora-Beg, and inhabited an aoul, thirty 
versts (twenty mUes) south of Ekaterinodar. 
He was astonished to find that J was neither a 

Moscof nor an ^' Inglis." He had only some 
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obscure knowledgti that, besides these two 
natioDSi thiere was another Chrialiaa people 
which had become very powerflil under Sultan 
Bunapartf and bad waged war with the Padi- 
w^a of the Rusnans. On the other hand, he 
had never heard oi the existence, or even name 
of a Nemz^ nation. He readily allowed me to 
examine his beautiful arms, and I showed him 
my double-barrelled fowling-pieee. He had 
never seen a fluted-rifle barrel^ and he seemed 
rather sceptical as to my assertion that it carried 
much farther than a common gun. 
a kinsehal and pistols, he wore a long, pon- 
derous, slightly curved cavahy sabre (scliasclxka), 
with an ivory and silver hilt, which, at my 
request, he drew from its scabbard, and bran- * 
dished twice in the air. How well he looked^ 
the chivalrous mouataineerl How his eagle 
eyes flashed 1 

On my asking him, how many Russians he 
had killed with his schaschka, a peculiar ex* 
pression passed over hb features. I could not 
exactly decipher the Circassian's inmost thought, 
but I fancied I could detect hatred and a 

* Nemse, or Nkmcf, is the name given bj Bmians to 
GonnaDfl^ and signifies the Diunb.^-'iiwMfMr. 
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curl of contempt in his striking phjsioiioray. 
He said that it was a long time since his tribe 
had been at war with Russia. Since the " deaf 
General" (Sass) had left the'land of the Cos- 
sacks, there had been a truce between the 
Russians and the Shapsooks. Only individuals 
among them were still disposed to join the 
bands of Adigh^s^ which come from a greater 
distance in the mountains to cross the Kouban. 
Doubtless^ Chora-Beg only told me half the 
truth, and the proud look of his eye whilst he 
spoke, belied his words. The Circassians sur- 
rounding him were inferior to him in corporeal 
beauty, and in nobleness of manners. Some of 
these were his vassals and retainers, who are 
called Tschofokotls, and who are a degree higher 
than the actual slaves (PschiUa)* Among the 
remaining Circassians who were present, were 
several men of the Psadook tribe, who enter- 
tained less hostile feelings against the Russians, 
and have lately made proposals of submission 
to Prince Woronzof. It was easy, at first 
sight, to distinguish the knights from the 
vassals and retainers in these groups, from 
the noble character of thdr features, and, 
indeed, of their whole person, even when they 
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were not conspicuous by their attire. The 
Usden only appears in his silver embroidered 
dress on extraordinary occasions, and I have 
never seen, on the Kouban or Terek, or in 
the interior of the Caucasus, coats of mail such 
as those worn by the Circassian squadrons at 
St. Petersburg. 

This unrestrained appearance of Circassians 
on Russian ground is a very significant feet, 
bearing on the present state of the Kouban 
district. It is a strange thing to see these 
men, who had invaded the country a few days 
before, perhaps, plundering and killing, now 
moving about peaceably among groups of 
Cossacks. The Russian system consists in 
oflFering a friendly reception to the neigiibour- 
ing tribes on the other side of the Kouban, 
in not forbidding access to their towns and 
stanitzas to their known enemies, and in giving 
a free passage to all Circassians who do not 
crowd together in too large bodies. 

The advantages and evils of ilm plan are 
nearly equally balanced. It is evident that 
the introduction of commercial habits is the 
most certain method that the Russians could 
employ to enervate the virile character of the 
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Adigh^ A system like this» which identifies 

the material prosperity of the Circassians with 
a peaceftd int»t»iirse with the Russians, must 
effect their object more surely and speedily 
than powder and shot, whidi have led to such 
severe losses, and obtained such slight results. 
Woronzof, by his recent regulations to facilitate 
barter with the Circassians, though to the loss 
of the treasury, has shown that he has a much 
deeper insight into the Caucasian question than 
his predecessors. On the other hand, it cannot 
be denied that this humane system has serious 
disadvantages, and is opposed by several of the 
most able and experienced oflioers in the army 
of the Caucasus. Numerous spies steal across 
the border among the Circassians, and move 
about without hindrance. Nothing escapes 
their practised eyes, and they bring back ac- 
curate details of all the stanitzas and kreposts, 
the weakest pomts of attack, &c. It will be 
difficult for the Russians to concentrate large 
bodies of men for an expedition without its 
being discovered immediately. Tlie wily plan 
of General Sass used to be,- to deoave the 
Circassians who frequented the markets, but 
his strat^^^ns did not always avail him. 
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Oa the left bank of the Kouban, opposite the 
Cossack capital) dwell the neutral or so-called 
irieadly tribes, nominally subject to Russia. 
Tbm territory extends from ten to thirty versts 
(twenty miles) southward towards the mountains. 
They are not very numerous, and their character 
and mode of life resemble more those of the Ka* 
bardansi than the highland Circassians. These 
poor people who till the ground as wdl as 
breed cattle, are in a deplorable situation. 
Hemmed in between the Russians and their 
opponents, they do their utmost to remain 
neutral, pledge their friendship to both parties, 
fight one day for the Russians, and the next for 
their compatriots, and answer the purpose of 
scouts and spies to both. Even a portion of 
the Psadooks and Schapsooks belong to these 
neutral tribes, besides the greater part of the 
inhabitants on both banks of the Laba. Th^ 
live too near the mouths of the Russian cannon 
to be able to bid them defiance with impunity, 
like their brethren in the south, who have a safe 
asylum dose at hand in their forests and ravines. 
They take part in most of the mountain assem- 
Uies of the Usdens, by means of deputies, when- 
ever important questions are in agitation, and 
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they always incline to the side of peace. A 
great many Usdens of the Schapsook tribe 
belong to this peace party. 

In the above^mentioaed assembliest the party 
that advocates quiet, and remonstrates against 
any warlike project, is generally the most 
numerous; but it is frequently overruled by the 
greater energy of the warlike minority^ and yields 
to avoid drawing on itself the revenge of the 
more combative mountaineers. The Russian 
generals always obtain correct information of 
what transpires in these assemblies, by means 
of well paid spies. It is not an unoommon 
case, however, for the tribes " friendly " to iius- 
sia, to join the incursions of the hostile moun<- 
taineers, either from lust for booty, or from fear 
of being chastized by their compatriots for their 
neutrality. If on the other hand, the Cossacks 
form an expedition to attack and bum down the 
abodes of their opponents, their Circassian allies 
are compelled to join them, receiving high pay 
for tlieir services ; but they do not pusli tlicir 
countrymen very dose, though they consume a 
great deal of powder, to satisfy the Russian 
generals, and fire over the heads of the hostile 
mountaineers. In all these expeditions^ a secret 
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understanding exists between the Circassians of 
the steppe, and of the mountainSi to do each 
other as little harm as possible. The Russian 
generals conduct themselves on the whole in a 
very fbrbearing manner towards the neutral 
tribes, because they prder to retain them as luke- 
warm friends, rather than to drive them to 
become declared enemies. 

At the same time, it should be remembered 
that these ambiguous allies afford the Russians 
the only inteUigence they obtain of the hostile 
glans hatched in the mountains. They are also 
serviceable in procuring an exchange of prisoners. 

During my walk, Mr. V — f, had dined with 
bis friends and comrades, and tossed off many a 
glass of brandy down his well-seasoned throat to 
the honour of the £mperor and to his own. 
When I met hiin agaio, he showed a bold face, 
and laughed at all the dangers that we might 
encounter on the road to Stavropol. "Courage/* 
he said, " we have eight Cossacks for an escort, 
and four loaded barrels in the carriage. If our 
troopers were to turn tail, we could at all events 
shoot down four of the scamps, and then resort 
to our swords and daggers. But nothing of the 
kind will happen. The whole line is in a state 
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of alarm, and troops are marchiog up from 
Stavropol. Be sure this is another &iae report^ 
and that the danger is maguihed by tear. 
I was only half oonvinoed by these assuranoes, 

but I willingly accepted my eompanion's offer 

to introduce me to his Cossack friends. We 

crawled into the little house of a Tchernomorski 
captain, where a drinking bout was taking place. 
A dozen mustaches were seated huddled together, 
playing at cards and drinking from vast bowls of 
vodka (brandy) before them. They were sit- 
ting over their dessert, and none of them were 
sober. The host shook hands with me so 
cordially, that I was ready to cry out with pain ; 
and immediately afier I had to incur the pressure 
of a dozen equally muscular gripes. None of 
the guests were above the captain in rank, and 
they spoke nothing but Russian. This was a 
good opportunity finr me to turn to account my 
slight fund of this language, but the Tcher- 
nomoiskis spoke such an uncouth dialect, or else 
my ears were so unpractised that I could scarcely 
follow them. The Cossacks did not approve of 
my resorting to an interpreter, as they like to 
talk face to face. 

I had no cause to complain of want of courtesy, 
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idther here or anywhere else in Russia. Hospi- 
tality is common to all the Sclavonic tribes, and 
as far as my experience goes^ it is more refreshing 
to the wanderer than that of the Tartars, Turks, 
and ArabSj which has been muclx exaggerated. 

On my entering, a wild tumult prevailed in the 
room, and the vodka drinkers seemed about to 
sink into a state of bestiality. The presence of 
a stranger made them sober. Even the Cossacks 
make great eSarts to conceal their state from 
foreigners. Builed and roast meat was handed to 
me, and the host went round the drde enjoining 
his guests to observe decorum in my presence. 
Travellers from the west are so rare on the 
Koubau, that they create quite a sensation among 
these rude Cossacks, who have sufficient vanity 
to wish a good impression to be made on their 
visitors. Hence my entrance put a stop to the 
cards, to the shouting and cursing, and even 
the vodka glasses were only sipped after a long 
pause. This scene rminded me of an opisode 
in the campaign of Charles XII against Peter 
the Great, rdated by Norberg. The Cossacks 
of the Ukraine, then allies of the Swedes, reeled 
up to the royal table after copious potations. 
The signs of intoxication had ever filled the 
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Swedish king with horror» and ia consideratioo 
of this feding, the Cossack commander promised 
General Rhenschild, that they would remain 
sober till ten o'dodc in the morning. I know 
not how long the self-denial of my Tchemo- 
morski^s would have lasted, but I soon freed them 
from their restraint, by retiring into a side room 
with a German physician and a dragoman, the 
two most cultivated inhabitants of Ekaterinodar. 
I passed a pleasant evening with these com<- 
panions, chatting over our tea, wliilst the Cos- 
sacks played and^ drank in the adjacent apart- 
ment. 

The German physiciani a man advanced in 
years, had passed an adventurous life, and his 
wanderings had ultimately led him, after many 
virissitudes, amongst the Tchernomorski Cos* 
sacks. There are, unfortunately, but too many 
specimens of these German adventurers in the 
East, men whose lives exceed the most fan- 
tastic romance* Most of them do little honour 
to the German name, but the doctor at Eka- 
terinodar was superior to the majority in mind 
and culture. He had run away from school 
in Germany, on account of some daring frolic, 
had gone to Russia, where his knowledge of 
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mediciQe obtained him a post la the navy, had 
married, and become a Rusnan sulject Hay- 
ing offended and challenged a superior officer, 
he had been degraded to the ranks ; he was 
said, also, to have been punished for a deficit 
in the balance of the hospital acconnts. His 
faithful wife, accompanied liim to the Caucasus, 
where, after some years, he obtained the four- 
teenth rank in the Tchin again. For the* 
second time degraded on account of a duel, he 
was forced to carry a musket for uiue years. 
At length, he became an officer once more, 
accompanied many expeditions as military 
surgeon, and was now stationed for a time on 
the Kouban, though he expected daily to be 
ordered on a route. His faithful wife had 
died whilst he was a private, and he bestowed 
many sighs upon her memozy. Though far 
trom envying the poor man his black bread 
diet of ten year's duration, I should have been , 
glad of enjoying his opportunities of obtainmg 
an insight into the Caucasus. 

As the doctor saw that I was espedally in- 
terested about this matter, he ransacked his 
memory to retail a series of adventures that he 
iiad experienced during his residence in the 
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Caucasus. The dragoman contradicted him 
sometimes^ and on many points he differed 
widely from the doctor. Yet both had enjoyed 
excellent opportunities for years^ of judging 
correedy men and manners in this part of 
the world, and both spoke fluently the Tartar 
language, which is the universal vehicle of in- 
tercourse throughout the Caucasian range. 

The dragoman had accompanied General — — 
in all his inspections, and had often resided for 
months together among the neutral tribes on 
the left bank of the Kouban* Neither the 
doctor nor the interpreter had a very favourable 
idea of the Circassians, but their judgment ol 
individual men and cases was diametrically op- 
posed. The doctor regarded the people over 
the Kouban in a somewhat milder light than 
the other, who would not allow the Circassians 
a single good quality, and even denied their 
bravery. I found equally contradictory state- 
ments in other parts of the East Men who 
had resided for many years on the spot, among 
the sMne people, under equally &vourable cir- 
cumstances, had the most conflicting opinions 
of theb value and importance. For example 
what can be more contradictory than the opinions 
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entertained of the Turks. It is an axiom, 
that a country should never be judged from 
the account of one single author. . Correct 
objective perception is a rare quality^ and im- 
partiality is observed by only a few* 

Though the Circassians have thdr native 
doctors, and have a high opinion of their 
skilly yet they gladly have recourse to Russian 
surgeons. I do not know a single people in 
the East, which does not place the most im« 
pUcit reliance in European physicians. The 
Kabyles and Arabs in Algeria readily consult 
the French chirurgiens majors, and the Cuf^ 
and Tschetschensians on the Kouban 
and Terek, come down to the Russian apothe- 
cary, if their own doctors can do them no 
good. 

The European doctor is held in high esteem 
even by the Koords, and the devil-worshippmg 
Yezidees. Hence the German doctor had a 
fair Circassian practice, and ventured as a 
hakim* over the Kouban into districts where 
every other European would have lost his life 

* Phymoiaa (Arabic^). The tem ii in general hbo 

tliiougkoui the East. 
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or his freedom. He admitted that, generally 
speaking, his philantbrophic exertioiis had not 
elicited much gratitude, yet he thought that 
some of bis Caucasiaa friends had testified 
then* friendship, and shown a noble spirit, 
from among the numerous tales and episodes 
<liat he related to us that evening, I shall 
introduce the following extracts, which I find in 
my Caucasian diary. 

It is a prevalent opinion/' began the 
doctor, among the Russians and Cossacks, 
that a war of extermination should be waged 
against the Circassians, because these people are 
perfectly incapable of appreciating gentleness, 
friendship and benefits conferred, are unsos* 
ceptible of any generous emotion, and because 
it is impossible to civilize them. Many inr 
stances of Circassian barbarity — fearful examples 
of retaliation, demoniacal acts of villany, will 
be related to you, in support of this opinion, 

and, possibly, these statements may contain half 

the truth. But whoever looks at aU deeply into 
the matter will not subscribe unconditionally to 
a condemnatory verdict, and will attribute many 
terrible events to circumstances. Many of their 
duef crimes may, to acortun extent, be exenised by 
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reason of their peculiar position ; as, for instance^ 
sale of thrir diildren. The latter go to pass 
a happy and a splendid existence at Stamboul; 
and the price of their beauty probably rescues 
their family from starvation, or prociu*es them 
powder and shot to defend their independence. 
The Circassians are a poor people; their nigged 
land is wanting in almost every necessary. 
When we consider the extreme disproportion 
between our means* and those of the Circassians, 
we ought not to wonder if they resort to des- 
perate expedients. Engaged in perpetual war- 
fare, and pledged by oath to resist the Russian 
yoke to the last drop of their bloody their 
manners caimot assume a more gentle character, 
without paralyzing theur powers of resistance. 

Nor have the Russians invariably, on their 
part, given a pattern of exemplary humanity. 
1 do not, on this account, accuse our generals ; 
for the sternest discipline is often unable to 
prevent terrible excesses in war. Blood calls 
for blood, and if an aoul is carried with the 
bayonet, it is puerile to talk of brotheriy love. 
Even the most rehned odicers, on such oc- 
casions, listen more readily to the voice of 
revenge, than to the counsels of policy, or the 
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dictates of humanity. This lies in the very 
nature of the thing. Benevolent philan- 
throphists may twaddle otherwise, but they do 
not know what war is» or what man is with 
all his passions. 

''The charge of black criminality and in- 
cui'able barbaiism, brought against the Cir- 
cassians^ is just as ridiculous as the absurd 
admiration expressed fur them by our country- 
man, the botanist, Charles Koch, and a posse 
of sentimental German poets. I have, more- 
over, some motives for vindicating them 
against this accusation, drawn from my personal 
experience. I grant that my Circassian prac 
tice did not bring me in much profit. (The 
mountaineers are generally not satisfied with 
medicine alone, but expect a present with it.) 
Yet I owe my life to a Circassian cured by me, 
and this^ after all is the handsomest fee that can 
be given to a doctor. Listen to my story, and 
judge for yoursdf. Thirteen years ago I was 
stationed with my regiment at Stavropol. I 
was at that time a private soldier, but do not 
imagine that my lot was so deplorable as that of 
the Russian grey-coat. Degradation to the 
ranks is of frequent occurrence in Russia, and a 
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man of education and position, who is reduced 
from the Tchin to the rank of a private, not for 
some dishouourable crime^ but on account of a 
common misdemeanour, such as carelessness in 
the management of crown property, an error in 
subordination, the impetuosity of temper^ or 
great peevislmess aud severity, is never exposed 
to all the hardships of a common soldier. His 
superiors arc always very considerate to him ; 
each of them endeavours, as far as possible, to 
alleviate his lot. No man is safe in Russia, and 
the same thing may happen to them any day. 
How many former generals are now carry ing 
muskets 1 Hence it is good policy for every 
officer to strive to alleviate the condition of 
those reduced to the ranks, as he thereby secures 
grateful friends to himself in case of a similar 
mishap befalling him. I must say, that during 
the long period that I served as common soldier^ 
my officers always behaved rather as friends than 
as superiors to me. I was always admitted into 
the society of the sub-officers, and chatted, drank, 
and played with them as an equal. This feature 
of Russian character, i. e. the mitigation of the 
severity of the system by considerate treatment of 
those reduced in rank, deserves uui commendation. 
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One evening I sat at play at Stavropol with 
two young lieutenants, when ray orderly entered 
with the announcement, that orders had just 
been issued to march to Kawkaskaja. I might 
have easily avoided this march, by shamming 
sickness. But heated by wine, being in an 
adventurous mood, and hoping to encounter 
some romantic episodes, I felt a strong desire to 
join the expedition. I seized my musket and 
cartouche box, placed myself in rank and file, 
and we marched to the beat of the drum ; 
my wife knew nothing about it. This sudden 
departure was occasioned by a despatch ^om the 
commandant of the fort of Kawkaskaja, con« 
taining a pressing demand for reinforcements, as 
the spies had informed him that he must prepare 
for the assault of a very large body of Circas- 
sians. When we reached the Kouban, the 
incursion of the mountaineers had abready taken 
place. But we found the whole Cossack popu- 
lation on foot, and the infantry and cannon 
prepared for the foe. We endeavoured to cut 
off the retreat of the enemy from the Kouban, 
and after a slight resistance they dispersed and 
fled. A great portion of them sought refuge in 
the thickets and reeds, but one body, pressed 
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ou all sides, rushed into a post-station, cut dowQ 
the aecretaryy osdero, and guards, and barricaded 
themselves in the house. The Cossacks of the 
lane attempted to storm it at once, but the Cir* 
cassians defended themselves like devils. Some 
dozen Cossacks were shot oQl their horses, and 
the foremost assailants were cut to pieces at the 
door. The Cossacks drew back, delayed and 
awaited the inftntry. My company received 
orders to carry the post-house at the point of the , 
bayonet Our general was on the spot in person, 
his fiery red countenance, rendered purple with 
wrath and vodka. Ha bawled a fearful oath at our 
captain, because he thought that he did not march 
fiist enough, and that he was shy of Circassiaii 
bullets. General — ki was a man of coarse mind 
and barbarous severity* In his fits of passion, 
he frightened us ten times more than all the 
Circassians put together. His curses gave wings 
to the legs of our captain, and the whole company 
set off running to storm the station. The windows 
were broken, the doors burst la, we fougiit iu the 
house and the stables, and after twenty minutes 
of an indescribably murderous conflict, not a 
Ciroissian stirred, but all our officers and one- 
third of our men had fallen on the spot. 
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'^When all was over, the wounded had been 

transported to the Krepost, and we were in the 
act of burying the dead in a large pit, it happened 
that an old Circassian recovered consciousness^ 
and looked earnestly with his large eyes, at the 
soldiers who were about to cast him in as a 
corpse. A soldier was raising his piece to run 
him through, when I interfei ed. The Circassian 
who was awaitmg the mortal stroke with perfect 
serenity, excited my compassiuu iu a greater 
degree than I haye ever experienced on other 
occasions, and in all the warlike scenes of a 
twenty year's military life in the Caucasus. 

You have no conception how beautiful this 
old man was, and what noble eyes be had. 
Notwithstanding the blood that disfigured his 
face, and his silvery beard, 1 thought I had never 
seen a more venerable head ; and he could not 
have created a more painful interest if he had 
been my own &ther. It is not uncommon for 
those whose fioer feehogs are not quite ex- 
tinguished by the horrors of war, to experience 
revulsions hke this, after the heat of the fight 
is over. As long as the conflict rages, and your 
blood boils, the most good-natured soldier is 
m^dless. An hour soon^i I should not have 
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warded off the bayonet from the old man ; 
perhaps I should have rim him through myself. 
I could mention numerous instances of humanity, 
especially in Poles ; but I never saw them in 
the heat of battle. The smell of powder, and 
the clash of bayonets and schaschkas seem to 
extinguish pity in the softest hearts. Men of 
gentle nature are especially rare under the 
Russian colours, compared with those who have 
no feehngs. The former are commonly young 
hands ; for war corrupts and destroys the noblest 
natures^ and in the Caucasus sooner than else- 
where. 

I caused the Circassian to be carried to the 
hospital of the Krepost, where one of my friends 
acted as chief surgeon. There was plenty of 
woijk for me now. I obtained leave of absence 
from barrack duty ; and I exchanged the 
musket for the scalpel^ a common accident in 
my life. Many Russians, as well as my Cir- 
cassian, required amputation. I cut off three 
fingers from his left hand. His right arm, 
which was much more injured, and his bad 
wound in the head, healed of themselves. When 
he was nearly cured, I took him to my room, 
where my wife, who had followed me from 
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Stavropol, nursed him very kindly. His con- 
valescence gave me greater pleasure than I ever 
experienced from the cure of any other patient. 
The Circassian was a MoUah ; the beauty of his 
head gave an intimation of his gende character 
and his piety. I procured him a Koran, in 
which he read from morning tiQ night ; and he 
was much given to prayer, which is not very 
usual with the Circassians. One day I made a 
little trip with my doctor along the Line, in 
order to visit patients. When I returned, I 
learnt with surprise that my old Circassian 
was flown. He was not very narrowly watched, 
because he was considered to be too weak to run 
away. About noon, he had crept to the banks 
of the river, where he used often to go and warm 
his limbs in the sun. There he prayed, and then 
the sentry saw him plunge into the river, and swim 
across with powerful strokes. I remained some 
time longer at Kaukaskaja ; but I heard nothing 
more of him. Nevertheless, my wife fancied 
that a quarter of Iamb, which was brought as a 
present by a common Circassian, came from 
the old man. 

" Five years later, I was removed again to the 
Kouban, where I was directed to establish a 



Digitized by Google 



AND THE CAUCASUS. 147 

hospital. I had been restored, in the interim, to 
the rank of officer^ and had an appointment as 
assistant-sLugeon. I was often visited by inyalid 
Circassians; and 1 made occasional visits to their 
aouls, where I invariably met with a hospitable 
reception. The usual fee of a doctor in those 
mountains, consists of milk, honey, bread, grapes, 
and wine, and, as a rarity, half a lamb. Money 
is seldom or never given by the Circassians, even 
if they are tormented by a painful malady. 
They pref^ to meet death with stoical in- 
difference, rather than pay a couple of silver 
roubles for a glass of physic. One day, a 
blooming young Circassian called upon me, and 
begged me to visit his grandfitther, who was ill 
in a neighbouring aoul of the Psadook tribe. 
He assured me that I should be quite satisfied 
with my fee. I was in a bad temper; and 
having no inclination for the ride, I bluntly 
decHned the proposition of the young man, 
notwithstanding the gentle but pressing sup- 
plication he made, that I would accede to it. 
He persisted, however, in his request; he would 
absolutely take no refusal, and swore solemnly 
that if I went, I should far from repent of it. 
At length, he oiicred me a handful of roubles, 
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which I might keep as a security, if I happened 
not to be satisfied with the fee for my visit. Such 
an offer was very unusual ; and I had never seen 
a disposition of this sort in the Circassian cha^ 
racter. I raight have been offended with good 
reason at the proposition ; but the open coun- 
tenance of the young mountaineer, who had 
scarcdy emerged from boyhood, his honest look 
and noble bearing, ended by inspiring rae with 
confidence and sympathy* In a querulous tone, 
I ordered my servant to saddle my horse, and 
crossed over the Kouban at Ustlaba, accompanied 
by my Cossack servant and the Cvcassian. 

" The aoul was represented by the youth as 
bring only fifteen versts distant from Ustlaba. 
But we proceeded much farther without seeing 
the aouL My servant became anxious, and 
drew my attention to the circumstance, that we 
had already passed the dwelling-place of the 
Fi^adooks ; and I began to share his suspicions. 
To add to our annoyance, the road became more 
difficult, passing tlirough endless bogs and reedy 
thickets. I no longer ventured to think of 
returning, and complained bitterly to my 
guide that he had led me astray. But he 
xemdined perfectly placid, looked at me as 
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honestly as before : aud when he perceived that 
my anxiety was nevertheless on the increase, 
he handed me his pistols, with the words : 
* Shoot me, if you find yourself deceived by me/ 
AtleDgth, we caught sight of an aoul ia a moun- 
tain ravine^ which the youth pointed out to us. 

"I was led into the principal house, which 
was surmounted by a square tower with battle- 
ments. An old man was seated in the second 
room, wrapped in his burka. He arose on my 
entrance, and saluted me in a very dignified 
manner by placing both hands on his heart. 
Imagine my astonishment, when I recognized 
him as my old patient of Kaukaskaja I Our 
recognition and salutation was very hearty; and 
soon his sons, daughters, grandsons and grand- 
daughters advanced to salute their guest All 
asked me about my wife, who had nursed thfi 
old man so carefully, and expressed thdr sorrow 
when they heard that she was dead. I cannot 
speak in too high terms of the handsome and 
flattering reception I encountered from aU, in- 
cluding the young and beautiful girls, who, 
though more graceful than the most elegant 
Parisians, were very coarsely attired. Their faces 
ware unveiled ; and they did not show the least 
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constraint in their demeanour, as is usual with 
other Mohammedan females. Carpets and. 
burkas were arranged to give me a comfortable 
seat ; bread, honey, wine, and fruit, coffee and 
viands were handed to me ; and a whole lamb 
was placed on a spit, to roast over the charcoaL 
Never in my whole life have I felt so much 
professional pleasure as I experienced in the 
family circle of this most grateful Caucasian 
patient 

" Arti-Mollah — such was the old man's name 
— appeared the most important individual in 
the aoul, and the respect in which he was held 
was attested by the circumstance that none of the 
nobles even ventured to sit down in his presence. 
My enquiry as to who required my advice, met 
with no direct reply, but I was informed that I 
should see in the evening. Soon after this, 
there was a great stir in the aoul, nmdi tumult 
and noise were perceptible without, one band of 
kn^hts arriyed after another, and even before 
nightfall some thousands of Circassians were 
encamped on the slopes of the mountains. I 
now began to perceive that a military expedition 
was projected, and I became deeply concerned. 
The young people bustled about in all directions^ 
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but the old Mollah remained perfectly trauquil, 
seated by my dde. The room graduaDy filled 
with guestSs who all appeared chieftains of the 
highest rank, haughty, magnificent men, glitter- 
ing with the most splendid arms. The Mollah 
entered into an animated conversation with them 
in the Adigh^ language, which I do not under* 
stand ; he seemed to be relating his connection 
with me. Their eagle eyes were fixed oq me : 
long did they measure me with the most intent 
observutioD, and tben they addressed me politely 
in the Tartar tongue, in which language the 
conversation was coatiuued, as most of them 
understood it. 

" At tliis moment, which was one of such 
painful anxiety to me, I did not think it oppor- 
tune to press my old host with questions. 
But when the room became gradually empty, 
and the splendid knights and horsemen seemed 
to have withdrawn, I ventured to request an 
explanation of tihe riddle. An attack was pro- 
jected on the stanitza where I had established a 
hospital. A Polish deserter was thw guide, 
and the Circassians appeared confident of success. 
Arti-MoDah knew that I was living there, he 
had induced me to leave it the day before the 
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projected attack on the stanitza, in order to save 
my life, and to this end he had sent bis gnuid« 
son to me with a pretended message. Unhappily 
the result only justified too well the daring con- 
fidence of the foe. They crossed the river 
during a pitch-dark night, without having 
attracted the observation of the Cossack out- 
posts. The morning mist pmmtted the Cir- 
cassians to creep close up to the stanitza, and 
the Polish deserter showed them the place where 

entrance was the easiest. Seldom has an in- 
cursion across the Kouban been more sucoessfuL 
The whole population of the stanitza was 
surprised in sleep, the sentries were cut down, 
only *a few succeeding in escaping in their 
shirts, most of the men were put to death, the 
women and children were bound on to the horses, 
and carried off across the river. If the MoUah 
had not induced me to leave, I should have un- 
doubtedly perished, like most of my acquaintance. 
Whether I would cr not, I was forced to stay as 
guest or half a prisoner, in the house of Arti- 
MoUah, who was too ddand infirm to follow the 
others ; whilst the men of his family accompanied 
the expedition. During their absence, I was enter- 
tained in tiie most hospitable and kindly manner, 
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by the old man* the women and the girls. Their 
hospitality extended even to my Cossack servant, 
whom they treated at first rather harshly, shutting 
him up in the stable, but whom, at my request, 
they liberated and prr^eeded to treat with more 
dvility. On the following night the expedition re- 
turned. Their approach and their triumph were 
• proclaimed afiir off by the shouts of the horse^ 
men, heavily laden with booty and prisoners, by 
the firing of muskets and ottier tokens of 
rejoicing. My Cossack was firightened to death 
when he'saw his wife and youngest boy among 
the prisoners, and lie was almost beside himself 
with distress of mind. Arti-MoUah would not 
at first listen to my request, that they should at 
once be set at liberty, but he ultimately acceded, 
when I became more pressing. The matter was 
attended with many dithculties, though the Cir« 
cassian who had possession of Peter^s wife and 
child belonged to the same tribe as Arti-MoHah. 
My Cossack was obGged to pledge himself to pro- 
vide four oxen and thirty sheep as a compensation 
for them, I stood security for him, and Peter 
recovered those whom he had lost. We were 
forced to pass two more days in the house of our 
konah. The room was never empty of guests. 
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and I became personally acquainted^ on this 
occasion, with the most renowned Circassian 
champions, princes, and knights, the Pschi Sehm, 
the old veteran Oiiz Beg, Dschimbulat, the lion 
of the Caucasus, Mansur Beg, and many others* 
I was also consulted by a crowd of patients who 
came to me for advice and physic. At length, I 
was suffered to depart with my man Peter. 
My old friend took leave of me in the same 
solemn and dignified manner as when he received 
me ; many members of his family saluted me 
in rotation, with the most amiable and affection^ 
ate demonstrations. Amongst them, I must 
mention a lovely grand-daughter, graceful and 
rosy, the most beautiful nymph of the Caucasus 
that I ever beheld, and whom i should have 
greatly preferred to carry back across the Kouban, 
instead of the splendid horse which was presented 
to me by the old man, and which, though a 
veteran, still remains the greatest ornament of 
my stable. Escorted by a few knights, we 
reached the Russian border without accident, 
and my adventure excited no little sensation, for 
such an instance of Circassian gratitude was 
unprecedented. 

Arti-MoUah is still living, but since his aoul 
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has been visited by the foe, he dwells more in 
the heart of the mountains, and has joined the 
neutral tribes. He is reported to be still en- 
gaged without intermission in preaching hatred 
and war against the Russians. It is reuiarkable, 
however, that I have never heard a syllable from 
him since that time. I have occasionally sent 
messengers to him with a pressing request for 
the exciiange of priisoners, but I never received 
any answer. Perhaps the old man thinks that 
he has quite repaid his debt of gratitude, by the 
service that he rendered me on that occasion, 
and possibly he now only looks upon me as a 
Russian, an enemy, and an infidel, and not as 
the friend and physician who once healed, 
tended, and nursed him." 
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CHAPTER V. 

Nature on tlie Koubaiir-Origiiial dwdling of the Cossack^ 
and ngnifieatiooL of their name— Love of the Gossadu 
for an adventnroas Life— Evening Walk by the Kouban 
— Rapidity of travelling in Russia — Surprisal of Waasir- 
niskaja — The Line Cossacks — Massacre of a Cossack 
Detachment at Ustlaba — ^Visit to the Left Bank of the 
Kouban — Line Cosaacka and Ciroaasiana — Anival at 
Stavropol. 

Geologists and artists must be driven to 
despair by the uniform level prevailing along 
the Kouban, witiiout the relief of a mountain, 
hill, or rock» whilst even boulder stones are 
sought for in vain along the banks of its 
sluggish current 

On the other hand, my eyes were greeted 
with an animated military spectade, and I devoted 
all my observation to the Cossacks, and thdr 
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mode of life, strolled about their dirty capital of 
Ekaterinodar, prowled into the market, the 
houses, hovels, rooms, courts and gardens, 
examining all in detail, and was not at all 
embarrassed in my movements, because a bad 
cold prevented my perceiving the strong odours 
attaching to Cossack houses and persons. The 
Circassians would naturally have been the 
favourite objects of my attention, but, with the 
exception of the Psadook chief, Chora Beg, the 
other Caucasian visitors showed little disposition 
to converse with me; hence 1 dismissed my 
courteous interpreter, and kept to the more 
accessible Cossacks, pledged them in a glass ot 
vodka, in their little houses, and kept both ears 
open when they, or oiy friend the doctor, related 
numerous episodes of their vicissitudes, hard- 
ships, and adventures. We often discussed the 
early history and probable origin of the Cossacks, 
and Tschernomorski officers cootirmed what I 
had oft^ heard advanced by the Don Cossacks, 
i, e., that the Cossacks, as far as they could trust 
tradition, even before the time of Peter the 
Great, were not confined to the Ukraine, but 
that their territory stretched southward as far 
as Bessarabia, and eastward beyond the left 
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bank of the Don, and that even since Yermak's 
first visit to Siberia., many bands of Cossacks 
used to rove through the great world of steppes, 
as adventurers, and formed settlements in certain 
districts, where the situation, game, and abun- 
dance of fish invited them. Even to the north- 
ward, the Cossacks extended beyond the borders 
of the Ukraine, as far as Great Russia. The 
annals of the age of Vassily the Blind, in the 
year 1444, make mention of the Russian Cossacks 
as a peculiar kind of light troops; whilst the 
name occurs for the first time in 1517. Even 
Karamsia is of opinion that the name of 
Cossacks was known in Great Russia before 
the invasion of Batu, and that it was appUed to 
the Torks, or Berendejes, whose territory ex- 
tended as far as the Dnieper, It is on the 
Dnieper below Kief, that the first dwellings of 
the Malo-Russian Cossacks occur at present. The 
Torks and Berendejes were often styled Tscher- 
kessians by the Muscovites, a name also applied 
to all the Cossacks, although the Great Russians 
had no connection whatever in those eaily times 
with the Caucasian Circassians. It is probable 
that separate Cossack settlements extended at a 
remote period as 6r as the Ooral riyer^ and the 
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present Oural Cossacks, though wilder and 
more picturesque than their brethren on the 
Don, speak a genuine Sclavonic idiom. When 
the £mpress Catherine removed a portion of the 
Ukraine Cossacks to the right bank of the Don, 
they were not transported among a strange 
people, for besides the Calmucks and Nogays, 
they had genuine Cossack tribes for their neigh- 
boars on the left bank, who had already carried 
on an independent war against the Crimean 
Khans for many years. 

We had many discussions about the origin of 
the name Cossack. My Mends were not a 
little wrath to hear that a philologist, Klaproth, 
had affirmed that the word meant in Tartar, 
a rubber. I tranquillized them by adding, that 
the great Russian historian had stood up to 
defend their honourable name agiiinst the 
linguist, maintaining that the word Cossack, 
far from meaning a rascal, signitied a, lolunteer, 
partizanf dare^devU^ and that it could not have 
been a term of reproach at any time, as it was 
only apphed to bold soldiers who bled and died 
for freedom, country, and rdigion t This pleased 
my acquaintances much better, and taking long 
draughts from ibe brandy glass^ they gave Klap* 
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roth many a groan, and Karamsin some hearty 
cheers. They had never cumbered their wits 
much about such matters heretofore, nor had 
they ever read Klaproth or Karamsin. Their 
favourite deUghts consist of vodka» dice, and 
cards ; these are also their scriptures, and their 
morning and evening prayers. It is the opinion 
of profound and philosophical thinkers, that 
there exists a law of progress and humanity, 
by means of which, culture and civilization will 
eventually spread over the whole earth; they 
maintain, that tliis law is as necessary and un- 
deniable as the physical motion of the earth, 
and the circulation of the blood. The truth and 
depth of these views are strongly demonstrated, 
even in the land of the Scyths, when you per- 
ceive that a French confectioner deals in cham- 
pagne of the first quality, at four silver roubles 
(twelve shillings) for a foaming bottle ; on the 
Tanais, that at Novo-Tscherkask, graceful 
Cossack maidens dance quadrilles almost as 
elegantly as Parisians, and that at Ekateri- 
nodar, whist and preference have become the 
fovourite pastime of Cossack society. When 
will the other blessings of Western civilization 
follow ? When shall we read that the Cossack 
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bookseOerSy ia the catalogue of the fair at 

EkatenQodar, advertise tea thousand new titles 
of forthooming volumes* 

I met here, a captain, who had accompanied 
the last friendly landing of the Russians at Coo^ 
stantinople, and who had inscribed his name on 
a plane tree at Unkiar-SkelessL How this man 
regretted that Ibrahim had not been more rash, 
and marched against Stamboul. This would 
have given the Cossacks the desired opportunity 
of measuring their lances against the scymetars 
of the Egyptians, and a more attractive field 
than the Caucasus would have opened up to 
Russian lust for fighting and plunder. The 
captain imagined that the Russian eagle would 
have advanced, at leasts as far as the Holy 
Land, perhaps to Egypt ; that he would have 
drank the water of the Nile, and seen the 
Pyramids! I comforted the Tchernomorsk 
with the assurance that there were better things 
to taste and see in Germany, and I gave him 
an account of the manufactories of Esslingen 
and Leipzig, preparatory to the time when a 
second Attila or Suwarrow shall fulfill thi 
intense desire of these hairy steppe horsemer 
to beoome more fiimiiiarly acquainted witl 
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Digitized by Google 



162 



THE COSSACKS 



them. I informed him that EsstiDgen cham- 
pagne is a greater restorative than the slimy 
Nile mter, and if the ancient Egyptians left 
stone pyramids to tlieir descendants, Leipzig 
printers and scribbling sages are honestly 
employed in piling up pyramids of books for 
their contemporaries* 

The evening before my departure from 
£katerinodar, I strolled again to the banks of 
the memorable river, which has carried so many 
thousand drops of Russian and Circassian blood 
to the sea. Tt flows very near the fort, and 
' has here a breadth of two hundred paces^ 
rather steep and sandy banks, and is said to 
be very deep. Though no rain had fallen for 
some days, the water was of a dirty brown 
colour ; its course is just as slugglish as that of 
the Rion below Maran, and its fall between 
Ekateriuodar and the Black Sea, scarcely 
amounts to one hundred feet On the op* 
posite bank, you perceive several aouls of 
friendly tribes of Circassians. The smoke of 
the turf fire rose over the huts, and herds 
of cattle were feeding peacefully by their side. 
At such a sight, no one would have thought 
of the deadly feuds of this country, or that 
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the people were in a state of perpetual warfare* 
But if you cast your eye ou the right bank» 
ij; met, iJl along the stream, numerous airy 
stations of the Cossacks, perched on four 
high beams, where the sentry's post presents 
the appearance of a dove cot in a Germaa 
village. A bad ladder leads up to it, and above 
sits a Tchemomorski, almost like a statue, in 
his sheep-skin coat, keeping his eyes eternally 
fixed ou the hostile bank. He is perched so 
high, that you can scarcely see his long 
moustachios, and as a comfort, in his tedious 
duty, he has a bottle of brandy for a companion. 
From that elevation, his glance commands the 
plain to a great distance, yet it is not always 
able to penetrate the reed thickets, and the 
brush-wood. The enemy often deceive his 
hawk's eyes^ and he only becomes aware of 
their passage, when it is too late to give the 
siprnal of alarm. Should he even escape the 
Circassian kinschal on such occasions, he is 
sure to receive a good thrashing from the 
Russians. At Ekatennodar you cannot obtain 
a sight of au^ hostile villages, for they only 
begin in the ravines of the mountains. Even 
the Caucasus does not stand forth very majes- 
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tically near this towoi yet the outline of the 
snow-covmd chain, presented a finer and more 
definite appearance than on the tedious drive 
from Taman across the steppe. 

The following day, my escort was punctually 
at the doer. It consisted of eight Tchemo* 
morski troopers, with red lances, but without 
any special uniformy some being dad in grey 
infantry coats, whilst others wore sheep-skin 
wrappm oyer their broad shoulders. Besides 

their lance, they carried a musket, without a 
bayonet, slung across their back in their leather 
cross-belt. The carriage was drawn across 
the steppe at the usual impetuous speed, by 
four well-fed Cossack horses. The yamschik 
seldom made use of the whip, but the pene- 
trating tones of his bass voice were enough to 
spur on his steeds with the speed of the wind. 
This is die mode of travelling in Russia, to cut 
short the immense distances. A king, in his 
travek in Germany, does not get on so &st 
as any functionary in Russia, with an Imperial 
Padaroschna in his pocket When the roads 
are as dry as they were during my gallop across 
the steppes of the Kouban, you advance at 
least half as fast as on the railroads in Germany. 
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This cannot, of course, be effected without 
much cradty to animab, and no po6t-horse in 
Russia attaijis the usual age, most pf them 
being driven to death after a few years* The 
great abundance of horses, however, prevents 
people from caring much about their loss. If 
the population increase, and the pasture-Iands 
diminbh, the case will be altered. Not pnly 
&d my escort always keep up with the car- 
riage» but one of the troopers usually darted 
ahead, to take on my order for another escort 
to the next station* Beifore my carriage 
reached it, eight fresh lancers generally gal- 
loped up to meet me, and relieve my dd escort 
Though the presence of these troopers did not 
add much to our security, they afforded us 
much entertainment, for these wild lancers 
looked very picturesque, on their long-maned 
horses, and balancing their bng spears in 
the air with much dexterity, they afforded an 
agreeable relief to the eye, amidst the m^motony 
of the steppe. 

The first great Cossadc stanitza that we 
reached, was called Karsundskaja ; it was pro- 
tected by a ditch and a hedge of thorns. The 
nearer you approach the villages of the Line Gos- 
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sacks, the stronger became the villages, for 
danger increases as you go east, where the depth 
and width of the river diminishes, and most of 
the incursions take place. We found active 
picparations in the village of Wassiriiiskaja. 
Scouts had informed the commandant of Ustlaba 
of an anticipated attack of the enemy across the 
river. He had sent a pressing request for 
reinforcements to General Gurko, and an infantry 
regiment, commanded by the German Colonel 
Witzinghof, had started in forced marches from 
Stavropol to the right wing. Two cannoa had 
just been brought into Wassuinskaja, und^ the 
escort of a hundred Tchernomorski troopers, 
the infantry was under arms, and the whole 
Cossack population had their lances at hand, 
and their horses saddled. Though the danger 
appeared near and pressing — (for the spies stated 
that three thousand Circassian cavaliers were 
assembled at the foot of the mountains) the 
Russians and Cossacks looked quiet enough, and 
no fear or excitement was to be traced in their 
impassive countenances. It was impossible to 
discover if the severity of military discipline 
kept under all expression of surprise, or if 
familiarity with danger, devastation and death 
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had blunted their feelings. My companion, 

M. V — f, explained to me that greater pre- 
parations and precautions were employed at this 
btaoitza than elsewhere. This post had been 
attacked and partially burned by the Circassians, 
in January, 1842, many Cossacks had fallen on 
that oc(^ion, and about sixty women and 
children had perished in the flames. M. V — ^f, 
happened to be staying at Wassihnskaja on that 
dreadful night, when on his road to join his 
regiment at Sundscha. His lively description of 
the horrors of the fight and conflagation, though 
given with the coolness and plain manner of a 
soldier, who thought it nothing out of the way, 
and who did not strive to produce an effect, by 
exi^gerated pathos, working on the nerves of 
his audience, was more graphic and moving than 
the extravagant episodes of an accomplished 
novelist. The effect of his story may certainly 
have been heightened by the tact that we were on 
the scene of its performance, and that the danger 
of the moment k^t all minds in suspense. I shall 
only repeat the essential points of his narrative. 

" Information," began my companion, " had 
been received from the spies, that the Circassians 
were assembling in the mountains, and infantry 
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pickets were distributed in all the villages. But 
the soouts had also informed Greneral S — i, that 
they should obtain certain intelligence of the day 
of their passage, so soon as the Usdens had 
come to a determination on the subject. It is 
usual in Circassia to ^seuss and dispute for a 
fortnight^ betbre the incursion takes place, hence 
most expeditions to the r^ht bank are failures. 
The Russians were misled by these promises of 
their paid spies, and General S — hoped to 
inflict a severe punishment on the assailants. 
Unhappily the incursion of the Circassians took 
place five days sooner than had been anticipated. 
Mansur Beg bad detected treachery, had suddenly 
dissolved the assembly in which he had a principal 
voices and had hurried to tho Kouban with 
twelve hundred horsemen, whilst the remaining 
chieftains were still quarrelling about the period 
when the projected expedition siiould take place. 
Our informers were ihemsdves duped» and bad 
no time to apprise General S — i of Mansur's 
sudden departure. I had met some companions 
at Wassirinskaja, and we chatted together till 
midnight Exc^iement and unusual anxiety, 
which must smrdy have been the work of my 
guardian angd» kq>t me long irorn sleeping^ I 
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was lying dozing, when a noise without roused 
me» I immediately apprehended danger, and 
darted out in my shirt. Not a shot had been 
firedy but I immediately recognized the jackalU 
like schrearn of the enemy — I had heard it often 
before in the mountains, through the fresh 
morning air, when I wiis bivouacking with my 
tirailleurs at the van-guard. It is still a mystery 
to me how the Circassians could penetrate into 
the well guarded stanitza, without being per- 
ceived by the videttes. Ocff infantry, which 
consisted of a company and a halt, only began 
to open its fire when half the village was in 
possession of the enemy, and notwithstanding 
the moonlight, then* balk did us more mischief 
than the Circassians. I endeavoured first to 
take refuge with the infimtry which had formed 
in the square around the guard-house. But the 
Circassians had intercepted the way, and I could 
do nothing better than leap over the hedges 
and ditchesy and conceal myself outside the 
stanitza. 

" Most of the ftmilies were inclosed in thar 

houses, and sought to defend theniselves ia tiiem i 
but the mountaineers laid piles of hay and straw 
against them to bum them down. A frightful 
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confiagatioQ was the result, lighting up with its 
dreadful glare, llie stanitza and the sky ; it was 
almost as light as day. Those shut up in their 
houses rushed out and tried to cut their way 
through, but the schaschka of the cruel foe drove 
them back. Tou should have beard the cries 
of the poor women amidst the flames and 
smoke I Many prrferred being burned to 
death to slavery, and the Circassians did not 
make many prisoners. I succeeded, at length, 
in reaching the guard-house. If the occasion 
had been less appaUing, I could not have helped 
laughing at the appearance of our soldiers, who 
most of them were standing imder arms, 
without trousers, and were continually loading 
and firing. We stood firm, the hght of the 
conflagation assisted our aim, and the Circassians 
did not dare to dose with us with the sword ; 
imhappily, we were not strong enough to 
attack them with the bayonet. Day-break put 
an end to the conflict, and the enemy drew off 
almost uninjured, with booty, prisoners, and 
thw dead. When General S — ^i, arrived firom 
Ekaterinodar, with a regiment of Cossacks, the 
mountaineers had vanished, and the general only 
witnessed the results of this fearful night ; the 
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smoking mins of the houses, the blackened and 
mutilated remains of those burned or slain, 
weeping mothers, seeking their children, weeping 
children seeking their mothers, and dumb paUid 
fathers who did not dare to weep. Our brave 
infantry presented arms without trousers, before 
the well defended guard-house," 

The stanitza of Waroneschkaja, forms the 
limit between Tchernomorzia, and the territory 
of the Cossacks of the Line. The latter axe 
distinguislied hy special dicss, physicul frame, 
features, and a peculiar and strong religious 
disposition, which displays itself, however, more 
in external forms than in exemplary virtues. 
Their dress and arms are the same as the 
Circassians, with whom, I at first, confounded 
them, much to my consternation. They carry 
the schaschka and pistols ; and theur make is 
much more elegant and supple, but &r less 
robust, than that of the Tchernomorski. They 
are redconed more efficient soldiers than the 
latter. £y the abduction of women and children 
from the mountains, they have obtained a great 
infusion of Circassian blood, and have inherited 
along with it the main virtue of the moun- 
taineers — bravery. 
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The Russian Generals are indebted to the 
Line Cossacks for their most successful strokes 
in tlie Caucasus. The Russian officers commonly 
speak with contempt and disparagement of the 
Don Cossacks, who ooly remaining three years 
in the Caucasus, are less initiated in this kind 
of warfare, and appear slow and clumsy beside 
the dexterity of the Line Cossacks on the Terek 
and Upper Kouban. The author of the well- 
known English book» " Revelations of Russia,'' 
besides countless other errors, has committed that 
of ascribing the defence of the plains of 
southern Russia, near the Caucasus, entirdy to 
the Tchernomorski Cossacks, declaring the 
latter to be the best irregular cavalry in the 
Russian service, whilst he appears entirely 
ignorant of the Cossacks of the Line, most 
of whom do not derive their origin from the 
Ukraine* 

The incursions of the Circassians do not 
succeed so often among the Line Cossacks, who 
are always prepared, and defend themselves des^ 
peimtely, as among the Tdiemomorski, though 

the Upper Kouban presents more favourable 
ground for the mountaineers, than the lower 

couisc of the stream. From Waroneschkaja to 
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Kaukaskaja, the traveller encounters a warlike 
population, always ready for the strife; and even 
the young boys are ever ready to ride forth beside 
their bearded fathers, if the object be to hunt 
the entjmy among the bushes. The Tcherno- 
morski are lazier, less vigilant, and less dis- 
posed to cross the Kouban, and close with the 
foe. I often found these Cossacks moody, and 
with dejected louks, lying on the grass by their 
saddled steeds, which were quietly cropping the 
turf, when the men had been ordered to explore 
the thickets. If my traveUing companion re- 
monstrated with them on the subject, they 
rose up slowly, grasping their red lances, and 
yawning. 

Ten days before my arrival at the stanitza 
Ustlaba, the Circassians had crossed the river 
between Waroneschkaja, and the former place. 
According to Russian accounts, which generally 
exaggerate the numbers of their enemies, they 
wm three thousand strong. They seem to 
have been induced to make the attempt, owing 
to the low state of the water, and for the same 
reason they were collecting again in the moun- 
tains, for another attack. A thick fog, common 
in these steppes, at this season, had concealed 
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the large body of cavalry from the Cossack out- 
posts. The enemy drew up along the highroad, 
and it has not been ascertained whether they 
purposed an attack against the strong krepost 
Ustlaba, or against some of the weaker stanitzas. 
Before they reached a certain village, they came 
suddenly on a detachment of fifty Cossacks, 
escorting a gun. Owing to the dense 
fog, the hostile cavalry scarcely saw each 
other ere they came in contact. Flight was 
impossible for the Cossacks of the Line, but 
they defended themselves like men. Forty- 
seven of them were cut down, and only three 
were captured and carried over the Kouban with 
the gun. Tlie Circassians did not undertake 
anything more; probably they thought the 
Cossacks were the rear-guard of a division, 
whereas their destination had been to escort 
the field-piece to Waroneschkaja. Not far from 
the former quarantine of Ustlaba, they showed 
us the spot where the bodies of the forty-seven 
Cossacks had been found. I now thanked my 
Stars for my compulsory detention at Taman, 
and I was loud in the praises of the Black Sea 
storms, for on reckoning %xpm what day I 
should have reached Ustlaba, if I had not been 
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detained at Kertch, Feodosia and Taman, I 

found that it would have been the very time 
when the Cossack detachment, in question, had 
been massacred. If we had not been preserved 
by an unusual accident, my neck and that of 
my companions w^ould have made a close 
acquaintance with Circassian steel, or we should 
have enjoyed the interesting experience of slavery 
amongst the Caucasian rocks. I had a warm 
debate with my companions, as to the course 
we should adopt in the event of being attacked. 
Successful resistance was out of the question. 
We were only fourteen men in all, and imper- 
fectly armed. The Circassians seldom cross the 
Kouban less than two hundred strong. Our 
escort would probably have given their horses 
the rein. Their only use is as scouts to apprise 
you of an attack beforehand. But this can only 
be done when the country is an open one; 
amongst thickets you run the greatest risk. 

Ustlaba is one of the largest villages in the 
territory of the Cossacks of the Line. The 
little houses with thatched roofs, are built in 
staring, straight lines, like a battalion drawn 
up in rank and file. The white church with 
its green wpola, a tower and turrets, standing 
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in the midst of the plaee^ presents a very 
picturesque appearance. The fortress of Ust- 
labinskaja» situated at the distance of a rifle- 
shot from the village, is more strongly fortified 
than any of the outposts on the Kouban* We 
passed the night here, and eujoyed the military 
tumult that filled the place. Spies had just 
come down from above, and had been closeted 
in a private interview with the commandant 
The hostile assembly of Usdens took place on 
the left bank of the Laba; the point where 
the passage was to be effected was not yet 
known to the scouts^ but the CircassiaDs were 
hourly expected, and the garrison passed the 
night uuder arms* Before sunset, I strolled 
outside the stanitza, by the bauk of the river, 
my faithful rifle in my hand. 

I took advantage of this opportunity to ex- 
amine the left bank, and caused myself to be 
ferried over. The ground was covered with 
a high growth of brushwood, and the silence 
of evening was only broken by the stroke of 
the woodman's axe. The repose, and the 
peaceful occupations of the fishermen and 
wood-cutter, formed a striking contrast to the 
movement and the ringing of arms inside the 
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fort and the stanitza. Whflst there was an 
almost total dearth of wild trees and bushes on 
the right bank, the hills on the left presented 
a rich growth of timber, and the tarther you 
advanced towards the Laba, the higher and 
more majestic appeared the growth of the oaks 
and beech trees. I saw no trace of aouls in 
the neighbourhood; but ten versts to the 
southward, columns of smoke were seen eddy* 
ing up, which must have proceeded from the 
charcoal fires of Circassian villages. Russian 
guests would not fare very well there, thought 
I, as I re-crossed the river to the right bank, 
for even the Cossack woodmen warned uie not 
to remain on that dangerous ground after 
uightfalL I did not inflict my presence on 
the commandant of Ustlabinskaja, as the poor 
man was almost at his wits' end, what with 
hurry^ writing despatchesi and receiving mes- 
sages. He had, however, provided comfortable 
quarters for me in the stanitza, where I re- 
ceived the visits of some young oflScers, in- 
cluding an interesting Pole, who heartily em- 
braced my attendant, when he heard that he 
was a Hungarian. Our conversation related 
to the danger to which the place was exposed, 
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and the probable place where the enemy's blow 
would fiedL We also spoke of the destruction 
of the last detachment of Cossacks. News 
had been received of the three prisoners, and - 
measures were in agitation for their recovery 
by ransom, ihrough the medium of the neutral 
tribes. Half the garrison spent the night 
under arms, and the remainder slept with their 
clothes oil, and their arms at their side. Even 
the stout lad of my Cossack host, a boy of 
five years of age, showed me his firelock. 

The golden dawn shone bright and merry 
through the chinks of the Cossadc house. The 
Circassians had kept aloof, and we all smiled 
at the terrors of the preceding evening. Fore- 
bodings and blue devils are fostered by the 
shades of evening ; every evil becomes doubly 
oppressive in the night; whilst the cheerful 
light of day, chases away the spleen and black 
spectacles, and infuses courage and comfort once 
more into the heart Seated in our coach, and 
galloping, as usual, full speed with our Cossack 
driver over the steppe, I fdt quite joyful again ; 
the steppe wind whistled merrily behind us, 
a light purple hue tinged the pale blue horizon, 
and dew-drops glistened on the crovvus of the 
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crocuses and snow-drops. Gazing at the 
splendour of the opening day> I conid no 

luuger comprehend the gloom of the previous 
night. 

Between Ustlaba and Ladoscbskaja, as also 
further east, towards Stavropol, we often met 
single Circassian horsemen, who had crossed the 
Kouban with peaceful intentions. They cannot 
bo distiiiguisiicd fruin the Lino Cossacks, in 
matters of dress and equipment. But the 
genuine Circassian type is not so prominent 
in the features of the latter ; and it is generally 
easy to discriminate the Circassians, by the 
greater nobleness ot their ieatures, the dehcately 
chizelled aquiline nose, and the thick growth 
of dark coloured beard. And even if these 
characteristics were wanting, you could easily 
recognise the Circassians by their lofty bearing. 
Whilst all Cossacks who passed, pulled off 
their caps most humbly, even thirty paces 
before reaching us, the Circassians rode past 
proudly, without moving their hand to salute us. 
The men are usually handsomer than the women, 
among the Cossacks, as well as the Great Russians. 
Partly as a physiognomical study, I endeavoured to 
peep under the caps of all tiie Cossack women and 
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girlS) at every halt we made at a stanitza* 
Hence, in my I tig transit from the Black Sea 
to the Terek, i must have carefully examined, 
at least, a thousand females; yet it is only 
during my stay at the great stanitza of Kau- 
kaskaja, that I find written down in my note- 
book, "At length again a pretty woman!" 
I did not see one face so comely as that of my 
hostess at Taman, during all wanderings in 
the land of the Cossacks. 

On the other hand, the male population 
appears to great advantage, especially in the 
great stanitzas of Ladoschskaja, Kasanskaja, and 
Kaukaskaja. The boys, who always ran to 
meet us in crowds, had intelligent, cheerfiil, 
and open-hearted faces, into which one could 
look with pleasure. The iron military code of 
Russia did not yet crush these poor luds ; they 
moved about unrestrained and merry, and looked 
at us with bold eyes. At the kiepost Tifliskaja, 
I found a strong infantry garrison, under the 
German Colonel Wachsmund. At the village 
of Tinischberg, a Colonel Witzinghof was posted 
with his regiment ; and, in short, all along the 
line of the Kouban, there wm alarming re- 
ports, and constant movements of troops. 
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Following the warning of the Cossack gene- 
ral» we never left our quarters too early, or 
reached them after dusk. It would be fool- 
hardy to travel along the Kouban by night. 
The danger of incursions decreases as 
soon as you reach the fortress of Novo- 
Alexaiidi upolskaja. At this place, the high 
road leaves the river, and passes near Tartar 
tribes, without seeing the Kouban again. Twenty- 
five versts before Stavropol, at Nova-Troiz- 
kaja, we left our Cossacks behind us, and 
prooeeded to Stavropol without any escort 
The character of the ooontry, also, alters about 
here. During the whole journey tiom. Taman 
to this place, the only undulations that appear 
on the right bank of the Kouban, are some 
Mogul mounds, few and far between, and the 
Uttle molehills and piles raised by the steppe 
marmots. The only bushes and shrubs are 
the reeds by the river side, whilst on the 
Circassian bank, there is a considerable growth 
of timber, especially on the Upper Kouban. 
We lost sight of the distant Caucasian chain* 
even at Kaukaskaja, where you behold endless 
woody plains on the left bank, inhabited more 
by Nogay than by Circassian tribes. The 
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country is indescribably fruitful in this neigh- 
bourhood. A cloudy horizon prevented our 
seeing the icy giants of the Caucasus, even 
when we approached them more to the south ; 
and it was only atEkatehnograd on the Terek,'^ 
that the mighty chain stood forth in all its 
grandeur. Before you come to Stavropol, the 
level steppe begins to be broken by hilly 
ground, consisting of a tertiary chalk forma- 
tion, rich in fossil mussels, and covered with 
a slight growth of dwarf oak brushwood. 

Stavropol is a light, airy and rather con- 
siderable town with uncommonly wide streets, 
in which horse-races might easily take phoe 
without inconvenience to pedestrians or passing 
equipages. I longed to make a present of one 
of these broad thoroughfares to the Romans, 
instead of their narrow gloomy Corso. I grant 
that the uncommon regularity of the straight, 
stiff streets of the capital of Cis-Caucasia re** 
mind one unpleasantly, like all Russian towns, 
of a military state, and the monotony of barrack 
life. Nevertheless, the sunshine and deanliness, 
the elegant form of the modern houses, which 

* Stayropol is 220 versta from Ekateriuograd, and is buiit 
ou the riyer Ashk. 
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are painted white, with green roots, create an 
a^^reeaUe impression, at least, at first. The 
general staff of the commanding officer of the 
Line*is located at Stavropol, that officer being 
subordinate to the commanding o&cer at Tiflis, 
but, in reality, the conductor and manage of 
all considerable operations on the Koubun and 
the Terek. 

An escort was given to me to use in all 
dangerous places on the Terek, by the civil, 
jolly, and corpuknt chief of the staff of Cis- 
Caucasia, General Traaskin. Meanwhile, I gave 
myself a day's repose, and made au agreeiible 
acquaintance with the occupant of the room 
next to mine, a Livonian captain, who passed a 
pleasant evening with me in animated conver- 
sation. The next day we started for the Terek 
£teppe amidst showers of rain. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Folitioal Eelations of the PopulAtion of the Ganeanan steppe 
—The Georgiefsk Market — Arrival in Ekaterinograd — A 
View of the Caucasus — Pheasant Shooting — General 
Gorko — Dangerous Travelling on the Terek — Yladi- 
kaukas* 

A f EW versts south of Stavropol, the hills 
with their tertiary fossil remains, and their . 
small oak woods, disappear, and the bare, 
gloomy level of the steppe recommences. Id 
dear weather, the tops of the highest Caucasian 
mountains, and especially the white pyramids of 
the Elbrus, are visible from Stavropol. We 
saw nothing of them ; for it rained continually. 
We performed the journey to Georgiefsk tole- 
rably quickly, as neither dangers nor curiosities 
induced us to halt anywhere. As far as Eka* 
terinograd on the Terek, a Russian general may 
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hde alone without an escort ; for on both sides 
fhe country, there dwdl only friendly tribes of 
Nogay Tartars, and a few Kabardans. The 
latter, notwithstanding their pure Circassian 
blood, renounce the warlike spirit of their 
ancestors and their fellow-countrymen in the 
mountains. It is true that they are not attached 
to the Russians from partiality, and are almost 
as subdued by the pressure of circumstances as 
their Nogay neighbours. The inhabitants of 
the steppe, froiu the first, were never able to 
make any effectual resistance to the Russian 
bayonets ; and since their love of freedom did 
not extend so far as to exchange the rich pastures 
of Kabarda, and the comfortable life in the 
plains, with the dwellings between the rocky 
chasms and the eternal snows of the Caucasus, 
there remamed no alternative for them but 
Subjection. 

The relations of these Kabardan and Nogay 
tribes must not be confounded with those of the 
neutral Caucasian tribes, on the left side of the 
Kouban. The latter have the mountains' at hand 
as a refuge, and the warlike Mansur Beg, with 
his gallant followers, at a convenient distance; 
for the Muscovites have not yet dared to send 
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the Russian Natschalniks and Pristafs into their 
aouls, and make them acquainted with tributes 
and stripes, like the inhabitants of Georgia and 
Annenia. Towards the Kabardans, the govem- 

mcnt shows inhnitelv more consideration and 
forbearance than towards any other populations 
of the great southern Russian steppe, whose 
geographical position makes all escape impossible. 
A Russian employ^ holds his head much higher 
among the cowardly I^ogay people on the Sea 
of AzoiF, than in an aoul of the Kabardans, 
where he well knows that a highly aggrieved 
population, when irritated, wiU always find 
means of flying, lesviiig their immoveable pro- 
perty behind them, and of ultimately taking 
revenge. We must readily admit the wise 
circumspection and discretion of the Russian 
government, in the administration of the 
conquered provinces. The Tartsrs of the 
Crimea, tlie Nogajs on the other side of Pcre- 
kop, the Kalmucks on the Don and Manytsch, 
were obliged to yield unconditionally to the 
Russian system, they are heavily taxed, tremble 
if the Muscovite district-officer frowns upon 
them, and are only safe so long as a good, 
just, and humane Governor like Woronzoff, 
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being placed at the head of the administratioDy 

secures them from the excessive oppression of 
subordinate functionaries. 

For more than forty years, the emigration 
of the inhabitants has not been permitted ; and, 
besides, the sea and the great distance, prevent 
them from escapmg with their fomilies and 
property. If, however, tu-inorrow, the Emperur 
Alexander command the introduction of a con* 
sciiption (which the Tartars especially fear,) 
those races must immediately ob^, £ar they are 
bereft of all means of resistance, as well as flight. 
The Cossack guards them near at hand, as the 
shepherd ivatdies the sheep* The Kabardans, 
and in some measure, also, the Nogays in the 
great steppe between the Terek and Kouban, 
are treated with mildness as privileged sub- 
jects; they pay only a small tax, and do not 
come under the rod of the Russian police. 
If seas or wastes lay between them and the 
sheltering rocky citadel of the Caucasus, that 
great refuge of all oppressed people, they would 
not be treated so gently. The Circassian 
tribes on the left bank of the Lower Koubon, 
are treated, on the other haiid, as useful friends 
and allies, and not as subjects, because fhdr 
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pliant disposition is known, and their assistance 
as scouts very useful* 

Not only do they pay no tribute, but they 
enjoy peculiar commercial privileges, and they 
are well paid when they march with the 
Russian columns against the hostile moun- 
taineers, whilst their most influential chieftainis 
are frequently decorated. The populations 
composing the three races of the South-Russian 
and Caucasian steppes, &31 into the three 
previous categories. The mountaineers alone 
enjoy independance; nevertheless, one-tenth of 
their clans side with Russia, partly owing to 
the vicinity of the . Muscovite fortresses, partly 
owing to material advantages, or to hatred en* 
tertained against other rival tribes. 

I found the little town of Georgiefsk so 
lively and bustling, that I was induced to 
remain there a short time, especially as it 
contained a large market, presenting a sur- 
prising variety of costumes and ftoes, including 
representatives of all the races inhabiting the 
neighbouring districts. Though the Crimean 
market of Simpheropol is frequented by a 
much larger crowd of people, its elements are 
not so varied, and hence not so entertaining 
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as those encountered at GeorgiefsL The 
majority of the frequenters of the latter 
market consist of Kabardaas, Nugays and 
Russians, and there was also a sprinkling of 
gipsies, Ell>nis Tartars, Circassians and Arme- 
nians* The Kabardans have noble and slender 
figures, aquiline noses, and darker complex iuus 
than the Circassians^ whom I saw at Ekateri^ 
nodar. Their pronunciation of the Adighfe 
idiom appeared to me distincter and more 
melodious, and on hearing them speak, it is 
easier to retain some of the words. There is 
no difference between their dress and that of 
the Circassians; their arms are also similar, 
and they have cast aside, since half a century, 
their cuirasses, bows and arrows, which have 
also been discarded by the mountaineers of the 
Caucasus. Nor is it an easy matter to obtam 
these articles for money, as they are only kept 
as curiosities by a few families of Usdens. 

The Nogays who were present at the market, 
had the genuine Mogul type, small, sparkling 
eyes, and projecting cheek-hones, exactly re- 
sembling those of the Calmucks. An old 
Mow, of at least eighty years of age, with a 
snow white beard^ luoked precisely like a satyr, 
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and his physiognomy appeared to me even 
uglier and more brutish than the fiightfol and 
sensual Soudan negroes in Algeria. Compared 
with a race ao fundamentally ugly, the beauty 
of the Circassian type, and the handsome 
Elbrus Tartars of the Karatschai tribe, formed 
an extreme contrast. Nevertheless, I did not 
remark among the hundreds of Kabardans and 
mountaineers present, any form or carriage so 
distinguished or heroic as those of the Cir- 
cassian chief Chora Beg, at Ekaterinodar. 
But it is easy to perceive, amongst the mix- 
ture of tribes at the Georgiefsk market, that 
as regards muscular development, breadth of 
chest and strength of frame, the Cossacks 
surpass all the Mohammedan tribes of the 
steppes, and of the mountains. 

We continually noticed in these steppes, 
solitary mohills, i e., rude conical mounds, 
wliich are ascribed to the Moguls, and probably 
extend from the shores of the Euxine to the 
Caspian Sea. In other respects, the journey 
presented little interest. The mists and douds 
concealed the Caucasus, which we were now 
rapidly approaching. Fatigued, and not in the 
best humour, we at length arrived at Ekateri- 
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Dograd^ the chief town of the Cossacks of 
the Line, situated on the left bank of the 
Terek, equalliog Ekaterioodar in size, but 
inferior to the Tschemomorski capital in in- 
terest, because it presents fewer opportunities 
of visits from the Circassians. 

Some hours before my arrival at Ekaterino- 
grad, a Cossack had gaUoped in, announcing 
the approach of Lieutenant- General Guiko, 
brother of the Commander-in-chief at Stavropol, 
who was travelling to Tiflis, and required relays 
of horses for himself and suite along the road. 
The Russian post-master, accordingly, refused 
to furnish any horses to other passengers^ 
although the General was not expected until 
three days later. In order to preserve his 
person from the rudeness or ill-treatment of 
the Russian travellers, who were all very savage 
at the delay, the post-master stuck his Stanishus 
order in the button-hole of his laced coat. This 
decoration protected him effectually from boxes 
on the ear, and a sound thrashing, to which 
Russian post-masters are frequently exposed, 
but not from the curses of the impatient 
travellers. I endured this delay patiently, in 
the hope of having better weather for our 



L/iyiiizea by GoOgle 



193 



THE COSSACKS 



journey. We feasted on delicate pheasants, 
which are here to be had for a trifling sum» 
washed down with bad Georgian wine, and 
then we stretched ourselves on our hard straw 
beds. 

When I awoke the next moming, the bright 
sun (which was quite a novelty) shone in through 
the crevices of the wall, and my servant, who 
had gone out before me, suddenly entered my 
( li imber with the wdcome tidings, that the 
Caucasus was to be seen in unclouded beauty. 
I hurried out immediately, and before me was 
presented such an exquisite landscape, that I 
shall never forget it to the day of judgment. 
The misty which had so long envdoped the 
Caucasus, was all dispelled, and a bright clear 
atmosphere reigned over steppe and mountain. 
I now heartily rejoiced at the gloomy weather of 
the last few days, as the surprise was all the 
greater, the effect of the indescribable grandeur 
of the whole scene all the more powerful, since 
the curtain had risen so suddenly. The icy 
Caucasian giants stood out in an endless chain, 
forming the background of the steppe. They 
appeared very near, altiiough theu' real distan(^ 
was several days' journey. They rose up over 
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the dark wooded foreground of the mountain in 
the roost eccentric shapes, resembling teeth, 
pillars, horns, cupolas, and pyramids. Neither 
the Swiss Alps, the Taurus, the Atlas, the 
Balkan, the Appenine, or any of the well-known 
mountains of Europe, have such furrowed and 
broken, rocky and snowy precipices, or such 
bold peaks as the giants of the main chain 
of the Caucasus. The Orientals have rightly 
named the Caucasus, " the thousand pointed.'* 
Amongst the mountainous countries through 
which I have travelled in three hemispheres, I am 
not acquainted with any spot so favourably placed 
to give you an extensive view over an entire 
highland region, as llie Terek steppe, near 
Georgiefsk. The traveller stands here at an 
almost equal distance from both the extremities 
of the Caucasus on the Black and Caspian Seas. 
Let the reader imagine an almost entirely level 
steppe, but slightly elevated above the surface 
of the sea, and only very thinly sprinkled with 
trees. In the background of this naked plain, 
rise up suddenly and almost without a break, a 
cham of giant mountains, four hundred miles in 
length, whose average height above the Terek 
steppe, amounts to from ten to twelve thousand 
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feet I much doubt whether there is any spot 
on the earth more favourably situated for taking 
in at a glance, chains of mountains of such 
extent and size. Viewed from the plains, and 
at a little distance, the Caucasus surpasses the 
European Alps in picturesque beauty, but in the 
interior, owing to its want of lakes and large 
waterfalls, and its scarcity of glaciers, it does not 
bear comparison with Switzerland and the TyroL 
The Elbrus, to the south-west, presents itself 
as seen from Geoi^efsk, in a perfectly conical 
form with tmncatcd summits, and clothed from 
head to foot in a mantle of snow. According to 
the barometrical measurement of the acadcma- 
cians who accompanied the expedition of General 
Emanuel, its elevation amounts to 15,420 
1^'rench feet, and it forms the centre of. an 
amphitheatre of craters. Although no mountains, 
in its immediate neighbourhood, rival it in 
elevation, (the mountains Anal, Kindschal, 
and Bermamuck, which surround it in the form 
of a half cirde, are from 4000 to 5000 feet 
lower), yet the Elbrus appears to the eye 
less elevated, and less magnificent than the 
Kasbek, to the southward, which, according to 
the measurement of Mcyer» is about the height 
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of |Mont Blanc. The Kasb^, whose summit 
resembles the hump of a camel, is surrounded 
by mighty giants, but distinctly overtops them 
all. 

Ekaterinograd is a common Cossack town, 
r^ularly built with streets at right angles con- 
sisting of rather poor litde houses, and contains 
nothing very remarkable. The Terek which 
flows at some distance from the walls, is not so 
broad and deep here as the Kouban at Ekateri- 
nodar. I walked for some hours along its banks, 
in search of pheasants, but found none, although 
some Cossack sportsmen, even unattended by 
dogs, returned with plenty of game, which is so 
cheap, that I bought a brace of pheasants for one 
and a half paper roubles. A Russian otHccr can 
obtain them for half the money, and these birds 
are so abundant, that the Cossacks put the 
finest pheasants in thdr pot, or roast them for 
their family board. 

Whilst we were feasting on this dainty fare, 
in the litde Cossack house, a most unfortunate 
piece of news arrived, and set the whole com- 
munity in a ferment. A swarm of mounted 
Tschetschensians had laid waste the country 
surrounding Mosdok, had ventured into the 
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ray streets of the town, cut down UDarmed 

men, and carried, off prisoners. Mosdok is 
situated* not many versts east of £katerinogi ad. 
No such specimen of daring on the part of the 
warriors of Schamyl had been experienced for 
six months ; and the Russian sta3 officers made 
grave ftces^ when they considered how slight was 
the protection afforded by the fortresses, against 
so bold and active an enemy. 

General Gurko would not come, but the 
decorated post-master remained inexorable, and 
misted all bribes. At last, I determined to 
hire three Cossack horses to take me to Ylade- 
kaukas, although the journey, conducted in this 
naanner, was very tedious. The ^st day, we 
enjoyed the view of the Caucasus chain till 
nightfall. In the stanitza of Aiexandroff, 
where we took up our quarters for the night, 
I saw the sun set magnificently behind the 
Elbrus. The giant summit of this mighty 
mountain was refulgent with a ruby tint. 
When the sun had already set, and the El- 
brus had become dim and scarcely visible, a 
light mist, tinged with the reflection of the sun* 

* Mosdok stands on the Taek» tbirtj-fonr Teistft from 
EkatehnQgiad. 
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set blushy stole round the other snowy giants 

which surround the Kasbek, the summit itself of 
the Kasbek retaimog the iUuminaticm longest. 

Ou the secuud day, the heavens were clouded, 
the mountains disappeared, and towards evening 
we had a thick, driflting snow, and a rough 
steppe wind* My carnage was escorted to 
Vladekaukas by only a few Don and Oural 
<2ossacks. It was not possible to procure a 
large number of hr at every post-bouse 
they were obliged to keep twenty-&ve troopers 
in leadbess for Lieutenant-General Ginko^i 
escort 

At length, this great man, whom the Em- 
peror had appointed Civil Governor in Trans- 
Caucasia, arrived, and we spent the evening 
together in the stanitza of Nikolajefsk. I paid 
my visit to the General, gave him my papers^ 
and at the mma tin^e told him tliat I had 
biougfat a letter from Count Woronzoff for his 
brotha' at SiavropoL AU this made no im- 
pression on the General, who, though tolerably 
good-natured, was regarded as a narrow-minded 
and rough man, and strongly resembled in 
countenance, deportment, and manners the 
cutler J J at L— . When I had ex- 
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plained to bim the scieati&c object of my Cau- 
casian journey, a comic expression of extreme 
astonishment overspread his well- conditioned 
countenance. I asked the General to aUow me 
to travel on under the protection of his escort, 
and I must admit that he promised me that I 
should enjoy this advantage ; but be started the 
next day ^thout waiting for my carriage, 
though my Cossack was only two minutes 
after time* Nevertheless, it would have been 
impossible for me to have kept pace with the 
General, as he travelled tmce as &8t as I could 
do, and changed horses very frequently. 

On the third day after my departure from 
Ekaterinograd, we found ourselves in a very 
melancholy position. The road was covered 
with a deep bed of snow ; our wearied horses 
could scarcely be urged forwards j a violent 
wind blew in our ftces, and the Cossacks of 
the escort entreated us to hasten, because 
this country was notoriously dangerous. My 
coachman was a young Cossack of about four- 
teen years of age, who was in the most horriUe 
alarm, and who thrashed the horses with all his 
strength, without being able to bring them to a 
trot. I consulted with my conductor what to 
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dOy should a band of Tchetschensians show 

themselves on the Terek. We must naturally 
have cut the traces and fled ; for what could 
five mcii do against a hundred ? 

I redted Pouschkin's Tschetschensian song, 
and repeated the last words in a loud voice, in 
order to increase the alarm of the Cossack boy : 
** Tschetschentz chodit sa rakoi," (the Tschet- 
schensian goes by the river). On hearing this» 
the boy was terrified, and looked, full of anxiety, 
towards the white banks of the Terek i but 
the thick snow-drift deprived the enemy of all 
desire of indulging in a plundering expedition 
into the steppe; and we, at length, reached 
Vladikaukas witii whole skins, and without 
having met one hostile Tschetschensian. 

Vladikaukas, the strongest and most impor- 
tant stronghold of Russian Cis-Caucasia, is 

situated at the foot of tlie Caucasian outlyers, 
in a plain, on both banks of the Terek, and 
commands the entrance of the mountain pass 
which leads from here through the ravines and 
narrow defiles of the Terek, to Georgia. The 
neighbourmg mountains are finely wooded, es- 
pecially on the eastern side, where, however, it 
is dangerous to take a walk, and where no 
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Russian wood-cutter would dare to go without a 
stroDg military escort. la Yladikauk^ there is 
a very respectable inn, kept by a Pole, contain- 
ing a billiard-table, and a numerous society of 
Russian officers. The garrison consists of 
several regiments, at that time under the com- 
mand of General Baldinin, a brave and jovial 
man, whom the soldiers loved as a father. 

On the day of my arrival, there was a great 
military review, and huiidreds of the neighbour- 
ing mountaineers had come down to behold the 
sight. The greater part of these Caucasians 
consisted of Ossetians, Tschetschensians, and 
Ingusches. As I should not readily find other 
opportunities of observing so many individuals 
of these races, inhabiting the north side of the 
Caucasus, I determined to remain some few 
days at Vladikaukas. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Stay at Yladikiiuk^is — Indifferent Success of the Russians on 
the North Side of the Mountains — An Ossetian Piiysician — 
Tlie Ingusches — A Military K-eview— A Polish Jew as 
Priaoner of -Sehamyi^oiumey acrosa the Gtooaavs— Its 
Natuial Featnrea— Hie Ejrenzbeig— Detention at Anannr 
^Arriyal at Tiflis. 

"Vladikaukas is still, as it used to be, a 
very important and useful military centre, where 
every one seeks refuge after escaping from the 
ambuscades of tiie Circassians and Kabardons 
in the neighbourhood. The old barbarous 
mode of life still prevails among the natives, so 
that even the smaUest excursion is attended with 
danger, apd on that account forbidden." Nine- 
teen years ago, Perrot wrote the previous remarks 
during his second journey through the Caucasus, 
and they are still in great a measure applicable to 
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the present time. The road from Ekaterinograd 
to Vladikaukas, is still considered very unsafe, 
and no Russian soldier would venture alone, out 
of range, beyond the wall of the fortress, in the 
direction of the mountains. Those who know 
the importance which all the Russian leaders 
attach to this stronghold, on account of its 
situation commanding the great pass to Georgia; 
those who recollect reading in the various narra- 
tives of travels, that important masses of troops 
are always concentrated there, that every means 
are used by the Russians by steel and gold, either 
to subdue, or to win over the neighbouring tribes, 
and those who compare the mightiest endeavours 
with the small results which Russia has obtained 
after more than fifty years occupation of these 
head-quarters of the Caucasus, will not lose con- 
fidence in the determined resistance of the moun- 
taineers, nor pronounce, like Neumann, those 
persons to be dreamers," who assert that the 
war in the Caucasus will continue, and that the 
freedom of the Daghestan and Tschetschensian 
tribes will be preserved for more than a century. 

During my residence in this stronghold, the 
scene appeared as animated and warlike as at 
any former period. In the inn, kept by my 
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Polish host, I met a number of Russian military 
men, and the tbreatening aspect of things was 
the general talk of the day. 

Within the fortress at Vladikaukas, the 
Russians are perfectly secure from all attacks, 
the garrison being always numerous* Sur* 
rounding this place, is a small neutral territory, 
occupied by Ossetians, Kabardans and Jn* 
gusches, who side partly with the Russians, 
and partly with Schamyl. A league further 
In the mountains, begin the dwellings of the 
free tribes. Any Russians who ventured among 
them, would be retained as prisoners, or sold 
as slaves in the interior of Tschetschina. The 
•Russian wood-cutters dare not yenture even in 
the woods which cover the neii^hbouring hills 
to the east and south of Vladikaukas, without 
the escort of a strong detachment, and even 
then they are in continual fear of an attack. 
A mountain war against an inflexible, fanatical 
and freedom loving people, is attended with 
difficulties, which batiie the most learned com- 
binations of European tacticians, "and the 
Russians with all their immense hordes, their 
inexhaustible resources, their firmness and 
bravery, are not much nearer the subjugation 
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of the Caucasus, than the Tartars, the Turks, 
and the Persians were before them. We do 
not unply by tins, that the Tschetscheusians, 
by means of Schamyl or his suooessors, will be 
ever destined, or will ever be able to preserve 
Asia from a Russian invasion. The great 
Caucasian road, so wonderfully laid down by 
nature, and commanded by the fortresses of 
Vladikaukas and Darid, has never yet been 
blocked up, either by Schamyl or his pre- 
decessors, Shasi Mullah and Scheik Mansur, 
and so long as they cannot effect this, no 
power in the world is aUe to protect the 
whole of central Asia from a Russian invasion, 
if at any time an ambitious £mperor should 
occupy the Russian throne. 

The eastern Caucasians are infmor to the 
genuine Circassians, in physir^ development ; 
even the Kabardans here are less handsome 
than their da as men on the Koubau aud the 
Black Sea. A tall, lean man, with a coal- 
black beard, an aquiline nose, an earnest ex- 
pression, ai)d .intelligent eyes, pleased me the 
most amongst all the natives present. I took 
him, (for he was splendidly equipped,) to be 
an eminent chieftain, and was not a littk 
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surprised, when Colonel NestoroflF, the com- 
mandant, introduced the imposing Caucasian to 
me as an Ossetian physician. He was not 
only celebrated as a medical man amongst his 
countrymen in the mountains, but had also a 
considerable practice amongst the Russians, 
and the regimental doctors were not a little 
jealous of their barbarous coUeague, He had 
at this time under his care, a Russian lieu- 
tenant-colonel, whose fractured arm none of 
the Russian surgeons had been able to cure, 
with all their ointments and bandages, whilst 
the curative system of the 'Ossetian, which 
consisted of vegetable fomentations, produced 
immediately a good effect. The invalid officer* 
repeatedly assured me that the other moun- 
taineers present were chiefly Ingusches, of the 
so-called neutral tribes. The Ingusches 
speak, like the Tschetsdiensians, a dialect of 
the Mizdschegsch language, and appear to 
have the same origin as the latter warlike 
people, but they do not enjoy an equal re- 

* Some months after I met the Lieutenant-Colonel again 
in Tiflis. He still wore his arm in a sling ; and the tone of 
exaggerated praise in which he spoke of the Ossetian phyal. 
dan, at Yladikankas^ was greatly altered* 
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putatioD for bravery, and Schaaiyl can depend 
less on them, than on any other of the moun- 
tain tribes of the Eastern Caucasus. Only a 
small number of the Ingusches appear to 
acknowledge the Mohammedan belief, and they 
are not so fanatical as the Lesghians and 
Tschetschensians. Like the Ossetians, their 
neighbours, the Ingusches appear to be in- 
different with r^ard to their religion, although 
they practice some secret religious ceremonies. 
Klaproth, who remained some time in their 
neighbourhood, maintains that the Ingusches, 
whom he calls a '^firee and independent people," 
have a p^uliar religion, and are equally 
averse to Christianity and Islamism. Their 
god is called *' Dale." Their priest is always 
an old man of upright life, whom they name 
" Z.uiin stag," which means " a pure man," and 
who kills the victims for sacrifice. Sometimes, 
the Ingusches make pilgrimages to the ruins 
of the Christian churches existing in their 
mountains, which, like all the Christian ruins 
in the Caucasus, whose origin is buried in 
obscurity, are ascribed to the Georgian Queen 
Thamar. The Ingusches trequently borrow 
their names from animals; some are called 
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dog (Pod), others, pig (Hoka), aod the women 

have still more singular names, for instance, 
Assir Wachara," (who rides a calf,) " Assiali 
wachara," (who iidcs a cow). If aa Ingusch 
loses a SOD, another who has lost a daughter 
comes to him, and says: "Thy son will 
require a wife ia the other world; I will 
give him my daughter; give me the price 
of the bride." Such a proposal is never 
rejected, even should, the price of the bride 
be thirty cows. 

The iDOuntaiDeers, some hundreds of whom, 
came daily to visit Viadikaukas, appeared to be 
much interested in a great military review which 
I witnessed. Their eagle eyes were steadily 
directed towards the lines of muskets in the 
Russian ranks. The regular movement of 
thousands at one word of command, the 
united rattle of weapons as they clashed with 
one stroke in performing the exerdse, the 
marches, the evolutions, the flourish of trumpets, 
and the band, presented features which tixed 
their attention in the highest possible degree. 
The exercise was fatiguing, as it lasted a long 
time; the air was cold, snow lay on the ground, 
and during the examination of the soldiers' 
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knapsacks, the men were obliged to lie down on 
the snow. 

I was particularly interested in comparing 
the broad-shouldered, snub-nosed Russians, 
with the slender Circassians, with their noble 
aqdUne profile, as they stood together, in dense 
masses, near me. In the countenances of the 
former, appeared a uniform expression of patience 
and brutish obedience, every trace of spontaneous 
thought being entirely drilled out of them. On 
the other hand, I beheld a fearless demeanour, a 
haughty expression oi countenance, each indi- 
vidual feeling himself a man, and being a 
thorough hero. What could those Ingusches 
think of this spectacle? If dosely pressed with 
obtrusive questions, they would scarcely have 
confessed their inmost thoughts, and it was 
necessary to guess them through the expression 
of their countenances. Perhaps I may be mis- 
taken, but I thought that I read nothing favour- 
able to the Russian system in them. Those 
faces full of pride, hatred, and contempt, seemed 
to say, Look at them, those drivelling slaves, 
who would make us bend our necks beuccUh the 
yoke of their master — ^is not their lot the 
most miserable ? Let us thank God that we 
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do not, as yet, share their fate, and let us light 
on to the utmost, rather than become slaves as 

they are." 

A special house, with a suite of small furnished 

rooms, has been established for the officers and 
strangers travelling to Vladikaukas. Among 
the soldiers who are stationed here, for the 
escort of travellers, I met a Polish Jew who 
spoke German. My acquaintance with this 
man, whose origin could be divined at first 
sight, was of the greatest interest to me, as he 
had lived in captivity for three years in the 
interior of Great Tscfaetchina, as slave of the 
Murad chief, Achwerdi Mahoma; he had 
often seen Schamyl, and was able to give me 
much inibrmatioii respecting the state of affairs 
in the interior, Schamyrs personal peculiarities, 
and the manners of the Murids and mode of 
life of the Eastern tribes. Unfortunately, this 
Jew had not the gift of observation to any great 
degree, and his intelligence consisted exclusively 
in a sort of cunning, and the art of dissimulation 
which had eventually rescued him from slavery* 
Of the Caucasians he spoke unfavourably. 
During the first part of his captivity, especially 
when he did not* understand much of their 
VOL. I. p 
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language, he suffered very severely ; he was 
obliged to labour hard, endured hunger, and 
was so often punished with blows, that he 
thought himself almost fortunate to be again 
aaiongst the Russians. 

As 8 married soldier, he found himself here 
less unfortunate than most of the other privates, 
for the pretty face of his young wife, gained 
him the protection of some staff officers, and 
the musketeer Isaac, was happily not of a very 
jealous disposition. In order to assist his 
memory, and make his tongue somewhat 
voluble, I treated the Jew to a couple of glasses 
of excellent arrack. This made him decidedly 
more communicative. The particulars which I 
learned from him respecting the condition of the 
enemy's country, and especially of its energetic 
chief, I shall reserve for a subsequent part of 
this work. Thus much must be evident to all 
who have had intercourse with people who have 
seen Schamyl with their own eyes: that we 
must not regard this bohl leader as a noble hero 
of the stamp of the Arab Saladin, or the Scotch 
Rob Roy. He shares with Abd-el-Kader, 
fiwaticism, a warlike spirit, priestly eloquenoej 
and an exact knowledge of his people, firmness, 
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and the talent of a partizan leader, without the 

natural mildness, deep spiritual piety, and 
priestly cultivation of the Marabout; also, 
without having those impulses of magnciiiimity 
and generosity, which the Arab chief has shown 
in many cases. It is a remarkable fact, that 
both exercise the same denial in reference to 
sexual instinct. Schamyl, like Abd-el-Kader 
has only one wife, whom he seldom visits^ and 
from whom he lives separate fur months to- 
gether.* This characteristic will appear especially 
remarkable to those who know that chastity is 
one of the rarest qualities of Orientals, 

As far as the station of Lars, I made use of 
Colonel Nestoroff's written order tor escorts. 
Proceeding thence, we travdled over the main 
chain of mountains in two carriages^ and with- 
out any escort. The enlxanoe into this cele- 
brated Caucasian pass, which begins about a 
couple of versts south of Vladikaukas, affords a 
rich entertainment to the lover of romantic 
scenery. The rocky declivities enclosing the 

* TiiiB IS opposed to Bodenstedt's opinion, who sa;^ thst 
Schamyi has three wives. I helieve, however, that Mr. 

Bodcustedt kas been incorrect in this, as well as in maaj 
•feher respects. — Author* 

P 2 
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pass are generally steep, frequently precipitous, 

rising in the form of terraces, in many cases 
presenting a jagged outline, and always display- 
ing picturesque and diversified forms on the 
side of the pass. Trees decorated with beauti- 
ful foliage, though at this season leafless, adorn 
the declivities, yet the woods become continually 
thinner the higher you asccuJ, and when they 
disappear, the rocks lose their most beautiful 
ornament, without finding a compensation even 
in the more majestic forms of the mountains in 
the main chain. 

The rocky scenery of the Caucasian pass is 
relieved and improved by the abundance of 
copious streams. Springs and rivulets rush 
merrily over the magnificent granite precipices, 
and form numerous cascades, which are inferior, 
however, to the Swiss waterfalls. The Terek, 
which is, even here, a stream of respectable size, 
rushes through the pass in its turbulent course, 
and leaps, wildly thundering down some small 
falls of inconsiderable height; indeed, during 
the month of June, the river occupies the entire 
breadth of the pass, destroys the bridges, and, 
in a short time, interrupts all intercourse. The 
Cossacks alone, with their excelient horses, 
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manage to effect a passage, and the postal 

communication between Trans-Caucasia and 
Russia is never entirely interrupted. The 
magnificence of the view whicli greets the 
traveller at the entrance of the pass, was, 
on the first day, heightened, rather than dimi- 
nished, by the misty atmosphere. 

My companion, a young dragoon officer, and 
myself, were so enchanted with it, that we could 
no longer remain in the carriage, and we or- 
dered the two Cossacks, who escorted us, to 
dismount and take our places, with the promise 
of a larger douceur , in the event of their being 
called to account for it. Seizing their lances, 
we vaulted into the saddles of their long-haired 
steeds, and rode away in front, or drew up be- 
hind the carnage, according to the peculiar 
attractions afforded by the individual features 
of the scenery. In case the Caucasians had 
attacked us, it is doubtful if we should have 
imposed on them as much as genuine Cossacks, 
but, fortunatdy, the Tschetschensians did not 
show themselves. 

The trees at Lars are both thinly scattered 
and small in size, and the traveller has to pay 
dear far fuel We passed the night here, 
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visited the old castellated ruins in the neigh- 
bourhood, whose origin is unknown, and 
chatted in the evening over the tea-table with 
the drunken post-master, who spoke a litde 
German^ and described the di&culties of the 
way over the Kreuzberg in dismal colours. 
Some days afterwards, we travelled on without 
any escort* The danger of an attack is greatest 
in the steppe, and in the mountain passes. It 
diminishes as you dimb higher up the pass, 
and in the main chain of the Caucasus, you 
travel as safely as in Geoi^gia. Owing to the 
extreme steepness of the declivities of the pass, 
the boldest robbers of the Caucasus would not 
readily veiiturc into tlie dctilti to lie in wait for 
travellers, for their return with their booty over 
the almost perpendicular rocks, would be a very 
diiicult matter to accomplish. The neighbour- 
hood of the Kasbdc, where the traveller entevs 
the central chain, and where the pass widens 
considerably, is not inhabited by Tschetscben- 
sians or InguscheSi but chiefly by Ossetians, 
nominal Christians, mixed with a few Geor- 
gians. These Christian Ossetians have similar 
weaponsi and dress like the other Caucasians. 
They are quite as faithless^ and as eager after 
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the property of strangers, but do not possess 
the energy, the religious fanaticism, the proud 
independence, and the warlike spirit of the Mo- 
hammedan tribes of the Caucasus. They fear 
the Russians, and those of their chiefs who are 
in the Russian pay» keep on good terms with 
their masters, through fear, and personal inte- 
rest Since the Russian government lays the 
greatest stress on securing the connection be- 
tween Cis- and Trans-Caucasia, robberies on 
the part of the Ossetians would draw down the 
heaviest punishment on them at the hands of 
the Musco&, and the inhabitants of the higher 
mountains are not protected, like the people of 
the lower chains, against the attacks of the 
Russian columns, by impenetrable woods or 
inaccessible rocky defiles. 

The rocky forms of the central chain, not- 
withstanding their greater altitude, are not so 
ruggedly wild, so jagged, or so picturesque as 
in the subordinate chain. Sir Robert Ker 
Porter, a noted British traveller, who made the 
same journey over Kasbek, speaks of the beauty 
of the scenery in extravagant terms, and thinks 
that no other mountains he has seen can 
be compared with the Caucasus in magnitude 
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and picturesque beauty. This opinion appears 
to me exaggerated. The Caucasus is deficient 
in lakes, like those of Switzerland, and no 
glaciers have been hitherto discovered equalling 
those of Chamouni in size, nor does it offer any 
waterfalls to be compared with those of the 
Aar and Staubbach. 

As we advanoedi the mighty Kasbek was 
enveloped in mist The villages situated at its 
foot, on botii banks of the Terek, are inhabited 
by Georgians, and a convent erected on its 
declivity is inhabited by Georgian monks. We 
took up our night quarters at KoIh, which is 
situated somewhat higher than the village of 
Kasbek. The miserable hamlet of Kobi is 
perched in the middle of an Alpine valley, 
which was covered with a considerable quantily 
of half-melted snow, notwithstanding the ad- 
vanced season of the year. We whiled away 
the time till evening in shooting wDd-fowl, but, 
to our v^tton, found no new or rare species 
of birds. 

The following day, we equipped ourselves for 
our journey over the Kreusbeig. Six horses 
were harnessed to my carriage, and yet we 
proceeded at a very slow pace, on account af 
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the steepness of the declivity, and of the masses 
of snow which, after being daily removed by 
a host of labouiuis, were contiaually renewed 
by fresh snow-drifts and avalanches. The road 
attains here the great elevation of 7534 feet; 
the quicksilver of the thermometer fell to 22°, 
and a catting storm wind blew the snow-flakes 
in our faces. I reckon this day on the Cauca- 
sus as the most trying I ever experienced. 
Notwithstanding our ftir cloaks, we were nearly 
frozen. About a mile from Keschaur, the snow 
was so deep on the edge of a precipice 2000 
feet in depth, that the drivers almost despaired 
of advancing, and persuaded us to alight, and 
we waded up to our middle in snow, following 
the carriage, which was almost suspended over 
the frightful abyss at our side. I cannot con- 
ceive what would have happened if had 
chanced to encounter another vehicle, as it was 
impossihle to turn aside or to turn back, owing 
to the narrowness of the road. 

At length, when we reached the miserable 
post-house at Keschaur, I felt extremely unwell, 
and I threw myself, quite exhausted, on my 
straw bed ; but a profuse perspiration produced 
considerable relief, and I was able to join the 
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party at tea. A warm fire and steaming kettle 

gradually restored our godd-humour, and we 
recovered our spirits, though we lamented that 
we had not made the sea-passage to Redout- 
Kaleb, and voted a spring journey over the 
Caucasus to the devil. 

The southern declivity of the . Kxeuzberg, 
towards Pasanur is not so steep as the northern 
dope, but it is very arduous, and in winter 
somewhat dangerous. Nevertheless the skilful 
driving of our Russian postillion secured us from 
all serious accidents, though the axle of my 
carriage broke between Pasaniu: and Anamur, 
and this mitoward circumstance condemned me 
to remain some days longer in this beautiful, but 
rather secluded spot. The inhabitants of Anar 
mur are Georgians. They observe strict fasts, 
and there was considerable difficulty in obtaining 
food, because these bigoted people consider it 

sinful even to sell flesh during Lent On offering 

twice its value, however, they were induced to 
sell us half a ham, but we were obliged to carve 
it with our own knives, as their tender consciences 
made them reluctant even to touch the forbidden 
food. The Christianity of the Georgians is 
conhned to strict fasts and mumbled orisons, f<x 
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we cannot commend them on the score of morals 
and commercial intercourse. Charity and benevo- 
lence seem, almost unknown to them, but to 
chew a piece of ham before Easter, is regarded as 
a damnable sin, which could not be atoned for 
by ev^lasting fire. The Oriental Christians 

perform the same follies during their fasts, as 
the Mohammedans during the Ramazan. 

We proceeded on our journey, after a delay of 
of a few days, passing through Duschet and 
Mizchet, to Tiflis, and arrived at this capital of 
Trans-Caucasia, at a favourable time of the 
summer.^ 

* The V'd&n uf the Krcuzbcrg is called in Russian, ** Kres- 
towaja Gora," both names signifjing "Mountain of the 
Cross." 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

ISesidence at Kasbek — 'N'attiral iiistory — V\''anderinc:s in the 
Mountains to the Kegions of Eternal Snow — Details re- 
specting the Sect of the Duchoborzi — Glaziers of the Kasbek 
— ExoursioDS to Eobi— The Oaaetians — Mineral Springs of 
the Caucasus— Caucasian and Swiss Soenoy oompar^ 

After a three months' residence in Trans* 
Caucasia, I returned to the Caucasus, in order to 
spend the hottest part of the summer in the high 
Alps« Tiflis had become insupportable from 
dust and glare, and from the deficiency of 
drinkable water — the parched landscape had 
lost aU its charm, and offered no longer any 
temptation to our rambiiog propensities. Upon 
the heights of the Caucasus, the sun's rays are 
mitigated by the cool glaciers, and the Alpine 
breezes, which sweep across them. Delicious 
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springs murmur in all directions, and just when 
the Kur valleys of Georgia are burnt up into 
deserts, the Alpine iioia is in its greatest 
splendour. This summer sojourn in the 
Caucasus lives in my memory, as the most 
enjoyable period of aU my wanderings in the 
east. The most favourable time for Natural 
History researches, and for rambling in all 
directions through the valleys and ravines of 
this high mountain region, is during the month 
of August. Appetite, sleep, frame of mind, 
were never in finer order than at this 
time. 

The old Cossack and Stephen Nogell the 
Hungarian, had accompanied me as far as Kas- 
bek. My servants were in the post-chaise, 
whilst I rode the Cossack horse to enjoy the 
views. On our arrival at the village of Kasbek, 
I sent the Hungarian to collect plants and 
insects on the north side of the mountain, near 
Vladikaukas. Though the specimens he brought 
back were not numerous, vet I felt convinced 
the flora, and more particularly the fauna of that 
side of the Caucasus, differ from those of the 
southern slope. During the absence of my 
companions, I made an excursion to the neigh- 
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bourhood of the Kasbek, and ascended this 
celebrated mountain as far as the lower boundary 
of eternal snow. Two Georgian youths, of 
thirteen or fourteen years old, accompanied me. 
They spoke a little Russian, and seemed very 
intelligent ; their honesty I cannot praise as 
highly. Opposite Kasbek, on the left bank of 
the Terek, stands a village of some importance 
called Kerget, it is built exactly on the slope of 
the declivity, the houses are constructed with 
terraces like those of the Ossetians. The in- 
habitants arc a Georgian race, and speak that 
language — yet their dress and weapons are those 
of the Ossetians and Circassians, How these 
Georgians came to be intercalated amongst Osse- 
tians and Ingusches is unknown. Overhanging 
the village^ and about six hundred feet above the 
bed of the Terek, stands a Georgian monastery. 
Thus far is practicable on horseback^ further up 
the road becomes difficult, and as the glaciers are 
approached, it becomes imposiiible to proceed, 
except on foot. The green and variegated region 
of the higher Alpine meadows is separated from 
the lower edge of the moraines by a broad and 
deep ravine at the bottom of which thunder 
mighty mountain tonreats ; these moraines oon- 
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sist of immense blocks of porphyritic rock ; a 

border of somewhat dirty ice skirted each glacier, 
which following the slope of the momitain from 
west to east, gradually approach, and then 
disappear into the depths of the ravine. After 
surmounting, not witliuut much exertion and 
&tigue, the ravine and moraines, we pushed .on 
across the ice until we reached the highest glacier. 
My two young Georgian guides, though strong 
and active climbers, here began to lose courage 
and to flag. They spoke of avalanches, robbers, 
and all kinds of dangers, and represented them- 
selves as completely exhausted, although 1 am 
convinced they fdt the fetigue less than I did. 

I was obliged, therefore, to give way, as 
no inducement could prevail on them to go 
further. I ventured on alone to the top of the 
highest glacier. There, upon a height of 
nearly eleven thousand feet, 1 had an unimpeded 
view of the entire r^on of glaciers, of the 
verdant declivities and ravines, far below, 
covered with rich pasturage, and many tinted 
Alpine flowers, and of a portion of tlie higher 
valleys of the Caucasus^ towards the north-east 
and west; through which rush numerous 
mountain torrents. The glaciers of the Kasbek 
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are inferior to those of Mont Blanc, and of 
the Bernese Oberland in extent, in size, and 
in beauty ; it is only in the higher regions 
that the ice has the heautiful blue colour. 
When I compare the view from the Kasbek 
with that from the hut of Messrs. Agassiz and 
Dolfuss, overlooking the Aar glacier, where the 
huge aiguilles of Finsteraarhoro, Schreckhom, 
Wetterhorn and the neighbour! n ^r giants advance 
their icy niasses threateningly towards the Grim- 
sel, I cannot but admit, that for grandeur, 
variety, and picturesque beauty, Switzerland 
must have the preference, although few of the 
Swiss mountains equal the Kasbek in bulk 
or elevation. Nor does the Elbrus, with its 
r^;ular cone-shaped form, or the lofty moun- 
tains in its vicinity, offer any view at all com- 
parable to that of the Jungirau from Interlachen. 
It is true, that all the glacim of the Caucasus 
have not been visited by Europeans; for in- 
stance, we have no description of the mountain 
land of the Suani, in the Western Caucasus, 
which must be particularly picturesque, and 
rich in ^ i iciers. Also, the country of the 
Ubiches, which no European traveller has yet 
explored, must have its glaciers. 
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When I retiirned to the village on the 
evening of August 2nd, tired out with my wan- 
derings amongst the glaciers, I found every- 
thing in an extraordmary state of coirfusion. 
Hundreds of heavily-laden vehicles were rolling 
slowly through the village ; old men with patriar- 
chal beards, little children, women, with infants 
in thdr arms^ were seated in them, surrounded 
by their household, and farming goods, and 
chattels. These poor emigrants took me sud* 
denly back into Europe. I could have imagined 
myself at Havre or Bremen ; the costume of 
the men reminded me that of the Wurtem- 
burger peasant, but the narrow-brimmed shabby 
hat, and still more, the long beard, bespoke the 
Russian. They were, in fact, emigrants from 
Southern Russia, forced by a ukase of the 
Emperor to leave their beautiful and fruitful 
home, on the borders of the sea of Azoff, to 
settle in the barren deserts of the cold mountain 
region beyond Acfaalzich and Gumri, on the 
other side of the Caucasus, and at the extreme 
boundary of the Russian Empire. As I had 
often iicai'd of this tribe, during my stay in the 
Crimea, I examine^ them with much interest 
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whflst they passed through the village, which 
they continued to do for a couple of days. 

Some of the old men of seventy or eighty 
had a most venerable, almost apostolic Ap- 
pearance, and were so remarkably alike, they 
resembled so many .twin broths. The women 
and young girls were rarely pretty ; they wore 
a frightful head-dress, fastened in front by a 
broad band, and a jacket, generally blue, hung 
down over the hips, such as Hussian serfs 
usually wear. The children, and particularly 
the boys, bad a gentle, good-tempered ex- 
pression of countenance. The whole tribe 
seemed like one large family. Sometimes ten 
or more waggons would halt, and the men 
dismount and congregate round some old 
woman, who, from a huge bottb of schnaps, 
would distribute a glass to each, and finish 
by a bumper to herself. 

It was easy to see, by their ♦ uniform sim- 
plicity of dress, their thoughtful expression of 
face, and their patriarchial communism, that 
they bdonged to one of the reformed sects, 
and they reminded me of the German Sepa- 
ratists in Geox^gia, The sight of so many 
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men wandering forth with resolute and earnest 
fesignatioDy affected me deeply. 

I knew the melancholy lot which awaited 
them, as I had staid some time at Gumri» and 
had become acquainted with the Duchoborzi 
already settled there. They lived in a state of 
the greatest want and wretchedness; ill-used 
and plundered by Russian functionaries — many 
famflies perished from starvation and misery. 

The Duchoborzi were settled, by command of 
the Emperor Alexander, in the steppes near 
the Sea of Azoff, as he feared the spread of their 
religious opinions, should they remain in the 
interior of the empire. They formed eleven 
. beautiful and flourishmg yillages on the banks 
of the Maloschna (Milk River,) in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Nogay Tartars, German Mo- 
raidans, and Malokanians. In no part of the 
Russian empire was agriculture, horticulture, 
and the breeding of cattle so flourishing as 
amongst the rehgious sects of the Maloschna 
and Duchoborzi. They grew rich, but kept 
themselves mistrustfully apart from their 
neighbours, and permitted no strangers to be 
present dming the performance of the mysteries 
of their religion — what these were, I have never 
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heard. The Duchoborzi assemble daily in their 
churches and sing psalms. They beUeve that 
the Holy Ghost, the Father, or the Son 
dwell in man» but they appear to have no 
clear conception of the meaning of their re- 
ligious forms. They listen with the greatest 
attention to the cuuiplicated and fanatical dis- 
courses of their elders, and believe that their 
chief priest holds direct intercourse with the 
Godhead. He exercises a secret and unbounded 
influence, before which all tremble. The Rus- 
sian scholar, Koppen, dwelt some time amongst 
them, and, no doubt, learnt much about thdr 
institutions and secret religious services, but 
he was forbidden, by his government, to reveal 
any of the observations he had made. 

As long as the Emperor Alexander lived, the 
Duchoborzi were left in peace. They paid their 
taxes regularly, furnished recruits, and submitted 
in everything to their duties as subjects. Social 
intercourse with the Russians of the national 
religion was forbidden ; but beyond this they 
were not aggrieved. On the accession of 
Nicholas to the Imperial throne, their condition 
underwent a material change. His wish to 
restore the unity of the Russian church, was 
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known, and his consequent dislike of Sectaiian- 
ism. This was sufficient to excite the priests 
and functionaries in the vicinity of the Ducho- 
borzi to a series of persecutions against these 
unfortunales. They were accused of sheltering 
escaped criminals within their villages, and of 
burying their dead without making any report in 
the official registers. It was also said, that persons 
suspected of revealing any of thdr ceremonies^ 
were tried secretly, and never more heard of. 
Upon these vague reports^ a commission of 
enquiiy was set on foot, and the threat of exile 
to Siberia or Trans-Caucasia filled the pocket of 
many a hungry official. Impartial men, how- 
ever, maintain that the suspicion of the Ducho- 
borzi affording shelter to deserters, is not 
unfounded, as the following drcumstance, if 
reliable, will prove. A Russian Isprawnik 
( pdioe-officer), had traced one of these fugitives 
to a Duchoborzi village. This being found out 
.by the inhabitants, they murdered the man to 
avoid detection, and threw the body into a mill- 
stream, belonging to a German colony, with 
the intention of casting suspicion upon the 
colonists. These facts, though never clearly 
proved ikgainst them, were the ostensible reasons 
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for drawiog down upon Sectarians^ a general 
persecution ; more than a hundred were im- 
prisouedy scourged, and tortured^ though they 
gave certain proofs of their innocence. 

Soon after this, an imperial ukase sent them 
all forth as exiles to the most sterile and meian* 
choly part of Traus-Caucasia, at the utmost 
limits of the empire, where grain only ripens 
in the hottest summer, and they have to depend 
almost entirely on the breeding of cattle, as a 
means of sustenance. I was staying in iVrpa- 
tschaiy in 1843. Several thousand of the 
Duchoborzi were already settled there. They 
formed seven villages ; but all the people were 
in the most wretched condition: the children 
looked pale, and wasted &om the bad qualify, 
and insuffidency of the food. I asked one boy 
if he would come with me as my servant, and 
have plenty of food and good clothes to wear. 
He replied that he would like it very much, if 
he could take his Maminka (little mother) with 
him. 

Notwithstanding the dreadful misery of these 

first settlers, which destroyed so many of them, 
the remainder of the Duchoborzi, to the number 

of from 4000 to 5000, were unpityingly driven 
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from their beautiful and prosperous settlementSy 

On the Milk River, to share the fate of the former. 
They had to sell nearly all they possessed for 
anything they could get, and then, with patient 
subnussion, to set out in their long and melan- 
choly journey over the Caucasus. They had been 
given the choice of remcdning on the banks of 
the Maluschna, and of denying their faith for 
that of the Greek church ; but few did so. It 

is remarkable that a rehi^ion, with so vao:ue an 

idea of the Deity, and of another world, should 
have enabled them to resist all temporal welfare, 
and to exchange their comfortable houses for a 
miserable banishment, rather than accept the 
creed of the Mother Church they had forsaken. 

It is affirmed by those well acquainted with 
the present state of things in Russia, that the 
number of schismatics, who practise their religion 
in secret, is very great. 

Some Russians of eminence remarked to 
the Marquis de Custine, that, although the 
government kept the enstedce of these sects as 
secret as possible, and used very stringent 
measures to suppress them, yet they seemed 
ineradicable. It was even whispered to M. de 
Custine^ that these sects might eventually become 
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dangerous to the government. ^* C'est par des 

divisioDS religieuses que perira Tempire Russe/' 
It is also the opinion of a celebrated German 
diplomatijjt, that the first symptoms of danger to 
fiusffla^ powerful and united as she apparently 
seems, will most probably arise within the heart of 
the empire from religious opposition. I am not 
sufficieDtly acquainted with the home politics of 
Russia to judge ot this important subject. It 
may be advanced, however, in opposition to 
these views, that these sects appear to have no 
political tendencies, and that the Emperor has 
not more faithful or devoted subjects, than 
they who venture to differ from him in creed. 
For instance, the Cossacks of the Line, who 
bdong to a particular sect, are said to be amongst 
the bravest and most serviceable troops of the 
Russian army. None of the Duchobcnrzi, or 
Malokanians, with whom I have had any inter- 
course, have ever complained of the Emperor ; 
they have invariably expressed their deep re- 
verence for him personalty. An old man of the 
Duchoborzi said to me in conversation : ^'The 
Emperor is not to blame for our misfortunes. 
He is a good and gracious Lord ; but the priests 
and officials have spoken ill of us to him. 
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He knows us not. God bless xsichoks Paulo- 
witch r' 

Such fidefity on the part of persecuted, 31- 
used, and exiled men, made me shudder even 
more than it affected me. It reminded me 
of that Russian boyar^ who, suffering during 
a whole day the tortures of the rack, to which 
Ivan, the Terrible, had sentenced him, per- 
severingly exdaimed between every sigh of 
agony : " Lord God, bless tyrants/' 

During the two days the Duchoborzt were 
passing through the village of Kasbek, I also 
remained there. The sight of these emigants 
had such an effect upon me, that I neglected 
my scientific excursions up the mountains. The 
resolute character, the calm submissiveness of 
this people pleased me. They were grave, yet 
not dejected ; both women and men were equally 
active^ when there was anything to arrange or 
repack ; and many of the waggons were skilfully 
charioteered by the older women, who displayed 
also great activity in keeping their small droves 
of cattle together. The miserable booths of 
Kasbek offered little beyond white bread and 

nuts, which the young Duchoborzi took from 

us with naive readiness without a word in reply. 
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The fathers thanked us by a nod, and a kind 

look ; whilst the women cried from the waggons, 
with remarkably sweet voices. Pakorno blaga- 
darju, Gospodin" — Many thanks, Sir. 

When the march of the Duchoborzi through 
the village was over, we betook ourselves again 
to our wandenngs in the mountams. Though 
we were at the foot of the Kasbek, only the 
most easterly of its camdVhump^shaped sum* 
mits was visible, nor is it on this side seen to 
such advantage as on the Karbardan steppes, or 
from the niuuntains of Georgia. Like Araiat, 
this Caucasian colossus loses in majesty when 
viewed immediately from its base. The Kasbek 
is totally deficient in that border of forest which 
gives to the Jungfrau so beautiful an effect, as 
seen from Lauterbrunnen. A few stunted 
aspens were the only trees I saw in this neigh- 
bourhood, and on the higher slopes the birch 
willows and aspen scarcely exceed the growth of 
shrubs. I cannot sufficiently account for the 
dwarfishness of these trees, as neither the degree 
of cold in winter, nor the elevation above the 
sea, are suoh as to occanon it. • 

Russian travellers had often told us of fear- 
ful avalanches of stone, which, every five or six 
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years, fall froin tlic Kasbek into the valley of 
the Tereky and which, for months together, 
block up the roads, and fill up the bed of the 
liver, thus preventing any intercourse along 
them, between Tiflis and Southern Russia. 
These stone avalanches are the accumulated 
piles of several moraines, which gradually slide 
down from the glaciers in an easterly du*ection. 
On my second visit to the Kasbek, I saw one of 
these vast accumulations of moraines, which 
had attained an almost incredible height; its 
constantly increasing mass was gradually near- 
ing the precipitous edge of the mountain, where^ 
upon losing its equilibrium, it would fall with 
destructive force into the valley beneath. The 
inhabitants anticipated that this would shortly 
occur, and told me it would take many months 
to disencumber the roads of the debris, and 
bring back the Terek into its proper bed. 

The last evening of my stay in the village 
of Kasbek, I spent most agreeably with several 
Rusdan officers from the seat of war at Dag- 
hestan ; the next day, I set out on my return to 
Kobi, where I took up 'my quarters for the 
third time. We were lodged in the worst 
room in the post-house, and even this wretched 
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aooommodation was often disputed by new- 
comers. 

The neighbourhood of Kobi is inhabited by 

the tribe of Ossetians. From their language, 
they are supposed to be of Medo-Persian origin. 
They live in aouls (villages), which iiave a solid 
square tower in the midst, surrounded by their 
dwellings, built of stone, and these rarely exceed 
about thirty in number. As the differs! 
tribes of the Caucasus are constantly in feud 
with each other, these towers or strongholds 
serve as retreats, into which the inhabitants 
retire for shelter and defence. The Ossetians 
have been subdued by the Russians, and are 
under the administratioa of a Natscbalnik 
(district ofBoer), by birth a Georgian. He 
resides in a country-house between Ketschaur 
and Paaanur. The Russians very wisely try 
to conciliate these turbulent mountsdn tribes, 
whose evident dislike to the Russian yoke they 
seek to overcome ratiier by persuasion and com- 
pliancy than by force. 

It is extremely necessary for a stranger to 
have a ^ Komk/* oi protector, to secure bio^ 
self, during his wanderings amongst the Moslem 
as well as the Christian tribes of the Caucasusi 
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from injury or death at their hands. Such a 
Konak offered himself to me on my first visit 
to an Ossetian village ; but less from disin- 
terested motives than the expectation of all 
kinds of gifts in exchange for his proffered 
friendship. The Ossetians, £ke the other 
tribes of the Caucasus, are covetous of gain. 
My Ossetian friend knew enough Russian to 
enable us to understand each other, and he 
spoke largely of the importance of a Konak. 

" No Ossetian,** said he, " will dare injure a 
hair of your head, knowing he will have me for 
an enemy, and should any misfortune happen 
to you, my kioschal will not rest in its sheath 
until it is revenged.'* 

As 1 had no great faith in his ofBciousness, I 
told him that I also carried a kmschal to defend 
myself, and that my gun was my best protector. 
However, as oiflen as I made my appearance in 
the neighbourhood of his aoul, my importunate 
Konak, with every sign of the truest satisfac- 
tion, would fullovv me up the mountains wher- 
ever I went He called me Prad," (brother), 
and eonfessed he never had loved any one 
before half as well; he b^ged me also to 
dispose of all he possessed, and promised to 
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bring me milk, butter, and cheese to Kobi. 
He. did bring a can of sotir milk, which 
Stephan Nogell said would be scarcely given to 
pigs in Hungary. My Ossetian friend, with 
further assurances of friendship, disclaimed all 
wish of kopecks for the milk. The conversap 
tion wliich followed is wortiiy of being verbally 
copied from my diary. 

" Brother/' said the Ossetian, " I love thee 
as the apple of my eye. The milk I bring 
thee is from mv favourite cow, and will be 
relished by thee ; it costs nothing — it is a gift 
of love; but hast thou not a pair of old boots 
for me? the road to our aoul is stony "and 
rough, and I am foot-sore/^ 

I gave him a pair, which did not quite fit 
him ; he took them, but espying a pair of new 
shoes in the corner of the room, he continued : 

These boots I shall keep in remembrance 
of thee — as often as I look upon them, I shall 
think of thee ; but there lie good shoes, which 
will fit me, and make me happy. Give 
them to me, brother, and all I possess is 
thine." 

I replied, that I could not part with the 
shoes. 
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" Well," said my friend, " here is a beautiful 
knife— let me keep this in remembrance of 
thee, whom I love more than my brother. 
Drink of the milk — ^it is good, and allow me to 
take the knife V 

I nodded affirmatively^ but with impatience, 
to show him I was tiicd of iiis importunity. 

''The milk tastes good to thee," said the 
Ossetian, in the same insinuating tone ; ** 1 
took it from my best cow, and thou shalt see 
her. But hast thou any powder? We will 
shoot durra for thee, and bring thee the 
choicest portions/' 

The Ossetian received several cartridges, and 
still persevered in his suit. 

" At Tiflis there is excellent tobacco, which 
smdls sweeter than otir mountain flowers. 
Thou hast certainly brought some of this with 
thee, and wilt rejoice the heart of my old father, 
at home, with several pipes of it ?" 

I told my dear brother, that I was no 
smoker, and never carried any tobacco witli me. 
The greedy eyes of the Caucasian swept over 
everything in the room, in order to make a 
fiirther selection. I signed to the Hungarian 
to remove such articles as were lying about, to 
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spare my Konak any further temptation. The 
milk-can was, in the meanwhile^ emptied^ and 
tbe Ossetian began again his demands. 

"The milk has tasted good to thee; I 
thought it would, for a beautiful cow, such as 
mine^ is not to be found in the mountains. 
To-morrow I will bring thee more milk; it 
costs thee nothing. But hast thou not a glass 
of vodka? I am tired, and my home is far 
hence." 

I allowed the Ossetian to be presented with a 

glass of schnaps, and, at the same time, had 
him shown the door. He took his leave, still 
protesting that he loved me as a brother, 
and that the milk did not cost me a single 

kopeck. 

There are no mountains in Europe as rich in 
mineral springs as those of the Caucasus ; about 
ten years ago, the celebrated baths of Patigorsk 
on the north side of the mountains, came into 
note, and are visited by the St, Petersburgers, 
though the journey is both long and fatiguing. 
The ferrugmous springs on the north side of the 
Kreuzberg, between Kobi and Keschaur, are not 
so well known, and are not used by invalids. I 
counted fifty of these copious springs; they 
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gushed forth in large jets, out of a deep ba^in, 
and form small cascades which fall over the 

precipices. 

The varied and beautiful meteoric efiEects, so 
common in the Tyrol and Switzerland, the 
gorgeous spectacle of the sun rising and setting, 
the sublimity of the thunderstorms, the peculiar 
piles of mist which look like aerial spectres^ 
hovering over mountain and valley, are very rarely 
seen in the Caucasus, where, during summer, the 
dear, blue doudless, sky is seldom overcast. 
Once only did I enjoy the spectacle of a violent 
thunder-storm, it was on the 8th of August, 
about mid-day there reigned an unusual stillness 
in the atmosphere, whilst a gloomy twilight 
gradually stole over the landscape, magical and 
ever varying lights glanced across the mountain 
peaks, caused by the broken rays of the sun. 
The silence was, at length, interrupted by the 
most territic explubions, and then commenced a 
scene, to which my feeble pen is unable to do 
justice. The giants of the Caucasus looked dark 
and mysterious in the sullen gloom; douds, 
black as ink, edged with a yellow or blood-red 
border, sped fleetly past, and spectral shapes of 
mist in continual metamorphosis, were driven 

VOL. L R 



242 



THB COS8A£K8 



along by the raging storm ; the dense masses of 
clouds emitted molten streams of red and blue 
forked lightning, which cast over the snowy 
slopes of the Caucasus a lurid horrible brightness, 
and the triply echoing peals of thundo' reyer- 
berated with solemn grandeur through the 
mountains. At length, when the contending 
elements liad expended their wraLii in angry 
strife, a beautiM double rainbow gently spread 
its lovely tinted bow across the sullen sky, as 
peacemaker, and lastly, the silvery beams of 
the moon burst forth upon the scene. The 
lightning grew less vivid — the thunder rolled 
growling away, and the wrath of the elements 
was appeased. 

I remember only two scenes, in aD my wander- 
ings, at all comparable with this, one was in the 
highlands of Armenia, the other in the Swiss 
Alps, near the Lake of Lucerne. The storm had 
concentrated itself around the mountains of that 
neighbourhood, and I actually stood within its 
atmosphere. The valley of the Rigi, with the 
little village of St. Maria Zum Schnee, with the 
peaks of the mountains, were illuminated by 
magieal electric lights, resembling Bengal fire. 

A rainbow of unusual brilliancy spanned the 
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Rigiy termioatiDg ia the valley beaeath ; a few 
greyish clouds of changeful appearance, swept 
constantly to and fro; if to this, we add the 
wonderfully beautiful panorama of this celebrated 
locality — a scene may be imagined httie inferior 
to that of the Caucasus. 

I have seen the sun rise and set from both 
the Kreuzberg and the Kasbek, but have no 
hesitation in saying, the scene is less enchanting 
than from the mountains of Switzerland or the 
Tyrol. It is unaccompanied, in tlie Caucasus, by 
that beautiful purple and rich change of 
colouring, which is usual in the European 
Alps. 

Being drivtin by tlie fleas, one morning, 
earlier than usual from my couch in the 
wretched post-liouse, I found it light enough to 
contemplate the distant panorama of the wild 
mountain region which surrounded me. To 
the north, the higher snow-covered peaks ot the 
Caucasian Alps were visible ; to the east, rose 
lofty, precipitous mountams, mostly of a pyra- 
midical form ; to the south, the summits only 
of the mountains were snow-capped, whilst thick 
forests clothed their base. To the west, the 
mountains were of a lower elevation than the 
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others, and, except in the ravines and hollows, 
vere free from snow. It was completdy day- 
light before the sun appeared. The edges of 
the douds floating above Ae western mountains 
were first illuminated ; then the higher peaks of 
the central chain to the north caught the glow. 
Their relative height was easily ascertained by 
the rotation in which they reflected, the first 
beams of the God of day. The eastern horizon 
then burst forth like a brilliant conflagration, 
and, at last, the sun rose, dazzling and golden, 
but without the rosy blush of dawn. 

Beautiful as this was, sunrise from the Rigi 
and sunset from the Bernese Oberland. are 
incomparably finer. How vividly do I remem- 
ber the summer evenings spent at Interlaken. 
There the lovely Jungfrau, like a heavenly 
spirit in purest white, looks down upon plea- 
sant BodeU; the setting sun reflects a rosy 
light upon it, exquisitely beautiful, which, 
as it fodes away, leaves a solemn, death- 
like effect upon the imugiaation, as if the spirit 
of the mountain had passed away, leaving only 
the corpse, adorned its circlet of green forest, 
for the last ceremony. I have seen nothing 
similar to this in the Caucasus. 
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From the Terek steppes and the uplands of 
Georgia^ the Caucasiaa mountsins surpass those 
of Europe in grandeur, and as the Russians are 
not yet acquainted with a hundredth part of 
th^ valleys and ravines, there may be many 
highly picturesque spots, scarcely inferior to our 
Alpine scenes, and waterfalls to equd in beauty 
those of the Aar at Handek, or the Keichen- 
bach in the lower valley of Hasli; but it is 
ascertained with tolerable certainty from the 
natives, tixat this mountain re^on is totally 
deficient in those lovely crystal lakes, one of the 
greatest charms of Switzerland, and which 
render it the most beautiful mountain regiua in 
the world. Such a union of the lovely and 
sublime, as may be met with about the Lake of 
Thun, or on the north side of the lake of 
Lucerne, oppobite Mont Pilatuis, might be in 
vain sought for in the Caucasus. Neither can 
the varied and picturesque charm of the view 
from the Rigi be equalled from any of the 
Caucasian heights. The forests of the Cau- 
casus, especially towards the Black Sea, and 
the flora of the treeless region, are decidedly 
richer and more extensive than those of the 
Tyrol and Switzerland ; but this does not out- 
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weigh the loveliness of the Alpine lakes, or the 
magnifioeDoe of the Swiss gkciers. The cha- 
racter of the scenery from the Ketschaur leaves 
the beholder cold and untouched, whilst the 
mere remembrance of the exquisite landscapes 
of Switzerland and the Tyrol force us to ex- 
claim with Victor Jacquemont, who, at the 
sight of the highest mountains of the globe— 
the Himalaya — cried, Oh I how lovdy are 
the Alps of Europe I" 
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CHAFFER IX. 

lliustrations of the Caucasian Natious — Tke Tsclietacliensians 

and the Osseiians. 

Th£ erudite and intellectual author of the 
" History of the Empire of Trebizond," calls the 
Caucasus, "the gate through which the first 
unshapen rudiments of culture have passed 
from the East into Europe/' Ritter, in his 
classical work, " The Antechamber of the His- 
tory of European Nations/' has dwelt on the 
great importance of the Caucasian mountains, 
in connection with our most ancient history, 
and has illustrated the subject with profound 
and acute researches, and Fallmerayer considers 
it a matter of certainty, that tribes of emi- 
grants passed over the Euxine as conc^uerors 
or settlers from the Caucasian isthmus, in 
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mythical times, to the districts about Hoemus 
and Olympus, and that the most aadent history 
of Greece is to be traced, not in the Pdoponne- 
sus, in Attica, or Doris, but in the glens of the 
Caucasus. But, hitherto, a]l historical researches 
have failed in pointing out which of the present 
Caucasian tribes shared in these momentous 
migrations. Perhaps this problem may be 
solved in the future, if all the districts of the 
Caucasus are visited by skiifuj philologists, and 
ethnographers. One of the most distinguished 
members of the Academy of Sciences at St. 
Petersburgh has proposed this comprehensive 
plan of an expedition to the Caucasus. A 
special mquirer should be devoted exclusively 
to every Caucasian dialect. An important ad- 
vantage might accrue to our historical and 
ethnographical knowledge, if the Russian govern- 
ment could be induced to adopt this plan. 

Several eminent scholars have occupied them- 
sdves of late years with the language of the 
Western Caucasus. Sjogren and Dubois de 
Montpereux have conhrmed, by careful study, 
the opinion previously advanced by Klaproth, 
that the Ossetians dwelling on the highest Cau- 
casian Alps, are of Median origin. Chora-B^- 
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Mursin-Nogma, serving in the Circassian 
squadron of the guard, at St. Petersburg, has 
recently published a grammar of the Kabardan 
language, which is almost identical with the 
Circassian. There occur words in this language 
which are trighttuUy difiicult to be pronounced 
by a European tongue, e. KUhetsehAsip' 
pogopsi (flowing water), thithi (book), &c. The 
Russian academician, Sjogren, observes that he 
has practised for hours together to obtain the 
proper pronunciation of the latter word, but 
that he only succeeded in doing so twice. The 
most recent labours of the Swiss, Dubois, in 
connection with the west Circassian languages 
are very important. By careful comparison, he 
has shown witli much perspicuity, that the 
idioms of the Circassians, Kabardans, and 
Abchasians, belong to the Tschudic stock of 
languages, and are very dosely allied to the 
Finnic. No one has devoted his attention to 
the dialect of the Ubiches, Tschigetes, and 
Suanetians ; and we are in like manner almost 
entirely ignorant of the idioms of the Eastern 
Caucasus, spoken by the Avars, Inguscbes, 
Tschetschensians, Kists, Kudetches, Chasy- 
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kumiks, liiid of the numerous tribes com- 
prehended under the name of Lesghians. 

These latter tribes, though generally agreeing 
in customSy differ often considerably in their 
languages. Even the number of the different 
dialects and tongues spoken in the Caucasus 
is not exactly known. No country upon earth 
ofiers so great a medley of races and of languages, 
within a small compass, as the Eastern Caucasus. 
Mussudi and £bn Haukal adduced seventy-two 
languages ; and Abulfeda calls the mountain of 
the Albanian gate, Djebel-el-Alason, i. e., the 
mountain of languages. Guldenstedt has given 
us a few small vocabularies of some East 
Caucasian hi^ages ; but they an meagre and 
unsatisfactory. Several of these idioms appear 
even to exceed the Kabardan in unoouthness of 
tone. Pallas says that the Ingusches speak, as 
if they have stones in thdr mouth. During 
my resideace in Trans-Caucasia, I formed an 
acquaintance with a Lesghian. Though phiIo> 
logy is not my branch of study, actuated rather 
by curiosity than any scientific motive, I 
wished to turn my acquaintance with this man 
to account, in drawmg up a short vocabulary 
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of his dialect. To this end, I profited by the assist- 
ance of Mr. Abowian^ at Tiiis, a distinguished 
linguist, who speaks Tartar admirably— a tongue 
which is currently spoken among tiie Lesgbians, 
besides their own idiom. But this little, trifling 
undertaking of mine encountered greater im- 
pediments than I had anticipated: for many 
Lesghian words are so extremely uncouth, that 
it* appears to me impossible to describe them 
with our alphabet. Occasionally, some tones 
would occur that are quite indescribaUe» ap- 
pearing to issue from the very intestines of tiie 
Lesghian, and to stick in his throat on delivery. 
I found it impossible to hdp laughing out loud 
at some of his tones; but the Ltesghian was 
offended at this, and did not visit me again. 

1. THE TSCHETSCHBNSUNS. 

The Tschetschensians are at the head of the 

resistance to the northern aggressor in the 
eastern Caucasus, in the same way that the 
Circassians form the nucleus of opposition in 
the westcarn Caucasus, whilst the smaller or 

tamer tribes of the Abchasiaiis, Ubiches, Tschi- 
getians, Tartars of the Elbrus (Karatschai), and 
the Kabardans, related with the Adighe by 
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blood and tongue, rally round them. The 
term Tschetschensians is only sthcUy applicable 
to a small dan of this people, which has, how- 
ever, become so very prominent by its boldness 
and energy, that the Russians designate the 
whole people by this appellation; though in- 
cluding the Kists and Ingusches, which are 
related to them, the whole tribe of genuine 
Tschetschensians does not exceed 150,000 
souls. The clan is called Midschegi by the 
Circassians, Tartars, and Lesghians. The 
extremely uncouth idiom of the Tschetschen- 
sians has nothing in common, either with the 
Circassian idiom, nor with that of the Les- 
ghians, or that of the Tartars and Ossetians, 
though single words may, in some cases, have 
been imported from the different Caucasian 
idioms into the Tschetschensian tongue. Klap- 
roth represents it as perfectly independent and 
original in its structure, adding, however, that it 
has adopted many terms from the language of 
the neighbouring tribe of Avars. The his- 
torical origin of the Tschetschensians is in- 
volved in the deepest obscurity. They are 
regarded as the aborigines of the Caucasian 
isthmus, who, like the oth^ nations inhabit-. 
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ing " the craggy citadel of the Caucasus/' have 
preserved the uncouth customs and military 
spirit of their ancestors, and they are still as in 
the time of iGschylus, 

* 

*< Wild troops, terrible in batUe and olask of brazen spears." 

The Tschetschensians have, at a very recent 
period, given a terrible denial to the German 
savant who, in his book, " Russia and tiie 
Circassians,'' estimates so slightly the powers of 
resistance inherent in the Caucasian nations, 
and regards them as infallibly doomed to fall 
under the Russian soeptre and sword. Ritter, 
our celebrated geographer, giited with such a 
marvellous penetration, has more correctly ap. 
predated the defensive strength of these Cau- 
casian mountaineers, when he says • The wars 
of Timur, of Peter the Great, and of Nadir 
Shah, against the people of the eastern Cau- 
casus, have proved that these localities of Dag- 
hestan and Lesghistan belong to the great 
isolated citadels of nations, which are able to 
protect their defenders and occupants against 
all the waves of nations that may break against 
them, and which hurl bade the hosts of the 
mightiest rulers, in the same way that the 
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raging breakers are dashed baek by the cliifs 
that gird the islands of the oceao." 

The Tschetschensians inhabit the beautiful 
mountain district between the high Caucasian 
chain and the Terek. Their territory is limited 
to the eastward by the Koissu, to the westward, 
by the pass leading from Vhdikaukas to Trans- 
Caucasia. This mountain district abounds in 
magnificent forests and pasturages; but the 
lofty situation of the valleys in the Tschetschen- 
sian territory, only admits of scanty harvests of 
corn. Nevertheless) harvest time is an important 
season for the mountaineers, who commonly 
remain very quiet till the grain is carried and 
stadced. When late in the autumn, the hay- 
ricks have disappeared from the fields, and the 
raging waters of the Terek and Sundscha have 
fallen, it is well known along the Cussuek hue 
that no great interval will elapse ere the warlike 
Tsflietschensian yell will be heard. All the 
Russian posts situated in the Terek plains from 
Vladikaukas to Vnesapnaja, and exposed to the 
incursions of the Tschetschensians, Vladil^uius^ 
Orosnaja, Girselaul, and Temirdiantschura, are 
at present the chief centres of Russian operations 
against the Tschetschensians. The spare bar- 



IjiyilizeQ 



AND THE CAUCASUS. 256 



barians of the Caucasus can be seen dally iu 
great numbers in the aboire named fortresses. 
Like the Circassians, they visit the Russian 
fortresses, chiefly for diversiony and the Russians 
who anticipate beneficial results from frequent 
intercourse with their eoemiesy let them enter 
and depart from their strongholds without any 
impediment. 

At Vladikankas, a large and important strong- 
hold on the Terek, I saw, for the iirst time» 
many bodies of Tschetschensians together, and 
as I was just oome from the Kouban, where I 
had seen the Circassians, it was natural that I 
should compai'e the impression made upon me 
by these two people. They both play the same 
part in the Caucasus, but differ in their language 
and origin, and had no intercourse till within 
the last few years. I hnd the following opinion 
on the Tschetschensians, in my diary, written at 
Vladikaukas. The Tschetschensians please roe 
less that the Circassians, whom they resemble 
in their spare figures, bold carriage, and aquiline 
noses, but without having an identical expression 
of the whole face. In tlie countenance of the 
Circassian Uadens, there prevails a frank, open 
dashing, and somewhat wild expression, and 
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their bearing is so diivalrous, that you cannot 
look at these bandit chiefs without pleasure. A 
greater energy, and a more sinister and threaten-* 
ing character prevails in the more swarthy faxse& 
of the Tschetschensians ; I saw men amongst 
them, whose eyes flashed with a cunniug and 
sanguinary spirit that terrified me. I could 
safely accept the hospitality and friendship of a 
Circassian Usden, but I shoidd not venture to 
accede to the invitation of a Tschctschensian to 
visit his aoul. The &oes of the Tchetschensian 
are, generally speaking, somewhat thinner and 
longer than those of the Circassians, their black 
beards are more scanty than with other Orientals, 
e. the Turks and the Arabs. Their costume, 
however, appears to be common to tdl the tribes 
of the Caucasus ; scanty brown breeches, brown 
coats, with a leathern belt round their hips, and 
with party coloured pockets on both sides of the 
breast, where they keep their cartridges. Their 
head is adorned with the Caucasian turban, a 
great cap variegated at the top, with a broad fur 
brim, which slouching down over the forehead, 
increases the wild and sinister character of the 
physiognomies of these mountaineers. All 
wore broad kinschals in their belt, and many of 
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them a long pistol slung OTer their back. Some 
chieftains were much more richly clothed ; they 
wore coats with silver embroidery, and splendid 
daggers and swords with silver handles. The 
Tschetschensians, who together with a con- 
siderable nnmber of Ossettans and Kabardans 
were present at the military review, superintended 
by General Baldinin, in the large square at 
Vladikaukas, appeared to regard the sip;ht with 
interest^ whilst I surveyed the picturesque 
figures of the mountaineers with the same 
feeling. 

I reproduce this fragm^t from my diary, 
without any alteration, but I confess that the 
narratives that I had p-eviously heard related by 
Russian officers, concerning the Circassians and 
Tschetschensians, may have had some influence 
on the comparison that I made between the 
two people. All Russian accounts are somewhat 
more favourable to the inhabitants of the 
Western Caucasus than to the tribes peopling 

the eastern part of the chain. 

The faithful obscarvance of oaths is not so 
common among the Tchetschensians, they treat 
their prisoners with greater severity, and they 
are moreover animated with a religious fanaticism, 

VOL. I. 8 
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unknown to the Circassians. The latter charac- 
teristic peculiarity distinguishes the Eastern 
from the Western Caucasians. Among the Cir- 
casiansy few individuals are circumcised, and if 
they have cared rather more for the Kuraii 
latterly, it resulted more from their wish to 
show their hostility and hatred to the Christian 
Russian, than from any spiritual impulse. I 
received very remarkable oral statements respect- 
ing them, from one of the two £nglishmen who 
lived two years among the Circassians with Bell. 
This Englishman, who had long resided in the 
East, remarked that ^'religious intolerance is 
seldom quite obliterated among the Moslems of 
the East Even the enlightened Turks still 
feel a slight disinclination towards us, which 
originates in the difference of religion. Not a 
trace of this is to be found among the Cucas- 
sians, thef knew that Bell and I were opponrats 
of the Russians, and that was enough to secure 
us a friendly reception amongst them. No one 
asked about our faith. If the Circassians were 
not engaged in strife against Russia, they would 
show the greatest indifference to Islam.^* In 
Bell's ''Journal of a Residence in Circassian" many 
passages likewise occur, proving with what litde 
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religious entbusiasm the Circassiaos are aoi- 
inated. It was once discussed m an assembly 
of UsdenSy if the corn should be burned in case 
the Russians attacked them. One chieftain 
remarked : " our book, (the Koran) forbids this.'* 
Oh," rejoined another, a good deal of non- 
sense IS written in our book/* 

A remark of this kind would hardly have 
been ventured by Turkish Grandees. The 
sophistical ulemas at Constantinople will never 
find it difficult to discover passages in that 
obscure and contradictory book, which by forced 
interprctcition can justify every exclusive regula- 
tion, as in the case of that expression in the 
Koran which pronounces " disorder as worse 
than murder,'' and which was made use of by 
the ulemas to vindicate the practice of fraticide, 
introduced by Mohammed, and made a law of 
the empire. But it would never occur to 
Turkish grandees, openly to reject the language 
of the Koran, whilst the principal grounds for 
resistance to Russia, among the Circassians, are 
an innate love of fireedom and independence, 
together with, perhaps, the hope of plunder and 
booty ; the hatred of Russian supremacy among 
the Tschetschensians, finds its chief lever in the 

s2 
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glowing fanaticism. All great leaders of the 
T^MdietacheDsiaDS from Scheik Mansor, who 
knew twenty thousand spiritual verses by heart, 
down to Schamyl, the present chief of the 
Tchetschensians, who plays the part of a 
propheti have fdt the neoessily of basing Uieir 
secular power on the religious fanaticism of 
their people, just as Abd-el*Kader did in Algeria. 
This religious fanaticism in the Eastern Cau- 
casus, facilitates the cohesion of tribes speaking 
different idioms, under one head, and impedes 
the progress of conquest to the numerous Rus- 
sian hosts, which are sure to encounter a 
protracted resistance in the heroic valour of the 
mountaineers, the natural features of their 
territoiy, a universal citadel for nations, and 
espedally in their ardent religious enthusiasm. 

During my residence on the banks of the 
Terek, and amongst the high Caucasian Alps, I 
received many interesting accounts of the mode 
of life, and customs of the Tschetschensiaos. I 
was especially attracted by the dmple story of 
a Polish soldier, who had spent almost a year as 
prisoner amongst that people, and who was 
detained, moreover, in liie immediate neighbour- 
hood of the dreaded chief, Schamyl, whom he 
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was forced to serve as a slave. He was not 
able to endure the rough life in the mountains, 
the severe climate, and the coarse fare, and he 
took advantage of the first opportunity that 
offered to return under the Russian double- 
eagk, though as a Pole» he felt very little 
sympathy for its cause. If we may credit Lis 
Statement^ he had been taken [nrisoner by the 
mountaineers during aa expedition of General 
Grabbe; and he narrowly escaped receiving 
the three thousand blows with rods, that are 
commonly infected on Russian deserters in the 
Caueasus, and which imply as much as dying a 
torturing death, unless there are some humanely 
^fisposed officers, who know him, to mitigate 
the severity of the chastisement. It was with 
great difficulty that the unfiNiunate Pole suc- 
ceeded in convincing the court-nuirtial of his 
innocence, and escaped an agonizing punishment, 
which, even according to the admission of Rus- 
sian offifoersyis often inflioted on innocoit men. 

According to the statement of th^ Pole 
and other prisonerB, who had escaped, or been 
exchanged, almost the same remarks apply to 
the dwellings, modeof life, and occupation of tiie 
Tschetschensian^ as to those of the Circassians. 
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2. THE 06SETIANS. 

The Ossetians have retained no knowledge 
or memory of the age when their ancestors 
migrated from other countries to the Caucasian 
momitains. Their first conversion to Chris- 
tianity is attributed to Queen Thamar, whose 
armies are reported to . have brought into the 
Caucasus the crosses, whereof the effigy is 
often seen on the rocks* The Russians made 
many efforts, after the occupation of Georgia, 
to win back to Christianity the Ossetians, who 
had long since relapsed into Pi^anism. ' This 
was easily accomplished with a people indifferent 
about religious matters^ especially as a Imen 
shirt and a silver cross were given to every 
Ossetian who underwent baptism. The pious 
zeal of the new converts was greatly excited by 
these means, and there was no end to the 
number of neophytes who aspired to the right 
of baptism, till at length it came to pass, that 
one immersion was not reckoned sufficient, and 
that many Ossetians, in ord^ to become genuine 
Christians, and at the same time to become the 
owners of a respectable amount of linen, received 
the holy sacrament &ve or. six times following. 
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I myself, saw no trace of Christmnity among the 
OssetiaoSy save that they gave their children 
Christiaa names, and can make the sign of the 
cross. 

The Russian government has, for some time, 
installed priests of the Russo-Greek church in 
Ossetia. According to the notion of these 
priests, it constitutes a deadly sin to eat meat, 
or any animal produce, such as milk, eggs, &c., 
during their long fasts : and they have begun to 
preach fasting to their new flocks. But the 
Ossetian men were scandalized at this, God/' 
said they, is very sparing of com to us on our 
mountaius, and has left us entirely to be sup- 
ported by our herds and flocks. We shall die 
of hunger, if we abstain for forty days, from the 
enjoyment of that which God has given us to 
support life. But if it be really God's will, that 
we should fasti he will keep us in health and 
strength, without any food ; and in order to see 
if this be really the case, we will make the 
experiment on you priests." A tribe near 
Vladikaukas, made the first experiment of 
shutting up their parson. No bread was given 
to him, but a glorious piece of roast beef, baked 
iu butter and grease, was laid before him on the 
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table. The unhappy curator of souls was a good 
deal distessedy but he managed to hold out the 
first day. On the second day, however, the good 
Pope was oyeroome by the assaults of the flesh, 
and attacked the joint of beef as bravely as if it 
had been the eve of the carnival. Hereupon the 
Ossetian chiefs joined him, laughing heartily. 

You see now" they said, " that it is the 
will of God we should enjoy, at all seasons, 
the gifts He has presented to vis" And at 
these words, they sat down beside the shepherd 
of their souk, and helped him to d^xitoh 
the roast beef be had attacked. The strict 
accuracy of this occurence has been guaranteed 
to me cm the best authority. 

A new church has been built at Kobi ; and 
I was very curious to see what would be the 
behaviour of the Ossetians during Divine service. 
I did not, therefore^ delay to go Aere on the 
first Sunday of my stay, entering the church 
punctually as the beDs began to ring. But the 
church was as yet very empty» and the Pope, in 
splendid vestments^ with his aittendants, was at 
the door. The bells rang a second and a 
third time ; but none cf the Ossetiaiis entered 
the churchy though numbers of them were 
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walking up aod down before the booths of KobL 
At length, the Pope b^an the mass ; and the 
whole devout assembly consisted of a Russian 
poBt*boy, who, it must be admitted, kissed the 
pictiu-es of the saints with great unction. If 
the Russian govemmeDt had permitted other 
Ciiristian confessions to hold intercourse with 
the mountaineers of the Caucasus, posably 
Christianity nught have been something better 
amongst these men, than sounding brass and 
a tinkling cymbal." 

Capuchins of the Romish propaganda have 
settled in Georgia and Imeritia; but they 
have been strictly forbidden to make pros^ 
lytes, even among the Mahometans and 
heathen. Some Prostestant missionaries who 
were sent out from Bale, men of cultivated 
minds and the noblest impulses, were driven 
out of the country by Baron Rosen, in a manner 
whidi attaches an eternal disgrace to the name 

of this former Governor- General. I am ac- 
quainted with young Catholic Imeritians, who 
ardently wish to be educated as missionaries in 
the school of the Propaganda at Rome; but 
the permission of going to the capital of 
Catholic Christendom is always withheU from 
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them. No Jew, heathen, or Mohammedan, can 
become a Christian in Russia, if he do not 
determine to enter the Russo-Greek Church. 
In southern Russia, it has happened more than 
once, that Jews of education have been moved 
by the sublime and solemn sa*vice of the 
Catholic Church, or by the simple worship of 
Fh>testantism, often equally efficacious in rousing 
and touching the heart, whilst the comfortless 
formalities of the Greek ceremonies, and the 
uncultivated character of the Russian priests 
deterred them. But they were not suffered to 
become either Catholics or Protestants ; and as 
they would not accept the Russo-Greek faith, 
they were forced to remain Jews. 

Christianity, such as it has been taught to 
the Ossetians, has uot contributed, in the least, 
in refining the manners of this people. The 
Ossetians are still, as formerly, regarded as the 
one of the tribes in the Caucasus that is most ad- 
dicted to murder, without possessing the heroic 
valour of the Circassians and Tschetschensians. 
Blood feuds still prevail amongst them in all 
their force, and revenge in general, which is con- 
stantly attacked in Christianity by the beautiful 
and merciful principle of love, is especially pre- 



Digitized by 



AMD THE CAUCASUS. 



267 



dominaDt amongst them. It happened, during 
my stay in the country, that eight sheep be- 
longing to an Ossetian, were secretly butchered* 
during the night. It is possible that the 
proprietor of the sheep had iniiicted some 
injury on the horse of the man who had cut 
their throats; and this is the way in which 
redress is sought in the Caucasus. But a reaUy 
dreadful circumstance occurred a few years ago 
in Ossetia. Two tribes had been excited to the 
most furious rage and a deadly feud, by a murder ; 
and many of their members lost their lires, 
partly in a fair fight, partly by foul means. But 
as both dans were numerous and powerfiil, no 
end could be seen to this feud, till both were 
utterly exterminated. A compromise was ef- ' 
fected, and their dead were, counted on both 
sides. One of the tribes, which had suffered 
greater losses than the other, received as a com- 
pensation a number of children from the rival 
tribe, who were barbarously butchered, whereupon 
peace was concluded. I often after made enquiries 
to ascertain if the Russian priestliood had done 
nothing to counteract this fearful custom, on 
Cliristian grounds ; but I was told in reply 
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that the priests did not meddle with this practice 
which is certaioly disgraceiul, but of loDg 
standing, and that, notwithstanding the unlucky 
adventure of the roast-beef, they persist in 
preaching a strict observance of fiasting to Aeir 
Ossetian flocks. 

A journey from Kobi to Oni is, at the 
present time, almost unattended with danger, 
and the trayeller may venture even as far as 
the district of the Suani, who are but little 
known, and who dwell in the western part of 
the higher Alps, in the neighbourhood of the 
most magnificent glaciers, without risk of losing 
his life, if he place iiimself under the protection 
of a Suanian, which he can easily obtain by a 
donation. In every expedition, however, great 
caution is required. A couple of stout guides, 
and good weapons, protect you sufficiently 
against a single robber, and there is little 
danger of being attacked by a larger number. 
I would not, however, recommend any one to 
travel alone here. 

Being made quite secure, through the good 

reception I encouatexed in a village, I was in- 
duced to do a very unwise thing. Both my 
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servants, the Hungarian and the Cossack, had 
remained ill at Kobi» and I made a long ex- 
cursion amongst the mountains alone, with no 
weapon but my kinschal. Whilst I stood on a 
beautiful tract of mountain table-land, absorbed 
in the contemplation of the Kasbek» to the 
eastward of Kobi, which, with its everlasting 
masses of snow, presented a surpassingly mag- 
nificent appearance, two Ossetians drew near 
me, and addressed me in broken Eussian, in^ 
viting me to follow them to their aoul. I was 
very thirsty, and the prospect of a bowl of fresh 
milki overcame the impression which had been 
created by the unprepossessing physiognomies 
of these two individuals. Having arrived in 
the village, I was, as usual, surrounded by many 
curious persons, whose importunities soon as- 
sumed a threatening character, A hundred 
thievish eyes flashed upon me from undor their 
rakish caps, surveying me, and all I had about 
me, with undisguised covetousness. They 
asked me if I were alone, and they talked toge- 
ther, in such a tone and manner as augured 
me no good. As they did not see anything 
very tempting about me, they wanted to have my 
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entomological needles, on which I stuck ray 
butterflies and beetles, and these I distributed 
amongst them without hesitation. Half-a-dozen 
hands then attempted to handle my kinschal, 
but I drew it out quickly, and said in Russian ; 
*'My friends, I am very sorry not to have 
known that I should have been with you to-day. 
I have all kinds of pretty things at home, 
which I brought with me from Tidis. To- 
morrow, I will bring them to you here, in 
gratitude for your friendly reception.*' 

These necessary lies did not M in their 
effect; they let me drink the milk in peace, 
and asked me what presents I had in Kobi for 
them. I promised them tobacco and powder, 
which, after gold, is most esteemed by the 
Ossetiaiis. This good prospect occasioned 
great joy. I, however, made haste to take my 
leave, and get away as fast as I could from 
this mountun nest, firmly resolved never to 
return to it again, or ever to visit another aoul 
without an escort. If any of the Ossetian 
shepherds beckoned to me from a distance on 
the grassy slopes of the mountain, I always 
hastened to climb, up or down, in another 
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direction; and as the Ossetians do not xise 
their legs williDgly without a motiTe» I was 
quite sure they would not follow me. 
The Ossetians belong to the great Indo- 

Ger manic race — at least, all the learned, who 
have studied their language most attentively^ 
agree in this opinion. Dubois and Sjogren 
appear to have accomplished the most in this 
respect, although their researches are, as yet, 
very defective. The dress of this people is in 
no respect different from that of the Circassians. 

Like thern^ they have the slender form and 
light, magnificent carriage ; but in beauty, and 
energetic expression of countenance, they are 
generally inferior to the Circassians, as well as 
the rest of the Caucasians, with the exception, 
perhaps, of the Lesghians, amongst whom, 
there are a great number of ugly indi- 
viduals. Their skin is less dark than that of 
the Tschetschensians, their hair and beards 
not so black as those of the Circassians. One 
of the earlier travellers in the Caucasus, if 1 am 
not mistaken, Klaproth, says, the Ossetians are 
' aU fair ; no individuals with black hair are to be 
seen amongst them. This is essentially false. 
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Most of the Ossetians have dark, if not coal 
blade hair. There are many indmduals who 
have brown and red hair; but there are few 
genuine blondes. I once related to an Ossetian 
in Tiflis, that, amongst the learned in Germany, 
it is a common opinion, that we Omnans are 
of the same stock as the Ossetians, and that 
our forefiM;hers formerly dwelt in the Caucasian 
mountains. The Ossetian, who was a very 
handsome man, with the Circassian aquiHne 
protile, laughed outright at this; and an edu- 
cated Russian, who was standing near, agreed 
with him. 

A Wurtemberg peasant, of the colony of 

Marienfield, was just then passing by. The 
plump figure of this German, his broad coun- 
tenance, with its heavy expression, and his 
slouching gait, contrasted certainly, in a striking 

manner, with the glorious hgure of the Cau- 
casian. How is it possible," said the Russian, 
" that there can be such fools amongst you, as to 
believe that people of such different types, could 
possibly proceed from the same stock ? No, the 
ancestors of these two men, have no more come 
from the same nest, than hawks and turkey- 
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cocks. Look you, this Ossetiau and that German 
carry on th^ same business. They plough the 
fiekl and tend the cattle. Let them send their 
peasants to the high mountains, and dress them 
all in the Caucasian coat, yet you would never 
make an Ossetian, or Circassian out of them. 
£ven a thousand years hence, it will be easy to 
distinguish the posterity of both, a mile off.*' 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Kussiau maj iu the Gaa(»siu. • < 

Thb strength of the Russian army in the 

Caucasus is continually vaiying accordiiig tu the 
mortaUty, and the accession of rrinforcements. 

la 1843, it aoiounted to more than 117,000 

men, of whom 75,000 to 80,000 belonged to 

the force in Cis-Caucasia, who are scattered in 
garrisons in the forts along the Black Sea, and 
in the kreposts along the Kouban, the Terek, 
the Sundscha and the Koissu. 

Whoever takes the trouble to cast a glance 
over the map, and see the immensdy extended 
line of the Russian operations, will not be sur- 
prized at the effective force of 80,000 men in 
Cib-Caucasia, hecause this army has not only to 

guard the east coast of the Black Sea, in a chain 
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of forts, intended to cut off all oommunication 

between the Circassians and Turkey, but also to 
protect the extensive Cossack settlements on 
the Kouban and the Terek, embracing a length 
of 1200 versts, and to watch the two gr^at 
arteries of communication with TVans-Cancasia. 
Besides all this, it must furnish the necessary 
troops for the expeditionary columns of the 
Russians against the interior of the hostile 
territory. The occurrences in Daghestan, in the 
years 1 842-43, have proved, that up to that date, 
the force had been even insufficient, and pressing 
requests were made for reinforcements, especially 
as the destructive fevers were unusually fatal in 
those years. ^ In years when the intermittent 
fevers were most fatal, there commonly died 
one*sixth of the whole Caucasian array. The 
mortality was especially great in the fortresses 
along the Black Sea ; and experience has proved 
that the intermediate countries between the hills 
and the sea, where the blocking up of rivers 
creates great marshes, are not the most un- 
healthy, but that it is the sea air that gives a 
predisposition to fever, in countries • near the 
coast, and exposed to it. In proportion as the 
Russ»ns build kreposte, to encircle the moun- 

T 2 
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taiQS, the^ weaken their liue of operations, aud 
they require a greater accession of strength. 
The Russians have committed the same fault in 
Circassioy as the French in Algeria in former years, 
when they attempted to strengthen their position 
by numeroos fortified Tillages, intrenched camps, 

block-houses, &c., till Abd-el-Kader ^showed the 
futility of the plan, by breaking into the Mitidja 
plain in 1839, (November). Bugeaud super- 
seded this system by coUmnes mobiles, and 
obtained great successes. In the Caucasus, 
the former enterprize of Chasi-Mullah against 
Kislar, the attack of Mosdok by theTschetschen- 
sians, and the success of Schamyl in Avaria, 
have proved the impossibSity of checking the 
incursions of an uncommonly swift enemy ; and 
ihm is reason to anticipate that orders will 
emanate from St. Petersburg, to change a system 
that has been hitherto so unprofitable. If the 
intelligence I received in southern Russia were 
correct, concerning the movements of troops in 
the Caucasus, the efficient force of the Russians 
in Caucana, including 20,000 fi^h troops, will 
amount to 100,000 men. The 37>000 men 
in the Trans-Caucasian provinces, axe much 
scattered, and serve chiefiy to guard the extensive 
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frontier lines oa tlie side of Perbiii and Turkey, 
ID order to protect the Russian territory from 
the inroads of the plague, and of smugglers. 
The frontier guards consist chiefly of Don 
Cossacks ; but they do not prevent the entrance 
of the Oriental contagion, or of English con- 
traband goods. The plague is continually 
imported from Bajesid into the Tartar villages 
of the province of Erivan; and smuggling, 
though on a small scale, is actively carried on, 
especially with Persia. 

At Vladikaukas, the great stronghold of the 
Russians in the Caacasus, I was present, for the 
first time, at a review of Russian troops. I 
had previously observed among the Tchemo- 
morski Cossacks a resemblance to the Magyars, 
and, in the Line Cossacks, a greater mixture of 
types; and now, amongst the infantry, I re- 
marked an almost universal prevalence of the 
Sclavonic type. All the soldiers were powerfully 
built men, with broad feces, broad shonldm, and 
respectable mustachios ; and they performed their 
evolutions with incredible accuracy. Notwith«> 
standing the very unbecoming grey great-coats, 
there is no mistaking the uncommonly powerfiil 
frame of the Sclavonians. The Russian regi- 
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meats seem almost exdusively composed of 
grenadiers with broad slioulders and large 
bones; and I am not surprised that such men 
have always been formidable opponents in a 
charge of bayonets. S^gur relates that, on the - 
field of Borodino, you could always distinguish 
a Russian from a French or German body, by 
its' greater massiveness.. Such a large and 
solid make, with such considerable muscular 
developiiient, gives the Russians in rank and 
fUe, a great advantage over troops that are not 
so powerfully built. To this must be added an 
iron discipline^ which the Russian army possesses 
in a higher degree than any other in Europe, 
4he habit of obedience and of endurance till 
death, and that bull-dog stubbornness peculiar 
to the Sdavonians, who never let go when they 
have once seized hold. Frederic the Great 
used to say : " The Russians can be killed, but 
they cannot be worsted and his dashing 
hussar, Seidlitz, who scattered the perfumed and 
powuered French at Rossbach like chaff, had 
to sweat blood with his bearded troopers, at 
Zorndorf, before the day declared against the 
Russians. Napoleon's victorious guard ez* 
perienced the same resistance at Eylau. 
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• The grenadier stature of Russian soldiers, 
and their property of standiDg like a wall in a 
shower of bullets, are very valuable qualities in 
regular pitched battles, and an open country, 
but they are not of much service in the 
Caucasus, where the stout Russian dimbs up 
the steeps, puffing, sweeting, and with end- 
less labour, whilst the slender, active Tschet- 
schensian runs up them in half the time. 
The tribes of the Caucasus know the strength 
of the Russians in rank and file, when shoulder 
to shoulder, in serried array, they present a 
stem fence of bayonets to the assailant The 
charges of the Circassian cavalry fall powerless 
on these stedy diffs. But the Tsdietschensians 
know from experience the weak side of the 
Russian army. They avoid as far as possible to 
engage with a dose column ; but they dart down 
on the Russian skirmishers with the greatest 
confidence, and then every mountaineer singles 
out his foe. The lusty, broad-shouldered 
Russian, with heavy knapsack, and a dress that 
hinders his movements, is threatened by an 
active enemy, who drdes round him like a bird 
of prey, searching for the vulnerable point of 
his muscular but uuwieldly foe with his schasbka, 
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* and wearying him with his eyolttticms. It is 
like the battle of the royal eagle with the buck, 
who shows his strong horns to his foe, but can 
only defend himself, and is unable to attack his 
antagonist^ or to follow him in the air» and ends 
by falling a prey to his claws. A Russian 
officer once said to me : One would have 
supposed that the Russian soldier, with his 
longer weapon, the bayonet, would have the 
advantage in single combat over the Tschet* 
sdiensian, who only carries a sword and 
kinschal to cut and thrust with. But this is 
&r from the case. Amongst those that &11 in 
these duels, the Russians bear the proportion of 
one«third more than the Circassians* It is also 
a remarkable fact, that the Russian soldier, who 
meets death with such wonderful courage in 
serried array, and shows so much bravery in 
battle with the regular armies of Europe, with 
the Persians and Turks, often behaves with 
pusillanimity in the Caucasus, and runs away 

from the outposts and kreposts, notwithstanding 

the severe punishment to whidi he exposes 

himself. I myself," continued this officer, 
ran the greatest risk in the murderous en* 

gagements at Itschkeri (July, 1842), because I 
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ran to help a tirailleur^ who was fighting with a 

Tschetschensian, when the soldier took to his 
heds, and left me to fight it out alone with the 
mountaineer/* 

Other disadvantages are added to that ex- 
perienced by the Russian, from his strong, 
unwieldly body, in conflict with another, perhaps 
physically weaker, but more dexterous and 
supple in mountain warfare. The seroe dis- 
cipline, and the bodily chastisements cuavert the 
Russian soldier into a yeiy ductile member of 
an army corps, which has its advantages iu 
fighting in masses* But in fighting roan to 

man, and dispersed, the combatant who is 
only brave firom obedience, is not on an equal 
footing with him who is impelled to battle by 
enthusiasm and hatred of the foe. During my 
nomadic life in the Trans-Caucasian mountains, 
when I slept in the woods some nights> my 
gallant young Hungarian servant was amused 
and astonishedj at the timidity and cowardice 
of our Cossacks. And yet, the same men who 
behaved so pusillanimously at the distant possi- 
bility of an attack of robbers* would have died 
without flinching in the midst of their squadron. 
We shall more easily comprehend the successful 
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resistance of the Caucasian mountaineers, if we 
consider the advantage they possess in their 
very abstemious habits, when, like the Circassians 
and TschetschensianSy they can live for weeks 
on a little flour and spring water, with wild 
fruits^ whilst the men of the Norths with higd 
stomadis, are used to substantial fare. The 
difficulty of the war is greatly increased to the 
Russians, by the want of provisions, and by the 
cbstades that oppose the passage of a large 
convoy in the mountains. In such inhospitable 
regions as the Caucasian isthmus, those remain 
commonly mastm of the field, who can stand 
out against hunger the longest. 

Marshal Marmoht gives in his Travels, a 
con parative^table of the expenses of maintaining 
soldiers in each of llie five principal European 
kingdoms. According to his statement, an 
Austrian infantry soldier, costs 212 francs: 
a Prussian, 240 ; a Frenchman, ^40 : an 
English foot sddi^, 588: and a Russian, 
, only 120 francs* If this estimate is correct, 
which cannot be doubted, as the author was 
well informed, and had such good sources of 
information ; a regiment costs^ less to support 

• iiu^aiau regimeatA have four battalioiis. 
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in Russia, than a battalion in England, and 
the Russian soldier, who on account of his 
northern constitution, has a larger stomach 
than all the others, is forced to put up with the 
worst fare of all. We have here to remark, that 
of the 120 fi^ forming fab paj. inaiiy sflver 
pieces may wander into tiie pockets of others, 
before the money finds its way to the barracks, 
in the bhape of rations, clothing, aud pay. A 
Russian sub-officer, whom I questioned on the 
subject, endeavoured to show me, by a very 
detailed analysis, that the private, induding his 
clothing, ration, and pay, hardly receives one- 
third of that amount. In hard cash, the Russian 
soldier in the Caucasus, receives yearly, nine 
roubles, hence about two pfennigs per day, out 
of which he has to buy his cap, his cravat, soap, 
blackmg, pipe-day, and saltior ius soup, 

''Our soldiers are forced to steal m iktle," 
added the sub-officer, This paltry sum 
scarcdy suffices for soap and Uaddng. If the 
soldier's linen is not always white, and his 
boots are not always wdl polished, he recdves a 
thrashing with a rod." 

Every Russian soldier in the Caucasus, 
recdves for his daily food, three pounds of 
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bread, of the colour of coal, a watery soup, to 
which three pounds of bacon are added, for 
250 meD, a ration of brandy, and once a week 
a piece of meat. The same sub-officer, a 
German, serving in Daghestan added: ''God 
lends strength to our men, by a miracle, for 
it would be impossible for them to support all 
the hardships of this war, with such bad fare, 
unless they were thus assisted/' 

But these observations only apply to the 
Eastern Caucasus ; the garrisons on the Black 
Sea, who receive their supply from transports, 
and are more frequently inspected by the 
superior generals, are provided like the Russian 
Marines, with good and nourishing food. It 
is well known, and written down in most works 
of traveb, that the functionaries in Russia* 
especially those of the middle or lower rank, are 
apt to make singular mistakes, rdating to 
money matters, and are continually confounding 
the meum and teum. During my residence 
of a year and a half, on the Russian soil, 
scarcely a day passed without my hearing 
complabts on this subject, from men of the 
most various professions, and I heard so many 
stories related about it, that I was at length 
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quite bored with them. I naturally avoided all 
commeDts on the subject, and I commonly 
satisfied myself with remarking, when my 
opinion was asked, that every country has its 
peculiar customs and usages. It is certain that 
Shakespeare would not have said in Russia: 
* Conscience makes cowards of us all.' The fol- 
lowing saying of Hadji Baba is applicable to the 
army of functionaries, especially to those who 
have to carry on law suits. 

You need only ahow the bdoTed goU, 
jbkd eyery hesd will indine. 
The iron beam does not resist 

The scale, thai iialk the greater weight. 

I heard many victims exclaim : ah 1 if the 
Emperor knew this!'' They have not yet 
lost all hope, that matters will still improve ; 
they have a great confidence in the stem 
justice of the Emperor Nicholas, and they only 
lament the great distance from St Petersburg^ 
which generally prevents the voice of the 
oppressed from reaching it. The short visit 

of the Emperor is still in the lively recollection 
fjS every one ; especially of the soldiers. On this 
occasion, the Czar stood forth one day in aU his 
majestyi as criminal judge of injustice ; General 
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Prince Dadian was accused by an unknown 
pmon, to the Emperor, of haYing employed 
offensive expressions to his soldiers. At a 
review at Tiflis, the Emperor^ in public, before 
the eyes of the soldiers and people, tore off 
the golden aiguillettes from the general who 
wore them as the distinguishing siga uf his 
being a staff officer. 

The general was condemned to be degraded, 
and was obliged to wear the grey coat of the 
Russian privates, and to carry a musket for 
many years. This excited the greatest sen- 
sation in the army, and the more, because 
Prince Dadian was son-in-law of Baron Rosen, 
at thai ^e commander-in-chief of the Cau- 
casian army. The joy of the soldiers would 
have been tindonbtedly increased if such 
examples of severity had been multiplied, 
because this was the only way of making 
them prohtable. It was the tacit, though not 
publicly expressed opinion of most officers, 
that poor Prince Dadian was greatly to be 
pitied, as he had not done more or less than 
many other superior officers, who had not 
been held responsible for their offences. U 
faut prohter d'lme bonne place,'' is the favourite 
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saying of most. Such a imiverBal sympathy 

for a man, whom a just ruler had righteously 
punished, gives a measure for a correct esti«> 
mate of the standard of morals prevailing in the 
Caucasus among the Russians. I grant that 
the more honest functionaries, and especially 
the body of the people express many wishes 
that this deeply sealed, and incredible corruption 
of the employes should be diminished, if it 
cannot be eradicated, (which now appears 
impossible)* It is not improbable that the 
soldiers who were placed under the orders of 
Prince Dadian will be rather pained than 
pleased at his chastisement For it is sddom 
that revenge spares those who complam against 
their superiors in the Russian army, and this 
explains the rarity of complaints. Many men 
deserving of credit, related to me numerous 
examples of the small advantage derived from 
complaints, even when they were admitted as 
well-founded. 

I shall cite one of these. A major at Sevas- 
topol was enamoured with the young wife of 
a sergeant, and as she would not consent to 
listen to his proposals, the major took every 
opportunity of iU-treating the man and his wife. 
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One day, he accused the sergeaot of neglecting 
the proper supenrision of his company, another 
day he charged the woman with not having 
washed her husband's shirt dean enough ; in 
short, the unhappy couple had to endure stripes 
without number. The sergeant, who preferred 
to endure blows rather than wear horns, ran off, 
at length, to Simpheropol where the command- 
ing general then resided. His complaints were 
listened to, and were admitted as well founded, 
by a commission appointed to examine the case. 
The major was removed, and the sergeant 
received from his successor, as a compensation, 
five hundred blows, ostensibly because he had 
left the garrison at Sevastopol without leave, 

A correspondent of the A%emeuie Zeitong,'' 
who has imparted much edif)iug intelligence 
from Russia, writing from the Polish firontier, 
April 28, 1843, says, " It is confirmed, that the 
soldiers of the Russian army, henceforth, must 
not be punished previous to the decision of a 
Court of Inquiry* Consequently, wilful beating 
inflicted at the option of the officer will hence- 
forth cease/' 

Nubody knew anything about such a restric- 
tion in the Caucasian army, nor has there been 
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any talk of the diminution in thrashing. It is 
true, that a mitigation of capridoiis chastisemeDts 
has often been commanded, but as a Russian 
officer once observed, ^ It is difficult to cairy 
out such orders, and people do not readily give 
up old customs." 

It is also true, that the exact number of blows 
IS prescribed in all cases for all officers; a lieu* 
tenant must not admiuister above one hundred 
and fifty, a colonel not more than five hundred. 
There are often, however, slight errors in calcu- 
lation. Cedo alteram ! A major assured me, 
that he had given one thousand blows with 
switches to a soldier of his company, who had 
many times stolen, and after that, the fellow 
did not steal any more. (This is very probable, 
as he must certainly have been lamed for life !) 
Still, there are some conscientious officm, who 
are punctilious in not exceeding their powers. I 
found the statements that I had heard abroad, 
respecting the punishments in the Russian army, 
more exaggerated as regards quantity, but many 
ftdse notions are entertained respecting the 
quality of the blows. People often taii£ abroad, 
of the knout as the common instrument of 
punishment in the Russian army* This is 

VOL. I. U 
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entirely false. Soldiers and civilians without 

distixictioii, are only knouted when they are 
condemned to be transported to Siberia. Who- 
soever is banished to that icy region, if he bt) not 
a noble and holds no rank, recetves before his 
departure a number of stripes with the knout, 
never exceeding twen1y-five» as a token of re- 
membrance. It is only great criminals that 
receive more than twenty-five stripes; bat 
death often precedes the twentieth blow. This 
fearful instrument of torture is a whip,- with a 
broad, heavy, double-edged leathern lash, seven 
foot long. The executioner is a pardoned 
criminal, who is always kept shut up. The 
candidate for this office is chosen from the 
most powerful individuals, and the man 5s bound 
by tearful oaths, not to mitigate the chastise- 
ment of any one, even his own father. 

The impression produced by this heavy 
leathern lash on the naked back is frightful, 
and at the application of the first stroke, the 
victim breaks forth into such a dreadful scream, 
that it can only be compared to those emitted 
by men on the rack and the wheel, when they 
were still in use among us. At the tenth or 
twdfth blow, the scream generally ceases, and 
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then you commonly only hear the groans of the 

inseusibie victim, rising from his couch of 
agony. So often as 1 hear of an execution/' 
said a German to me at Tiflis, " I nm out of 
the town into the mountains, in order not to 
hear the screams that ring through the whole 
town. £rei7thii>giBan.ffi>irofhabit. I have 
not yet been long enough in the country, and a 
German easily turns sick at such an exhibition 
—strong Russian nerves are wanted to bear it," 
I have often witnessed in Alsace, and in the 
south of France, the compassiuaate expression 
of the crowd, who saw a criminal condemned to 

drag the cannon ball. A shower of silver iiud 
copper descended on all hands, the women were 
especially compassionate, and even the gendarme 
escort bent down many times to pick up the 
money, and hand it to the chained prisoner. I 
have never witnessed such scenes in Russia. 
The people surround the prisoner with cold, un- 
feeling curiosity, listen to the groans of the 
victim, and remain mute. 

Condemnation to Siberia, and the knout^ 
are rare in the army. This punishment is 
commonly reserved for the greater criminals; 
e. jjr., naurderers, conspirators, or mutineers. 

u 2 
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Thieves arc commonly punished with five hun- 
dred blows with a rod ; and deserters have to 
run the gauntlet through three thousand men. 
The latter punishment^ if carried out to the 
letter, would, in most cases, occasion death ; 
but there are commonly some more humane 
officers, who come to an understanding to miti* 
gate the punishment, and order their companies 
secretly, to strike gently, especially when the 
delinquent is ready to drop. It is true, that 
a long time may elapse before he drops, for 
the victim's hands are held by two non-com- 
missioned officers, who, at the same time, 
thrust the butt-end of their guns into his ribs ; 
whilst, immediately in front of him, soldiers 
walk with their bayonets pointed to his breast, 
to prevent him from moving too fast. As bis 
cries might easily awaken the pity of the 
soldiers, who would then strike too sofdy, a 
drum is beaten during the execution ; so that 
you can only judge by the contortions of bis 
face, of the su&erings of the victim, in ad- 
vancing along his Uoody path. Should the 
condemned at length sink, notwithstanding the 
support of the butt-ends of the guns, a sui^geon 
comes up, to examine if he can really stand 
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it no loDger, or if his fidoting is shammed. 

The opiDioa of the doctor decides if he shall 
really continue his walk, or if he must be led 
to the hospital ; and when his back is healed, he 
has to receive the rest of his blows. For they 
always lay great stress, in Russia, on the full 
amount being applied. 

It might be supposed that, with such a 
punishment before them, few would be tempted 
to desert. Yet, desertion is frequent in the 
Caucasian army, and would be much m«»re 
frequent, if the Russian deserters met with a 
better reception at the hands of the Circassian 
and Tchetschensian mountaineers. When we 
consider the mode of recruiting in vogue in the 
Russian army, we cannot be much surprised 
at the severity of the discipline, and of the 
punishments employed in it; and we shall 
easily perceive why uo conscripts willingly follow 
the Russian flag. More than two-thirds of 
the conscripts are supplied by the serfs of the 
nobles ; and as it is left to the latter to appoint 
those of their slaves for the army, whom they 
choose, it is natural that they should first get 
rid of the most lazy and unmannerly of their 
vassals, and those who pay the least yearly 
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obrok (yearly tribute of the serfr). Many 

Russians, who are not serfs, are condemned to 
be soldiers for their crimes. Thus, if a cabman 
at St. Petersburgh, drive over a man tliruugh 
carelessness, he is made a soldier. A gipsy 
taken up as a vagrant, a Jew kidnapped as 
a smuggler, a, Tartar detected in stealing, an 
employe who has plundered, the public fund 
entnisted to him, an Armenian merchant who 
has been discovered cheating ; all these worthy 
people are dothed in the soldier's grqr ooat. 
The same crime that, in France, would prevent 
a man from bearing arms, and lead to a military 
functionary being cashiered, occasions a man's 
bemg condemned to serve in the army in 
Russia. It might be inferred from this, that 
punishments are less severe in Russia than in 
France, because in cases where, in the latter 
country, a man is dressed in the red costume 
of the Toulon galley slaves, they only clothe 
them in the honourable uniform of the army 
in Russia. But twenty-five years* service in 
this uniform, under Muscovite discipline, are 
no hifle ; and I can understand the cry of 
grief uttered by an Armenian mother, at 
Erivany who, hearing that her aon was ooik 
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demned to be a soldier, exdaimed, that she 
would rather follow him a corpse to the grave/' 
It can be easily conceived, that an army thus 
recmited, cannot dispense with blows, and that 
the honourable treatment is impossible in Rus- 
sia which is observed, for instance, in the 
Prussian army, in which young men of all 
conditions are called upon to serve, and where 
the coarser spirits are kept in check by those 
more refined. 

Though most competent judges, who are 
wdl aoqiiainted with the subject, are agreed 
on the necessity of corporal punishment in the 
Rusrian army, there is a great difference of 
opiiiion relating to its extension to the soldiers' 
wives. A great part of the Rusuan soldiers, 
especially in the Caucasus, are married. The 
women are exposed to the same punishment 
as their husbands, if they violate the regula- 
tions ; e, g.t if they do not keep their houses 
dean enough. The younger and prettier 
soldiers' wives endeavour to avoid the indictioa 
by showing favours to the officers, in which 
they are by no means sparing. At the same 
time, pruifishness would genertdly be dangerous. 
Hence, there are very tew examples ia the 
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Caucasian camps, of a similar faithfulness to 
that shown by the Serjeant's wife at SebastopoL 
The husbands readily connive at their own dis- 
honour, for they hnd good intercessors in their 
young wives, who sludd them commonly from 
blows. 

Though the t} pe of the Sdavonic face has 
generally a great resemblance everywhere, yet 
an experienced eye will readily detect the Idttle 
Russian from the Great Russian, in the ranks 
of the regiments; in like manner the Pole» 
and especially the Jew, can be easily distin- 
guished among the other grey-coats. The 
number of Jewish soldiers in the Russian army 
increase ev^y year, though many go over to 
the Greek Church, in the hope of thereby im- 
proving their ht The drawing of recruits is 
enforced with the greatest severity among the 
Polish Jews, and in Southern Russia. The 
poor devils endure much suffering, from the 
sneers and jokes of their comrades, but they 
bear these, and other hardships, with exemplary 
patience. The Poles are more unbending, and 

desert to the mountLiins in great numbers, 
though they are forced to work hard as servants 
among the Circassians, or are sold as slaves in 
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Turkey. Though many of these Polish deserters 
have endared terrible hardships in their ad- 
ventures, yet they will frequently repeat them. 
I once met io Turkey, among the wild tribe of 
the Lasians^ a Pole, who told me that he had 
been twice seized as a deserter, had been forced 
to run the gauntlet twice, had received ia all 
six thousand blows, and had yet ran away for 
the third time. His physical powers, however, 
had been permanently broken by this ill-treat- 
ment. Nevertheless, the Poles are lauded, 
even by the Russian officers, as good and 
intelligent soldiers, and a great proportion of 
the non-commissioned officers consist of them. 

Many of those PoUsh nobles who, after the 
last revolution, were sent as common soldiers 
to the Caucasus, have risen to the rank of 
officers, after five or six years service in the 
ranks, through their exemplary conduct and 
tried bravery. These Polish officers of the 
Caucasian army, are distinguished for a more 
humane treatment of their subordinates, and 
for a peculiar amiability, which is inherent io, 
or is affected by, the Poles generaUy. The 
manners and character of the Poles appear 
especially adapted to make conquests in the 
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female hearty a fact established by experience 
in Russia, as wdU as in Germany and France. 
Most of the Polish officers and soldiers with 
whom I became acquainted in the Russian 
army, were serious, silent and melancholy men. 
Suicides are frequent among them. Dubois 
relates the case of a Pole who threw himself 
from the finiress of Gagra, and was dashed to 
pieces on the rocks. His motive was disgust 
with the Russian service. In a town of Cir- 
cassian I saw a Pole of striking manly beauty, 
who, as I was informed, exenased a special 
charm on the female heart, but notwithstanding 
his 6oAne9 fortuneSf remained always sunk in 
a gloomy, brooding reverie. His melancholy 
eyes seemed to speak thes^timent of a German 
poet: 

This flonowing heart, fair maiden, is oppressed 
With wrongs so deep, it never can have rest 
Until my country's freedom, and her fame 
Are given back to Polaiyl's sons again. 

The Poke serving in the Caacasus, have re- 
tained the most lasting remembrance of their 
country and of the past» though dothed in 
Russian uniforms* 
What struck me espmsSly in the camps 
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and posts of the Russians in the Caucasus, was 
the sflence and mnt of all campaigning life 
and barrack fun. Order, silence and monotony 
prevailed within^ as well as outside the barracks 
and tents. I always felt saddened, till I be- 
came accustomed to this want of life. It is 
only in the Cossack stanitzas that you find a 
litde more animation and merriment These 
light troops constitute, in reality, a warlike 
people in themselves^ and, as regards thdr 
organization and spirit, differ so widely from 
the rest of the Russian army^ that I purpose 
to devote the following chapter to this subject. 
I could not avoid noticing the striking coor 
trast between the jollity of the French bivouacs 
in Algeria, and the dismal Russian posts in 
the Caucasus, where you meet no trace of 
the mirthy the music 

story- telling and frolic, that diversify the mo- 
notony of campaigmng in North Africa. In 
the Caucasus, there is a total absence of the 
witty devices, the inventive, happy and ingenious 
spirit, and the thousand improvised entertain- 
ments of the intelligent French soldiery. At 
the same time, I grant that a civilian is not 
exposed to the banterings and frolic of the 
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French camp. Even vodka seldom makes the 
Russian soldier merry, and when reeling and 
staggering, he never forgets to respect his 
superiors. I have often seen drunken Russians 
at Jalta, staggering about with their fellows, 
snatch at their caps, when they met a man 
whose good clothing betrayed a Tschin. 

Nevertheless, there are seasons when every- 
thing changes, in the most unaccountable man- 
ner in the camps of the Caucasus, and when 
the oppressive silence is broken, as it were, by 
a miracle, by an outburst of music, singing, 
and dancing. Even at Jalta, I had he&a struck 
by seeing the Russian soldiers, engaged in 
repairing the harbour, return home to quarters 
every night, singing in chorus. Had it not 
been for the dismal countenances of the men, 
this might have been mistaken ior an expression 
of hilarity. But as I never saw these mus- 
tachios smile whilst singing, I inquired respect- 
ing the motives of this propensity to sing, 
recurring every evening, and I was told in 
reply, that thm was an order for the men to 
sing after their work was finished. I have 
more than once seen men shouting with all 
their might in chorus, who a couple of hours 
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before, had been groaning and blubberiog most 
lustily under a good thrashing. 

I shall never forget the impression produced 
on me by a great review that I witnessed at Vla- 
dikaukas. It was on the 27th May, 1843, when 
the whole garrison marched forth amidst all the 
poaip and circumstance of war from this hiipor- 
tant fortress situated in a splendid country, 
at the very foot of the Caucasus. The day 
was cloudy and cool« the earth was covered 
with snow, and the finest peaks of the Caucasus 
were veiled in mist. Every grey coat carried on 
his back, a linen sack which appeared to be 
well Med. Shoulder to shoulder these brawny 
muscular men stood firm as a wall, and their 
broad snub noses, and sun-burnt faces stared 
from behind the flashing hedge of bayonets 
with one uniform vacant expression. At the 
word of command, all the soldiers lay down at 
full length on the snow, and remained lying on 
their cold bed whilst the music played, and the 
inspecting General Baldinin, a kind-hearted and 
jovial man, rode round and through the ranks. 
Presently, at the word of command, twenty 
singers stood op, a leader began to chaunt, and 
the remainder fell in, in a noisy chorus ; one of 
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them played an accompauiment during the 
performance^ on a little fife that he drew from 

his pocket. 

The Russian spectators were highly edified at 

the sight of this snowy bivouac, and the 
Tchetschensians who were present looked on 
during this singular entertainment with great 
interest, though a haughty contempt was easily 
traceable on their faces, which bore a great 
likeness to birds of prey. The Russian spec^ 
tators respecttully pulled off their caps before 
the general, but the proud mountaineers raised 
not a hand in Siilutatioii. At length, the 
battalions arose from the snow at the word of 
their commander. After this, the singing 
choruses were formed on a large scale, some 
soldiers danced but remained in stiflF array, for 
all had been most rigidly pre-ordained. This 
compulsory hilarity diade no cheerful impression 
on me. But the faces of the men relaxed to 
an expression of real and genuine satisfaction 
when two great pitchy of brandy were brought ; 
a good glass of the comfortable liquor being 
handed to each soldier. The review terminated 
amidst hurrahs delivmd to order. The 
Russian military music is vexy fine. Drums 
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and trumpets rang loud through the mountains, 
a rattUng peal» like the voice of the God of war 
awakening the echoes of the Caucasus. Sky 
and mountains unveiled at the blast of battle^ 
and tfie mighty Caucasus stood forth from the 
doudSi wild and grim as if taking up the 
Russian challenge and answering the peal of 
their trumpets. 
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CHArXER XI. 

The CoflsaokB, 

The Tchernomorsid Cossacks who inhabit 
the right bank of the Kouban, from the wastes 
of the Black Sea and that of Azoff, to very 
near the country where the Laba empties itself 
into the Kouban, are the descendants of the 
notorious Zaporogi Cossacks^ to whom their 
present residence was assigned by a ukase of 
Empress Catharine on the 8th of Aprils 1783. 
At the time of their migration, they amounted 
to about 60,000 individuals. The plague 
which occurred in the year 1796, and the 
unhealthiness of the climate to which they were 
not yet accustomed, considerably diminished 
their number during the first period of their 
settlement To this must be added the mur- 
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derous conflict with the Circasuaos. Since that 
time, the population has increased very little, 
and bears no proportion to the extensive 
territory it occupies. Their territory, which is 
intersected with marshes, is rich in luxuriant 
pastures, and yeiy fitTouraUe to agriculture, but 
in other respects it is monotonous and dreary 
beyond description. The rough north storms 
from Siberia, opposed by no mountains, sweep 
over here during a great part of the year with 
frightful violence; the sudden and violent 
showers of rain in winter, and the over-flowing 
of the Kouban, increase the difficulties of 
intercourse between the Cossack stanitzas, 
wliilst in summer, when there is little rain, the 
sun bums up the grass of the steppes, dimi- 
nishes the pasture ground for the flocks, and 
changes wide tracks of country into a brown 
urid waste. 

In addition to the deplorable monotony of 

the country which wearies the eye, the inhos^ 
pitable nature of the dimate, and the fevers; 
the miiabitunts are exposed to all the miseries 
of war, and severe mihtary service, and to the 
danger of being killed by a bold enemy in 
VOL. I. X 
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sudden incursioQSy or at all ev^ts of bdng 

robbed of their property, wives, aad children. 

The Tchemomorski Cossacks set on foot 
ten regiments, each of which consists of oue 
thousand men. After three years' sendee, the 
men lay down theii' lauces on the domestic 
hearth, and seize again the scythe and the 
plough, and arc relieved by other Cossacks, till 
their turn comes once more for serving. All 
their officers are native Cossacks, their Hetman 
is General Sawadofski, commanding at Ekate* 
rinodar. 

The Tchemomorski are strong, well-condi* 
tioned men, with regular, handsome features, 
remarkably like Hungarian peasants. They 
wear no whiskers, like the Cossack race, but 
much handsomer moustachios, which being 
very long, extend beyond their chedcs on 
both sides, and are kept in good order. They 
only wear thdr uniforms at reviews, and on 
holidays ; otherwise, I saw most of the Tcher- 
nomorski on duty, dressed in coarse sheep-skin 
coats. The breeches were of coarse ticking, 
stuck into the boots, and the head covered 
with a Circassian cap. Their weapons consist 
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of a lance painted red, eight feet long, with a 
musket without a bayonet, whidi tbey ding 
across their back. 

I have heard many exaggerated descriptions 
of the beauty of the Gossack women. 1 have 
sometimes remarked amongst the Cossack girls, 
very lovely figures, but this is rare, and on the 
whole, we cannot hdp wondering here, as well 
as in other parts of Russia, to meet so few 
pretty women, amidst sudi a powerful and 
handsome race of men. It is much easier to 
explain this amongst the Cossacks, than in the 
large Russian cities, for instance, in St. Peters- 
burg. The young Cossack girls are early accus- 
tomed to hard, exhausting labour, and the rough 
northern storms which blow over their tender 
faces whilst ploughing, are as injurious to the 
preservation of beauty, as the hot sun of July, 
wiiich they encounter during the time of harvest. 
Their dress, also, is not calculated to display 
their figure to the best advantage, nor do 
those fair Cossacks of the Black Sea know how 
to adorn themselves with finery and agreeable 
coquetry. This remark must only be applied 
generally; for there is no want of beautiful 
exceptions. 

X 2 



Digitized by Google 



306 



THB COSSACKS 



When I was in my little Cossack house al 

Taman, writing a description in my diary of 
the first impression which this country made 
on me, the wife of the officer with whom 
I was quartered, stepped into the room. She 
wore a doth cloak trimmed with fur, from 
which drops of ram were falling, for the 
storm was fearfully wild without; her deli- 
cate little feet were enclosed in parti-ooloured 
stockings, and from beneath the blue silken 
kerchief, which was wound about her head, 
peeped out a face of marvellous beauty. The 
light blue eyes, the delicijite compleadon, the 
pretty mouth, and especially the indescribably 
lovely eoqpression of roguishness and cheerfulness 

which animated the beautiful features, together 
with the soft-toned Toice with which she gave 
the salutation of * Strastwuitje, sudar !' to the 
stranger guest with so much grace, made no 
small impression on me, and I was about to 
conclude my hrst sketch of the Cossack women 
with an enthusiastic panygeric on th^ beauty, 
when, most fortunately, I recdllected that an 
Englishman, writing from a town in France, 
mentioned that all the women there had red 
hair, and were quarrelscme^ just because on 
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lookiDg down from a postchaiset he saw a 

woman who had red hair, and was wranghng 
with her husband. I acted wisely in thisrespect^ 
for I determined not to notice anything in my 
chapter respecting the £ur sex amongst the 
Cossacks, until I had met with more specimens 
of them, daring my traTels throngh the country 
of the Cossacks. I have never met with any 
other face so beautiful as that ci Maria K — ff| 
the wife of my host in Taman/' 

The Tchernomorski haye not distinguished 
themselves in war against the Caucasian moan- 
taineersy they are also less feared by the Circas- 
sians than the Cossacks of the line^ who are 
much more pugnacious, dexterous^ and brave, 
than their neighboara. An inclination for a 
careless, dreamy, lazy life, is the ruling trait in 
the diaraoter of the latter, and the militaiy of 
the remaining corps of the army in the Caucasus, 
often speak of these Cossacks with contempt. 

The invasions of the Circassians succeed 
more eas3y with the Tdieraomorski than with 
the vigilant Cossacks of the Line, who have 
acquired the canning and dexterity of the 
mountaine^ in warfare. I often observed Ae 
phlegmatic oharacter of the Tdiemomonki 
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Cossack, when I have entered a stanitza, of 

solitary post-house, where no sentries were 
stationed, and the Cossacks, at a distanee from 
their weapons, were lazily dreaming on the 
grass, in the vidnity of an enemy who, almost 
weekly, carried on plundering expeditions against 
thenh K it happen that any of those Cos- 
sacks are required for a service, say for 
esoortmg a convoy, they saddle their horses as 
suUenly as possible, and take up their red lance, 
yawning all the while. You see expressed in 
their sleek faces, the same character of mind 
as in Shakspeare's &t knight, when he was to 
march forth against Percy Hotspur. 

These poor Tchemomorski do not owe the 
Empress Catherine many thanks for the mag-^ 
nifioent present of extensive territory in mch 
a country. They would doubtless gladly be 
again where once their sires lived» and near more 
peaceable neighbours than the mouutainecrs 
of the Caucasus. 

During my journey, on the Kouban, I 
shared this wish with them, respecting mysdf. 
Each day I heard of plundering Incursions; 
even in the stanitzas, it was said» that a man 
was not safe from the enemy's shot behind 
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the ditch. The nobles of the Tcheraomorski, 
and the officers of various ranks^ who dwell 
in Ekaterinodar on the Kouban, the chief town 
of the Cossacks^ endeavour to console them- 
selves by drink, intrigues, and gambling, for 
their banishment to this gloomy land* In all 
my travels through Europe, Africa, and Asia, 
I have never found so much filth in any place 
as in Ekaterinodar, where, even in the dry 
summer, wheels remain sticking in the streets ; 
and I never saw a more unrestrained life than 
is led in the chief town of the Tcheraomorski 
Cossack. 

At the village of Waroneschkaja, my Tcher- 
nomorski escort was relieved by the Cossacks 
of the Line. These wear the Circassian dress; 
a coat of bright brown doth, with a leathern 
girdle round the hips, and with gay coloured 
lappets on both sides the breast, m which they 
stick the cartridges, blue breeches and Cir- 
cassian fur cap. Instead of a lance, they have a 
sabre (schaschka), slightly curved towards the 
point ; a dagger (kinschal) a fix>t and a half 
long and two inches wide ; and a long pistol 
slung across the back. When these troops^ 
to whom a Tchernomorski riding forward, had 
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brought my order for an escort, darted over the 
steppe, being deomved by their dress, I took 

them to be Circassians, and thought it was an 
attack. 

As far as Stavropol, I journeyed always with 
a guard of Cossacks ia the Circassian oostome. 
From Stavropol to the country of the Terek, 
my escort consisted of Don and Oural Cossacks» 
amongst whom there were not such manly and 
handsome figures as amongst the Cossacks of tbe 
Line. Those who are accjuaiatcd with the nature of 
the land and the Circassian mode of attack, would 
place little confidence in the protection of such 
a band of horsemen which, even in the case of 
generals, does not exceed twenty-five men. 
The Circassians, who concesd themselves in tbe 
bushes and reeds along the way, seldom cross 
the Kouban with a less number than five hundred 
men. If the escort be composed of brave men, 
they will consider it their duty to shed their 
Uood in defence of the trayeDer ; but these men 
escape with difficulty death or imprisonment. 
In most cases, however, the escort wisely takes 
flight ; and it is not wrong in so d<»ng ; for, by 
opposition, the amount of victims would be still' 
greater without saving the traveller. 
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The only advantage which is gained by an 
escort over the Kouban for the security of the 
traveller, is this — that these Cossacks give you 
speedy intelligence of the appearance' of the 
Circassians, when they leave their ambush. 
Thus you may possibly find time to cut the 
ropes of one of the horses, and dash away with 
them over the steppe. In this manner, escape 
is possible; but these cases are rare; for the 
Circassians rush out fi:Y>m their ambush with 
lightning speed, so that the traveller has 
scarcely time to mount the horse. I placed 
very little confidence in the protection of my 
escort, having beard firom experienced men of 
the danger of travtUing oii tht Kouban. Their 
company, however, afforded me in my solitude 
a good opportuity of a tiiorough insight into 
this remarkable body of cavalry. 

At every six or eight versts my escort was 
changed; so that between Ekaterinodar and 
Vladikaukas, I was escorted by more than six 
hundred different Cossibks. Whilst my Russian 
postiUion was driving the horses with the speed 
of an arrow over the steppes, the Cossacks 
dashed on in fuU chase before and beside the 
carnage, and one of them rode on still taster to 
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prepare the new escort at the next post-house, 
so that the journey might not be at all delayed* 
Still wilder and more picturesque forms met my 
eye^ as I advanced^ and the ai^t of them made 
the moiiotouous country somewhat less weari- 
some to me. 

The Cossacks of the Caucasian Line, according 
to the information of Monsieur de Fonton, an 
ofBcer in attendance on Prince Paskewitch, form 
a military colony of 48,000 men, on the banks 
of the rivers Kouban and Terek, They set on 
foot 6092 serviceable troopers. A like number 
of troops, not in ordinary service, but who are 
occupied in cultivating the land, remain always 
ready on an emei^ency, to obey the summons 
of the Commander-generaL 

These Cossacks possess considmble wealth 
in cattle, viz: 26,000 horses, 96,000 head of 
homed cattle, and 188,000 sheep. The Cossacks 
of the Line have also to cany on petty warfare 
Bgaiost the mountaineers. They dwell in large 
villages, (stanitzas) whdie streets are broad and 
regular, as in all Russian towns. The smaD 
houses are built of reed-posts and day. In the 
centre of the place stands a small stone diurch 
with a tower and turret, ornamented and 
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cheerfiil looking, the walk covered with white, 
and the roof and turret of a bright green colour. 
Nearly all the villages have no other fortification, 
than a thick hedge of prickly branches, which 
are difficult to climb over, but very easily 
to be set on fire; sometimes the viDages are 
surrounded by a ditch. Between the various 
stanitzas, you meet outposts, at all points, 
where the crossing over the Kouban is most 
easy of execution. Little sentry-boxes are 
perched on four poles, looking like dove-cots, 
and are reached by a ladder. The Cossack 
sentry sits immoveable upon his ahy throne, his 
sharp spying eyes constancy directed towards 
the bank of the stream. When the watch 
happens to see a troop of Circassians swimming 
across the river, he takes some reeds or straw, 
which is found by the side of every post- 
house, sets it alight, and mounting his horse, 
dashes to the next village or fort, (krepost). 
There the alarm signal has been already 
remarked, and a candon shot has called the 
village Cossacks to arms. Ail those who are 
in the stanitzas, spring on their horses, and 
hasten to the Kouban to seek out the enemyj 
and cut off his retreat. If the Circassians 
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observe that the men in the stanitzas have been 
informed of their crossing the Kouban^ they 
usually return, as in that case, they know that 
an attack on the village would cause more loss 
of blood, than gain of booty, for many of the 
stanitzas have small garrisons of Russian 
infantry of the fine, who, whilst the Cossacks 
surround the enemy from without^ tire upon 
him behind the hedge of thorns, and thus diey 
often inflict considerable loss on the Circassians* 
Sometimes, however, the latter manage to cross 
the Kouban during the night, with stillness and 
caution, so that the scouts do not perceive it, and 
then some village is usually selected, destroyed, 
and thoroughly plundered, before a larger body 
of Cossacks is able to hasten to their relief. 
The attacked stanitza is then set on fire, and 
the red fiames give a light, which discovers the 
retreat ai the mountaineers^ who, shouting with 
joy over their booty, and the accomplishment 
of their bloody purpose, carry off on theur horses 
the women and children of the Cossacks to 
theur aouls, and stick the heads of their 
slaughtered enemies on the points of their 
sabres. 

Sometimes, the desire for gaining more 
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heads and prisooers^ detains the Circassians too 
long in the captured stanitza, and they find 
their retreat cut off by a superior number of 
Cossacks. In such cases, they leave both 
booty and prisoners behind^ iiy over the steppes 
like the hurricane, and endeavour to cross 
over by another way. It is then a chase for 
life or death. The Circassians^ screaming like 
jackalis, sweep, on their long-maned horses, 
oreat the boundless plain, and bdiind them 
come the Cossacks, shouting their hurrahs, and 
thirsting for revenge for the death of thdr 
wives and little ones. The Circassians en- 
deavour, through a real or pretended flight, 
either to secure a retreat in another direction, 
or at least to entice the Cossacks away from 
their infantry and field artillery. If they suc- 
ceed, a troop of the most determined Cir- 
cassians, suddenly wheel about their horses, 
throw themselves upon the most impetuous 
pursuers, strike them down from the saddle, 
and then whilst the distant and dispersed 
Cossacks uad Circassians hasteu to the succour 
of their own people, begins &e most pic- 
turesque cavalry melee that cau he imagined. 
Sabres glitter and dink one against the other, 
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unseated riders continue their desperate fight on 
foot, and thrust the longt two-edged kioschal 
into their opponent's breast Those who are 
afraid of engaging in dose combat with their 
swords, discharge at some distance their guns 
and pistols, and gallop up if the enemy be 
struck down from his saddle, in order to 
give the tinishing blow with their schaschka to 
him, whom in the conflict they dared not meet 
face to face. With equal equipments, equally 
good horses, and an almost equal skill in 
fighting, the issue of a struggle between the 
Circassians and Cossacks of the Line is doubt* 
ful, and generally depends upon the superiority 
of numbers of one or other of the parties. 
But the clumsy Don and Tchernomorski 
Cossacks, who are armed with lanoes, and are 
little exercised in war, are no match for the 
Circassian caTah7 in such conflicts. There 
has been much dispute respecting the advantage 
and disadvantage of the lance as a cavaby 
weapon. Distinguished military authorities, 
amongst others, Marshal M armont, prefer the 
lance, to the sword. 

At the battle of Dresden, the Duke of Ragusa 
relates that the Austrian infantry were repeat- 
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edly attacked by the French Cdrassiers, but 

that they repelled all their attacks, though their 
muskets were rendered unserviceable by the 
rain. This infantry was only overcome when 
fifty Lancers from the escort of General Latour- 
Maubourg's charged, and made openings in the 
ranks of the Austrians, and facilitated the 
triumph of the Cuirassiers. Marmont asserts 
that the matter would have been settled at once, 
if the Cuirassiers had been provided with the 
formidable lance. In an engagement of serried 
masses, the lance is, most certainly, a fearful, irre- 
sistible weapon; but in single combat, the lance is 
at a disadvantage against a trooper experienced in 
the use of his sword. This has been discovered 
in Russia, where, generally speaking, the lance 
is such a favourite cavalry weapon, and conse- 
quently some of the Caucasian Cossadcs are 
armed with sword and dagger. The Circassians 
are careful not to diarge a regiment of Don 
Cossacks drawn up in line, where they see 
long rows of lances staring at them. But in a 
wild cavalry scuffle, such as we have often seen 
on the Caucasian Une, where each one selects 
bis opponent, the Don Cossack, if the first rush 
with his lance do not succeed, which it seldom 
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does, is generally a lost man. The Caucasian 
skilfully avoids the steel point, or parries the 
thrust» and closing with bis opponent, whose 
lance, after the failure of the thrust, has become 
a useless pole, he strikes him out of the saddle 
with a vigorous blow of the sabre. The victory 
is commonly decided before the slow, and heavy 
infantry can hurry up with their long coats and 
field artillery. The rest of the mountaineers 
swim back over the Kouban, either rejoicing or 
burning for revenge, whilst the cannon which 
have come up too late, thunder in vain in their 
rear. 



END OF VOL I. 
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2 BURST AND BLACK£TT's NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



MEMOmS OF IIEUT. BELLOT; WITH HIS JOUB- 

NAL of a VOTAGS in the POLAR SSAS, In SEARCH OF SIR JOHN 
FRANKLIN. 2 volt, pott 8to. nilh Portrait, 21i. bound. 

"Thtt Is a book weleoae to tlw hcorti oT EBgUthnon, for door to the Eiifltah ta the 
memory of Jotcph Rto^ Bdlot. The noble young Freiuhrnan, who won 10 much lov« and 

cotifidt'iice on every side, gain?? n fresh hold on the aiR t tions of this country by the poa- 
thiimous ' publication of thh memoir, and of the frank nnaisuming Journal it pre- 
faces.'* — Examiner. 

" Of all the naval heroes of recent daya, there is nona who has gained a repntatioa at' 
once so brilliant and so spotleaa M Bellot. ThMt volitmM eonitltalc an appropriate 
monament to tila hcaoarad m«iBory» and mint bo rtgtrded ao • wj InCmitlag addltioa to 
the chronicles of Aietie cntorinlso.**— >C3krefi<el^ 



LORD GEOBGE BENIINCE: A POUTIGAL BIO- 

GRAPHY. Bjthe RIGHT HON. B. DISRAELI, H.P. Fifth and iHusxper 
Edition^ Reyised. Peat Sto. lOs. 6d. 

** This biography cannot (ail to attract the deep attention of the public. We are bonnd 
to say, that as a political biography we have rarely, If ever, met with a book more dexterously 
handled, or more replete with interest. The history of the famous session of 1846, aa 
written by Pisraell In that brilliant and pointed style of which he Is so consnmmate a mastnr, 
is deeply Interesting. He has'traeed thie memorable stnig^ with a vivaetty and power 
mncquaUed as yet In any natratlfo of Parilamentary proceedings.*'— Bfoolh0oe«Pe Mttg, 

" Hr. Dlarsett's tribute to the memory of his departed friend is as graceful and as 

tmiching ns H in accurate and impart inl. No one of Lord George Bentinck's colleagues 
could have been selected, who, from his high literary attainments, his pergonal intimacy, and 
party associations, would have done such complete justice to the memory ot a friend and 
Parliamentary asuciato. Ur. Dlaraell haa here presented ns with the very type and tmbodk. 
ment of what history ahoold be. His sketch of the condition of partlee Is seasoned with 
some of those piquant personal episodes of party manoeuvres and private intrigties, in the 
author's happiest and most captivating vein, which convert the dry details of politics Into a 
sparkiiug and agreeable nam^re.*'— Jfonttng Herald. 



LOED PALMERSTOiTS OPINIONS AND POLICY; AS 

Minister, Diplomatist, and Statesman, daring more than Forty Yean 
of Public Life. I toL 8to with Portrait, 128. 

** This worif ought to have a place in every political library. It gives n complete vtew 
of the sentiments and opinions by which the policy of Lord Palmerston has been dictated 
a diplomatist and etalesman.**<-CAriMtefo. 

** Tbts Is a reroaifcahlB and seseondile pttbHcttlon ; bvt It Is something mors— It lo a 
talnable addition to tho historical treaanres of oar country dnring more than forty of the 
most memorable yeara of OUT annals. We esmsstly recommend the volume to goasfat 

oerusaL"—Sf ««<iar(( 
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MEMOIES OF THE COURT AOT) CABINETS OF 

GLORl.i: THE THIRD, From Original Family Documents. By 
the DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM AND CHANDOS, K.G., &c. The 
Third and Fourth Volumes, comprising the period from 1800 to 1810, 
and completing this important work. 8vo., with Portraita. 308. bound. 

F«OM VBB TiHM.-^'Theie volnmn comltt In the main, of IttCen wrfttra by the two 
brothcn. Lord GreovlUe, uid Ur. T. GrenvlUt, to their older brother, the Marquli of 

Buckingham, for his information as to the political clrcnmstanrea of the time. In the two 
former volumes a g^reat amount of curious gossip, and of valuable information, was 
contained relative to the formation of the Coalition Miniatrf, the King's iiiue*s in 1788, 
■ad tho early period of tho war witb revoltttlontry Fraaoe. Volonco Z and 4 tako op tbo 
tale where volninee 1 and 2 had left It } and horetn we find a connected narratire of the 
many stirring historical events which occurred between 1800, when Lord Grenrillp nn-i 
Talleyrand were i-i rnrri spoiulcnce respecting Boimparte's proposals fnr j eace, until the 
return of tiie King's muiuily in 1610 and the debates in Parliament relative to the regency. 
The preaent eollcetlon la more valuable than tho laat, Inaamneh aa Lord Orenvinet harloy 
attained higher dignity and experience» la n mora ditpaaalonato obacrver of passing events. 
Whoever would desire to read the ninning comments of so eminent and welllnformed a 
roan as Lord Grenviile upon a decade so interestini,' as tliat of isuO— 10, would do treil to 
consult these volumes. Lord Grenville wua certainly among the most far.sighted men of 
hiatlmo} and to him* from tbe Arat, belongs tb« credit of appreciating truly Napoleon 
Bon^yarte's position and designs. He did so even to a higher degree than Pitt ; and it lo 
most rcmarliuTile how far his predictions have heen verified by the event, even when 
submitted to the sharp test of the judgment of posterity. Ttie principal points on which 
light is thrown by the present correspoadence are, the oegoclations before and after the 
TVeoty of Amiens until the time of Ita nipture»tbe true character of Addiugton*B Adminla- 
tratioD, and the relations between 'The Doctor' and Pitt the formation of the Pitt and 
Sidmouth Cnbinct, when the King's prejudices aealnst Charles Fox were found to be insur- 
roountabie — the Grenville and Fox short Administration— the Duke of Portland's Cabinet— 
the expedition to Portugal, with Its climax at Cintra— the Duke of Torlc'a scandal with M ta. 
Clarlco— Sir John Moore's retreat, with tho earlier Spanlah campaigns of 8b Arthur Wei- 
lesley, and, fltialiy, the disastrous Walchcren affair. There is much curious mutter inter- 
posed in the shape of pn'Hs tipon the situation of affairs written from time to time by Lord 
Grenville himself} and perhaps still more curious reports made to the Marquis of BucJclug' 
ham by a certain whose nam* remalna a mystery, bnt who seems to have been 

tolerably well acquainted irilh tho tnrcuna it^terU at the befj^nning of the cautury. There 
is much in these volumes which well deserves perusal. There is a portion of their contents 
which po«i!«e<«8es nearly a5 high a claim ttpon onr instant and careful consideration as the 
Jilinutes of tlie bebastopol Committee." 

From the Athkn^um. — "The present volumes exhibit the same features as the former 
portion of the series. The general reader is entertained, and the reader for historical 
purposes la enlightened. Of their value and Importance, there cannot be two opinions. 
There are abnndant revelations of Interest to arreit attention In many of theio papers. On 
the characters of George the Fourth and the Duke of Wellitigton there are some very 
valuable letters. In Court scandals, the affairs of th<; T^nkc of York and Mrs. Clarke are 
brought under notice ) and in what we may designate us public scandals, the ' horrors of 
rondno* receive abundant llluitrattooa In the lettera about the Walcheren Expedition, 
and on the Peninaular War. Our estraeta suAclently ahow the high Inteieat bdonglng to 
these volnmea." 



Digitized by Google 



4 HURST AND BLACSETT's NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDANCE OF MAJOB 

GENERAL SIR W. NOTT, G.C.B., Commandkk of the Army of Cah- 

DAHA& AND EmVOT AT TBM CoORT Of LVOSKOW. EdITBO BY J. B* 

STOCQUELEB,Ea«.» at the request of tbe Daughters of the late Geiieni^ 
from Private Papers and (HBeial DoGoinents In their posseuion. 2 r6k, 
8vo., with Pwrtrait. 2Ss. bound. 

** One of the mMt valuable and ioterestiag books that caa ever claim a permanent plate 
!■ • Brltlah Ubnnr.**— ManAml. 

" Thr<<e highly Interesthi^i: Tolnmes give a valuable contribution to Um lliltory Of ludlS 
and an admirable portrait of a mott diatin^shed officer." — Jokm BnUL 

*' These Memoirs wMk tb« CormiMiMlMiM kuM&A In tlMni will do that JuflM to th* 
part played by Sir W. Notk III <1m Afl^hm WW, wUdl It to WOdenlaMe pnccdldg worte hmm 
AtUed to do."— 

"These nieuioirs of General Nott, whom the editor very justly describes as a 'model 
Ofloer/ have been given to tbe world at tlw Inttt^tioa of the hero's snrvlvlag daughters. A 
more praoefn! tribute of dutiful affection to the memory of a departerl parent it would be 
difficult lu name. It la at once a graphic picture of the soldier's career, and a noble mooi^ 
■lent of his ftme. The work Issues ftroni tbo press at averf fMtoaate moiiieiit. The life of 
an officer who followed Jn the footsteps of WflUnirton, making the Despatches of Chat 
lliQstrlous warrior his continual study, will be welcomed by many an aspirant for mUltarf 
fsnown at this exdting erlsis. The voliunes form a valuable eoutilbutlott to the blographleal 
stnt c s if the Hi: '. To tl;i' young soldier, in particular, they will form a most voluable guifl*', 
worthy to be placed by tbe side of the Despatches of the great Duke ofWelllngton."— JfeMcmgvr. 

" When tbe }ate Oeoend Nott died, tho * Quarterly Review* expressed a hope that some 
means would ba tiiken for giving publicity to his private letters and official corremKmdenee, 
because they so coTTiplptely )!hi5trnted his liigh and chivalrous character, while a mpmnir of 
his life would hold out &u admirable a lesson to British statesmen, and so good an example to 
young officers. We are happy, dierefore, to find that, under the able editorship of Va. 
Stocqueler, the ivhole of the most THliiftble portion of the t'eneral's correflponflcru? has jiist 
been published in two bandsome volumes, which comprise also a most Interesting uiemoir of 
tlie gallant hero of Caadahar, giving a complete account of the stirring eaapalgn In Affgha»> 
T^tnn, nncl throwing much I^ght upon many important points hitherto left in obscurity. Tli« 
work will be eagerly welcomed by all— more particularly by military readers and those ii^* 
terested In our Indian dominions.*'— Gfofte. 

" A biography of a first-rate soldier, and a highly honourable man. The book will often be 
appealed to as a standard authority. A valuable and most authentic addition is here 
fturolshed to the true history of transactions which will ever hold a prominent pluce i the 
aanah <f ur Indian rule." — Dublin Univertity Mag. 

" We know not a book after the Wellington Despatches, more deservintr nf the study of 
a young officer. It might be made one of the standard manuals of military education."— 
LUemrif Otuutte. 

This book is one nf the most Interesting record? of rnlUtary life that we possess, and 
a genuine memorial of one who has achieved a right to be reckoned among fiugland's greatest 
«ea.*'— XMI^iireKt. 



NARRATIVE OF A RESIDENCE AT NEPAUL. BY 

CAPTAIN THOMAS SMITH, late Assistant PoLiTicAL-iUsiDSNT at 
Nepaul. 2 vols, pobi 8vo. 21s. 

••No man could be better qualified to describe Nepaul than Captain Si^tth : nrtl hl» 
eonefse* but clear and graphic account of its history, its natural pruauctions, its lows and 
customs, and the character of Its warlike inhabitants, is very agreeable and Instroctiv* 
leading. A separate cl^apter, not the h'n%\ entertaij fng in the book, is devoted to anecdotes 
of tbe Nepaulese mission, of whom, and of their visit to Europe, many remarkable stories 
«M told.**— PeeAi 
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IKY EXILK BY ALEXANDER HEBZEN. 2 Vols. 

post 8vo. 21a. bound* 

*' From these admirable memoirs the reader may derive a clear idea of Rusiian political 
•odtty. BIr. Henca't namttTC^ ably and anafltetedly wrlltan, and andoobtedly aui1i«nlle» la 
indeed superior In Inlarait to nIne-teDtha of tha ailalins worka on Ruin\h."~-Aikenmtm. 

"The author of these memoirs is one of the most distinguished writers of his nation. 
A politician and historian, he scarcely reached manhood before the Emperor Nicholas 
•Mvad and persecatedblmaa an enemy. He «aa t«rtee amated, MHca axllad. Inamoaaeni 
«f Incantiona oomplfance tbe Emperar granted to Hanen a paaaport ont of Rniala } and ba 

migrated to London. In this English version of his mt'n'.o:r«!, he presents a highly 
characteristic view of Russian orticia! snripty, iiitersperged wilii Rlfetches of rural life, 
episodes of picturesque adventures, and tra^menta ot serious speculation. The volumeSt as 
ttaanCing tka experiencaa of a patriotic and Intallaetnal Bnaalan In conflict with hla 
Ckmmment, contain all tha aonteea of popularity; they sparkle with dear thongbtt and 
keen allusions; they are severe, thoy are ironical; they abound in illustrations and inci- 
dents, free purtraits ot Imperial dignities, and satire upon institutions. We gain from this 
narrauve uf persecution uud exile a better idea of the governing system in Russia, ibau troni 
mt piwTioua work. It la rich in coriona and authentic detail."— 1^ iMder* 

** In thoia mamolra, more charming and varied than those of Silvio PellicOf Mr. Hersen 
Darrntes the most adventurous episode^ of his tife. Thrown into contact with a succcssiou of 
strange characters— soldiers, police, government functionaries, high and low— tie was enabled 
to obtain a close view of the absolute system. He saw Its worlcings in the secret departments, 
delected Ito impottuioi* waa witneaa to lla corruptlono« and catimated tha morality poaalUa 
•ndaranch adeapotlam. Strict aa to facts, but dramatic as a narrator, Mr. Herzen realises with 
more effect than any previous ivriter, the social and official life of Hussia. For this alone his 
volumes would possess a rare and durable interest. But they have other popular claims ; 
« tbey are replete with anecdotes, with picturesque tceoes, and curious sketches of ilfe."-^ 
Oiwdair Time*, 



TUKKEY: ITS HISTORY AND PROGRESS; FROM 

THE JOURNALS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF SIR JAMES PORTER, 
Fifteen Years Atnbasisador at Constantinople, continupJ to the Present Time, 
vrith a Memoir uf Sir Jamkh Puhteh, by his Giuiuisua, SIR GEORGE 
LARPENT, Ba&t. 2 vols. 8to., with Illtutralioiis. 30s. bound. 

** These volumes are of an authentic character and enduring interest." — Athenm$m, 
"This book forms a very valnabla lapertory of Information In regard to the paai and 
pvaaent atata of Turkey. Altofethcr Cha lafbrnrntion la completely glevn, and for all pur- 
pose? of reference during tha coDtlnuanca of the atmg^ In tha Baatytha book wUI ba 

valuable." — Examiner. 

"This highly interesting work consists of two parts. The first volume, after a memoir 
Of Bfr Jamea Porter, proeeeda to glva a general dcacription of tha Ttorklah Empire* of Ita 
natural and industrial productions, and its commerce, a sketch of Ita history from the in. 
vasion of Europe to the reign of SuUan Mahmml 11 , nnri an account nf the religion and 
tbe civil institutions of the Turks, and of their manners and customs, chiefly from the 
data supplied by the papers of Sir James Forter. In tbe aecood volume we are made ac 
qoalnted with Torkey aa it la } tha religious and dftt government of ISitfcey, Ita Laglalature, 
theatate of education in tbe Empire, its finances, Its military and naval strength, and the 
social contiition of the Turks, are all in succession brought under review The uork fives a fbller 
and mort' Mf^ like picture of the present state Ot the Ottoman Empire, than any other work with 
whidi w^t are acquainted."— JoAn Bult. 
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THE LIFE OF MABIE DE MEDICIS» QUEEN OF 

FRANCE, CoxsoRT op Hbkrt IV., and Regent under Locis XIII. 

By MISS PARDOE, Author of "Louis XIV, and the Court of France, in 
the 17th Century/' &c. Second Edition. 3 large vols. 8vo. with fine 
Portrtits. 

** A ftjclaatiiiir book. The history of sticli m w the bcm^l, ImpolslTe, earnest, 

and affeetlonete Blarie de Hedicis cotddmity be done justice to by a femule pen, impelled by 
all the sympathies of womanhood, but strengthened by an enidition by which It is not In 
eTerytCase accompanied, lu Miss Pardoe the unfortunate Queen has found both these 
requiattes, and thercault baa been n bfography combining the attraettveneea of romance with 
the reliableness of history, and which, tiikinr n place midway between the 'frescoed gnllerie^ • 
of Thierry, and the * philosophic watcb-tawer of Guitot,' has all the pictorial brUliancy of 
the one, wlih iniich of the rcflectlfe apecnlation of tho other.*'— iM^' JVeaat. 

** A work of high literary and historical merit. Rarely have the strange vicissitudes of 

romance been more intimately blended with th\^ ffu-'s of retil history than in the life of Marie 
de Medlcisj nor has the diiiicult problem of combining with the fidelity of biography Lhe 
graphic power of dramatic delineation been 'often more ettcceasAiUy aolved than by the 
talented author of the volumes before us. As a personal narrative, Rfiss Pardoe*s admirable 
biography possesses the most absorbing and constantly sustained interest ^ as a historical 
raeord of the erenta of which It treati. Its merit* is of no ordinary descrlpttoii/*— 
JoknButt, 

flIEMOIRS OF THE BARONESS FOBERKIECH, 

Illusteatiyb ow the Secret History of the Courts of France, 
RvsBlAy AKD Germany. Written by IIBRSELF, and Edited hy Her 
Grandsoa, the COUNT DE MONTBRISON. 3 vols, post Sto. Sis. 6d. 

The Baroness d'Oberkirch being the intimate friend of the Empress of Russia^ 
wife of P.iul I., and the confidential companion of the Duchess of Bourbon, her 
facilities for obtaining information respecting the most private affairs of the 
principal Courts of Europe, render her Memoirs unrivalled as a book of interest- 
ing anecdotes of the royal, noble and other celebrated individuals who flonrished 
on the continent during the latter part of the last century. Among the royal per- 
sonages introduced to the reader in this work, are Louis XV^I., Marie Antoinette, 
Philip Egalite, and all the Princes of France then living — Peter the Great, the 
Empress Catherine, the Emperor Paat, and his sons Constantine and Alexander, 
of Russia— Frederick the Great and Prince Hpnry of Prussia— the Emperor 
Joseph II. of Anstri;! — Oustavus III, of Sweden — Princess Christina of Saxony 
— Sobieski, and Czartoriski of Poland — and tho Princes of Brunswick and 
Wurtcmburg. Among the most reiuarkaijic persons are the Princes and 
Princesses de Lamballe, de Ligne and GaUtzin— the Dukes and Duchesses de 
ChoisenI, de Mazarin, de BoufQers,de la Yalli^re, de Gniche* de PentfaidTre, and 
de Polignac — Cardinal de Rohan, Marshals Bhnn and d*Harcourt, Count de 
Staremberg, Baroness de Krudener, Madame Geoffrin, Talleyrand, Mirabcau, and 
Necker — with Count Cagliostrc, Mesraer, Vestris, and Madame Mara ; and the 
work also indndes sn<A literary celebrities as Voltaire, Condorcet, de la Harpe, 
de Beaumarchais, Rousseau, Lavater, Bemouilli, Raynal, de PEpee, HulMsr, 
Gothe, Wieland, Malesherbes, Marraontel, de Stael and de Genlis; with some 
singular disclosures respecting those celebrated Englishwomen, Elizabeth CUud- 
leigh, Dueliesaof Kkf^ton, and Lady Craven, Margravine of Anspachu 

'*A keen otwerrer, and by position thrown in the high places of Ae world, ttw 

Baroness d'Oberkirch was the very woman to write Memoirs tliat WOvld Interest fhtvre 
generations. We commend these volumes most heartily to every reader. They are a 
perfect nagasine of pleasant aneedotes and intei-esting characteristic things. We lay 
down these charming volumes with regret. They will entcrtslo the SlOSt ftstidlona 
leaders, and instmet the moat Informed."— Sranwrnr. 
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THE LIFE OF JEANNE D'ALBRET, QUEEN OF 

NAVARRE, from numerous original sources, including MS. Documents in 
t}ie Hibliothriiue Tmprriale and the Archives Espagnoles de Simancas. By 
MISS FREER, Author of " The Life of Marguerite D'Angouleme." 2 vols, 
with Portrait, 21s. bound. 

OPINIONS or THX PUSS. 

" Mils Freer has done wisely to follow up her ' Ufe of Marguerite D'AngouMme ' with 

a life of Marfr'jf»rite's celt^brnted daughter Jeanne, Q iefn of Navarre. The latter was, in 
truth, a remarkable woniiin in an age distinguished for remarkable women, and towers ;iliove 
all her contemporaries, Elitai>etb of England not excepted. Boru In lb2S, Jeuuiie became 
Queen of Nvnm on Che deatli of her fiither. In IftW, and reigned wHh great dtttlnetlon 
d riononr till her death. In 1572. Jeanne'a poaition and character are well portrayed by 
Miss Freer. The qualities fo- which she was remarlc.ible are noted without exaggeration — 
her fearless truthfulnesii, her rectitude, her passionate love of Justice, her sagaiity and 
aolidity of onderstandiDg. Throagfaont the work, Jeanne, of course, occupies the centre j 
bat various cdebnted characteis grouped around her are more or lese fully iketcbed. Among 
these are Elizabeth of England, Mary of Gulie, Catherine de Medici. Francis I., Charles IX.. 
Condd, the Duke of Guise., and Jeanne's own son, the Prince of N;ivurre, aftcrwanis Henri 
Quatre. The great political and religious questiuus that agitated France are not overlooked, 
but they do not ancvoacfa upon the space which In woiks like the present la better occupied 
with detalla, which aenre to illuatratetbe manners, character, and life of the principal persons 
in the narrative. In combining general historical views with such details, Hlsa Vnw has 
been in the present volumes singularly successful" — Blaming Herald. 

"The life of the mother of Henry the IV., the excelletit Queen of Navarre, is one of the 
meet interesting episodes of the history of the struggles between Romanism and the Refor- 
mation in Franco. The difficulties with which she had to contend throughout her eventAtI 
ooreer, and the virtues she displayed under her many trials, would secure for her a distin- 
guished place in history, independently of the celebrity which she deser^-es from her l:av5ng 
been the mother of the best, and one of the greatest Kings of France. The task of bringing 
forward her claims to the admiration of posterity could n<4 hare fallen into better hands 
than those of Uiis Freeti the able blogmpher of bar mother, Hai^erlte D*Angoulime,"— 

" We consider Jeanne D'Albret one of the greatest women that ever lived. She was the 
greatest (Jueen of her time, not exceptinof our Qiipcn Elizabeth, her ally and contemporary j 
unsurpassed as a poiiliciuti, ustateswouion, and military cuicf; fertile in resources, far-seeiiig, 
determined, trusting to the Justice of bar cauae in Ood, whom she worshipped according to 
dae Bible, a good wife, a tender and wise mother, and falthAil Mend, n i :\ and all the 
exciting circumstances connected with it have been mo«<t ably recorded by Miss Freer; and in 
doing 80 she has displayed researches into authorities, edited and inediied, equal to that of 
Gibbon; has made judicious and impartial use of them, and has given us in the biography 
or a woman whose grtatosss was not tarnished by a tedti a history of a veiy eventAat period 
of the Baformaftion in Francs—OAeereer. 

"We have read this book with grent pleasure, and have no hesitation in recommending 
It Xjo general perusal. It reflect'? the highest credit on the industry and ability of SIiss Freer. 
Nothing can be more interesting than her story uf the troubled life of Jeanne D'Albret, and 

the nanatlre is as tmstwwtby as It Is attracttve. We are sure that it wlU meet with as 
flvrourabla a recsptton as that which was accorded to the LUb of Margueclts D'Angoulime/'^ 
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HURST AND BLACKETT's NEW EUBLICATIONS 



THE OLD COUKT SUBUItB; OR. MEMORIALS OF 

KENSINGTON ; Regal, Critical, and Anecdotical. By LEIGH 
HUNT. Second Editiou. 2 vols. post8vo. 2l8. elegantly bound. 

"A delightful book, of whicb the charm hrt^ins at the the first line on the first pape, for 
full of qnuat aud pleasant memories is the phrase that is its title—' The Old Court Suburb.' 
Vcty Ml, toOt botb of qnaiiiC and pleasut memoriM It the line tkai devl^MtM the anUrav, 
It Is the name of the most cheerful of c bronirlerH, the best of remembrancers of good thiogn, 
the most jK>li8hed and entertaining of educated gossips. ' The Old Court Suburb ' Is a work 
tlwt wlU be welcome to ell readeiip ud ooet welcome to tiKwe who ham a lote tar the beet 
Unds of reeding."— JSFjMim^»«r. 

" Under the quaint title of 'The Old Court Suburb,* Mr. Leigh Hunt gossips pleasantly, 
spiritedly* and at large, over all that is of interest in Kensington and its neighbourhood. The 
luhject ie happily chosen, for Kenringtoo comprlsea In ft more of enttqoarlan and Uteraty 
Iatt;rest fhnn nry other spot in London. It is precisely the kind of book to be pored over by 
the sea-side or fire-side, where the reader can transport himself, assisted by the poetic faney 
of Ur. Bunt^ to theeompany of the iriti and bsaotieBOf past generatione. We very warmly 
reeoniniend theee pleasant Tolnnea to the attention of our readefa,'*— CArvMie/e. 

"A mnre ngreeable rtnd cTi*;':>rtain'nf>- !)ook hOi nOt befffl puMlthfd riBte BOWWll ptodoood 
his remiui6ceuces of Johnson." — Oltteroer, 



MEMOIRS OP JOHN ABERNETHY, F.R.S. WITH A 

YxKWOFBis WaiTiifOS, LsomriiBBy amd Ckaracter. By GEO RGB 
MACILWAIN, F.ILC.S,» author of "Medicine and Sargery One Indbdi^ 
Scienoe," &c. Second Edition. 2 yob., post 8m, witli Portraits, 21a. 

"These memoirs convey a grapbic, and, we believe, faithful picture of the celebrated 
John Abernethy. The volumes are written in a popular style, and will afford to the general 
read^ Binch inatniction and entertainment.'*— if craM. 



THE LITERATURE AND ROMANCE OF NORTHERN 

EUROPE; constituting a complete History of the Literature of Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway, and Iceland, with copious Specimens of the ino3t cele- 
brated Histories, Romances, and Popular Legends and Tales, old Chivalrous 
Ballads, Tragic and Comic Dramas, National Songs, Novels aud Scenes from 
Oie Life of tlie Present Day. By WILUAM and MARY H0W11-r. 2 vols. 
pottSTO. 21s. 

*' A most charming and valuable work, by meoos of which the great majority of the reading 
pobllc will be, for the first time, made acquainted with the rich stores of intellectual wealth 
long garnered in the literature and beautiful romance of Northern Europe. Tbeionga and 
ballada are traneiated with exquiaite poetic beauty/'— iSwi. 



EULE AND MISRULE OF THE ENGLISH IN 

AMERICA. Bythe Aatlior of "SAM SLICK." 2 vols, post Svo. 21a. 

" We conceive thie worie to be by Hsr the most valnable and Important Judge Haliburton 
has ever written. While teeming with interest, moral and historical, to the general reader, 
kequally constitutes a pbilosopbical study for the politician an<l BtHtesman. It will be found 
to let In a flood of light upon the actual origin, formation, and progress of the republic of 
the United Staiei.**— iVaeal wid MUUmrg OMelte. 
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THE JOUENALS AND CORRESPONDENCE OP 

GENERAL SIR HARRY CALVERT, Bart., G.C.B. and G.C H., Ad- 
jutant-Obkkral of the roacES under U.R.IL the Dukk of York, 
comprising the Campaigns ia Flamten and Hotlaod in 1793*94; with an 
Appendix oontaining Hia Plana for the Defence of the Country in case of 
Invasion. Edited by Hia Son, SIR HARRT VBRNEY, Bart. 1 vol. royal 
8vo., with large nMpe» I4a« 

**Both the jonnaU and Mtara of Capt. Calvert ava ftdlaf InterMt. Thatettera. 1b 

pnrtk-ular, are entitled to much praise. Not too long, ewy, Kracefn!, nf)t without wit, and 
everywhere marked by good sense and g^ood taste — the series addressed by Capt. Calvert to 
Ua sister are llterarf contf^oaltlons of no common otder. With the best means of observing 
the progrcs3 of the war, and with his faculties of judgment extrcised and streiiKthened by 
experience — a quick eye, a piadd temper, and a natural aptitude for language rendered 
Capt. Calvert In many respecl^ a nnodel of m military critic. Sir Harry Verney has per. 
ibrmed his duties of editor Terf well. The iHMk la cra<lltabla to all partlaa oooccraed lo ita 
pKoductioa."— J^AcfunMS. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF MY MILITARY UFE. BY 

COLONEL LANDMANN, Late of the Corps of Royal ENGiNnnns, 
Author of " Adventures and Recoliections," 2 vols, post 8vo. 2l8. 

" ^Much as has been written of late years about war and WeUitii'lon, we know of nothing- 
tiiat contains so striking a picture of the march and the battle as seen by an individual, or so 
doee and homely a iketob of the Great Captahi la the outlet of the Euiopeati career of Sir 
Avthnr Weltealey.*'— ^Me^aler. 

" Thi' deserved popularity with which the previous volumes of Tnlnnel Lrwuirnann's 
adventures were received will be increased by the present portion of these iiiteresiiug and 
eumt ifig raeoida of a long life passed la acdre aod ardnona aervlee. The Colonel'e 
ahiespdneea of ohawaHoii rendera hia aketchea of dieraeier highly amnalnf.**— Aitoimfa. 



COLONEL LANDMANN^S ADVENTURES Al^D Re- 
collections. 2 vols, post 8to. 2It. 

*' Among the anecdotes in this woric will be found notices of King George III., the Dukes 
of Kent, Cumberland, Cambridge, Clareiiee, and Richmond, the Priocces Augusta, GeMial 
Garth, Sir Harry Miidmay, Lord Charles Somerset, Lord Edward Fitzgerald, Lord Heath- 
fic!;i. r^Mtnir; Grm-', ikv. The voiumea abottod in interesting matter. The anecdote are 

one and aii mnusiug."— 06«froer. 

** These 'AdTcntoret and Beeolleetiona * are those of a gentleman whose birth and 
ppofkcsion gave him facilities of access to distinguished society. Colonel L.mdmann wrltea 
ao agreeably that we hate Uttlo doubt that hia volumee will be acceptable.'*— JMeiMSttm. 

ADVENTURES OF THE CONNAUGHT RANGERS. 

Second Si rtts-. Bv WILLIAM GRATTAN, £sa., late Lieutenant 

COMNAUGUl KANGKlis. 2 vols. 2l8. 

••Tn this second series of the adventures of this ramous refrlment, the anthor extends 
bla narrative from the first formation of the gallant ctith up to the occupation ot I'uris. Ail 
the battles, slegee, and akirmiahes, tn which tbe regiment took pert, ere described. Tlie 
volumes ure interwoven with original anecdotes thrtt pive a freshness and spirit to the whole. 
The stories, and the sketches of society and manners, with the anecdotes of the celebrities of 
. the time, are told In an agreeable and unafiNled manner. The work bcara all the character* 
latfea of • aotd]«r*a atralghtftarward and cnfiartahilng aarratlTC.**<»ANida|r ZVoiar. 
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PAINTING AND CELEBRATED PAINTERS, AN- 

CIENT and MODERN ; including Historical and Critical Notices of the 
Schools of Italy, Spain, Frnnce. rTermany, and the Netherlands* £dited by 
LADYJERVIS. 2 vols, post 8vo. 2X8. 

" Thte book to dcfllgnad to give to ^« gracfal imblle a popular knowlcdgo of tlw Htolorf 

of Painting and the characters of Painters, with especial reference to the moat promlneot 
among those of tbeir worka which are to be aeeu ia English galleries. It is pleasantly written 
wtth the Intention of umiBg a uieftil purpoae. It ooceMda In tta design, and will bt of 
use to the multitude of pictori Meis. A» « pioco Of agncable niMUiif alfo* ittoona* 

ceptionable."— ^'ramintfr. 

" This useful aod well-arranged compeodium will be found of ralue to the amateur, and 
pleasing at well aa instraetlve to the general reader } and, to give it etiU ftirtlier praise, tho 

collector will tlnd abundance of most useful information, and many an artist will rise f^om 
the perusal of the work with a much clearer idea of his art than he bad before. We sum ap 
its merits by recommending it as an acceptable handbook to the principal galleries, and a 
trustworthy guide to a knowledge of the celebrated paintings in England, and that thia 
information is valuable and mueh required bf many (lioiuande la a welUproran ftct.*** 
Sunday Timet, 



CLASSIC AND HISTORIC PORTRAITS. BY JAMES 

B£UC£. 2ToU.poet8TO. 21b. 

This work comprises Biographies of the following Classic and Historic Per- 
souages : — Sapplio, ^Esop, Pythagoras, Aspasia, Milto. AcreHilaiis, Socrates, Plato, 
Alcibiades, Helen of Troy, Alexander the Great, Demeuius Poliorcetes, Scipio 
Afiricanus, Sylla, Cleopatra, JnUui Caisar, Augustus, Tiberiiu, Genoanicus, 
Cafigala, LoUia PauUna, CsesoniB, Boadicea» Agrippma,Fopp«a,Otho,CoinmodiM, 
Caracalla, fleliogalialiis, Zeoofaia, JnUan the Apoetate* Endocia, Theodoni» 
Charlemagne, Abelard and Heloise, Elizaheth of Hnogary, Dante, Robert Bruce/ 
Tgncz de Castro, Agnes Sorrel, Jane Shore, Lticrezia Borgia, Anne Bullen, Diana 
of Poiticr . Catherine dc Medicis, Queen Elizabeth, Mary Queen of Scots, 
Cervantes, Sir Keoelm Digby, John Sobieski, Anne of Austria, Ninon deVEnclos, 
Mile, de Moutpensier, the Duchess of Orleans, Madame de Mamteuou, Catherine 
of Russia, and Madame de Stael. 

" A honk which has muif merits, most of all, that of a fresh and nahacknied subject. 

The voliimes are the result of a good deal of reading, an l hm e besides an original spirit and 
iluvour ubout tbem, which have pleased us much. Air. liruce is ofleu eloquent, often 
hmnorona, and has a proper appreciation of the wit and sarcasm belonging in abondanco to 

his theme. The variety and nmonnt of inff^rmation scattered thronph his volump« entitle 
them to be generally read, and to be received on ull hands with merited fuvoiir." — Kxa/ntner. 

" We tiud in these piquant volumes the liberal outpounugs of a ripe scboUrship, the 
refvlts of wide and Tarioiu rending given In a style and manner at once pteaiant and plctn- 
reaqoe.**— it ttcw wi. 



SCOTTISH HEROES IN THE DAYS OF WALLACE 

AND BRUCB. By the ftvr. A. LOW, A.M. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21i. 
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MILITARY IIFE IN ALGERIA. BY THE (X)U11T P. 

DE CASTELLANE. 2 vols, pmi 8vo. 2l8. 

" We [commend this book as really worth perusal. The rolumet make us fanlUarly 
auqualoted with the nature of Algerian experience, bt. Amaud, CaoruUert, Cbangarnier, 
Caralgmc, Lunoriclftw* an bnmglit iNromlneiitly before tlie reader."— JEMmiiMr. 

"TbcM Tolomes will be read wltb extraordinary intereeL The rivid manner In which 
the author narr:ife<^ hl.i nriventures, and the number of person?.! anecdotes tiiat be teUSt 
eogage.the reader's attention in an extraordinary manner." — Sunday Times, 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN ENGLISH SOLDIER IN 

THE UNITED STATES' ARMY. 2 vols. post 8 vo. 21s. 

** The novelty characterising these interesting volumes is likely to secure them many 
readers* In the flnt place, an accoualof tbe Internat organisation, the maoDers and eoitoms 
of the United States' Federal Army« is in itself a novelty, and a still greater novelty is to 
hare this account rendered by a man who had served in the English before Joining the 
American army, and who can give his report after having every opportunity of comparison. 
The author went through the Sfeilean eampaign with Oen«ral Seott, uid bis volumea 
contain much descriptive matter concerning battles, sieges, and martbf* on Mexican 
territory, besides their sketches of the normal chronic condition of the United butes' soldier 
In tine of pceoe.*'— Xlai/!|r Newt. 

CANADA AS IT WAS, IS, AND MAY BE. BY THE 

late LIBirrENANT-COLONEL SIR R. BONNTCASTLE. With an Account 
of Recent Tranaaciions, by SIR J. B. ALEXANDER, KAuS., Ac 2 toIs.» 
post 8to. with siapSy &e., 21a« 

''These volumes offer to the p'lblir n clear and trustworthy statement of the 

aifaira of Canada, and the effects of the iuimeutte public works in progress and completed j 
with eketehes of locality and scenery, amnalng anecdotes of personal obaentation, and gene- 
rally every infurmution which may be of nio to the tmveUer or setUcr, and the military and 
npiltlcal reader.— ifcMen^er. 

ATLANTIC AND TRANSATLANTIC SlvETCHES. Bl 

CAPTAIN MACKINNON, R.N. 2 vols, post 8vo. 2U. 

"Captain Jlackinnon's sketches of America are of a striking character and permanent 
value. His volumes convey ajust impression of the United States, a fair and candid view of 
their soelety and faiatltutiona, so well written and so entertaining that the effect of tbetr 
perusal on the public here must he ron i-it r;iMe. They are light, animat- .J, mri lively, fall 
of racy sketches, pictures of life, anecdotes of society, visits to remarkable meu and famous 
plaeest sporting episodes, &c., very original and intercstln(."—SKmtBjr Ifsiet. 

SPAIN AS IT IS. BY G. A. HOSKII^S, ESQ. 

2 vols, post 8vo. 2 Is. 

To the tourist this work wlU ptov« famlnable^ It Is the most complete and Interesting 
portisltatt of Spain that has ever come under our notlce«'*-^eA« Bttlt. 

HISTORY OF CORFU; AND OF THE REIPUBIJC 

OP THE IONIAN ISLANDS. By LIEUT. H. J. W. JBRVIS, R07RI 
ArtOlefy. IvoLpostSvo, 108.6d. 

" with great care and research, and including probably all the partlOttlars Of 

any moment in the history of Corfu." — Athenaum, 
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THE MOSLEM AND THE CHRISTIAN; OR, ADVEN- 

Tl RES IN THE EAST. By SADYK PASHA. Revised with original 
^otes, by COLONEL LACH SZYRMA, Editor of "Rsvslations of 
Siberia." 3 vols, post Svo. Sis. 6d. 

** Sadyk Pasha, the author of this work, is a Pole of noble blrUi. He is now commtyider 
•f fhc TOrWtli CoMacks, a corps organised by hlimdf . Tbm volniDMi on Che Mosleai and 
tbe Cbil8ti«ii» p«rUy Itet And partly ftetton, wriltea by Un» and Inailaltd hf Goloiwl 

Seyrma, display very well the literary spirit of tbe soldier. They are fUll of tbe adrentures 
and emotions thut belong to love and warj they treat of the present time, they introduce 
many existing people, and have Ihe Donubian principalities for scene of action. Here arc 
Mmrccs of populailly which tha book fidrly dalan. M a tnaolattoiii It Is caodlnt.^ 



HOME LIFE IN RUSSIA. REVISED BY COL. LACH 

SZyRMA» Editor of Kbyrlatiovb or Siueia." 2 toIs. postSvo. 21s. 

**Thia workglTCtaTeryliitevctiiiif andgfapUoaceooakof tha naoam aad coftooM oC 

the Russian people. The most interesting and amusing parts of the work will be fotind to b« 
those interior scenes iu the houses of the wealthy and middle classes of Russia upon which 
we have but scanty information, although they are some of the most striking and truthful 
fndlootlons of the progress and dvUiiatfcm of a eouatry. As tadi we leoooimeod fheas to tbM 
atody of our reodere.*'— Oieerver. 

"A enriotia, esetraoidlnary, aad very eaterlalfdnf aemour la contalaed ia these volaaica* 

and at the present crisis cannot but command an eager perusal. The special reeommeDda* 
tion of the work to tis i? the novel view anrl clear insiKlit it affords En^'lishmen of the real 
character of the Eussluns. Their sayings and doings, and the machinery ol their society, are 
all laid unsparingly bare."— SwTuiay Tfmes, 

" So little is known iu this country of the internal condition of Russia, or tbe state of 
sodely la that coonsous emigre, that the ooatents of these volnmee will naturally be penised 
with great eurloelty. The volanea abound in lively dialofrue, and are enlivened by satirical 
and humorous touches, and the manners and customs of the indivirhmh composiog what la 
called the middle rank In Russia are g»pblcaUy d^ribed."— Jf&rmnj' Herald* 

REVELATIONS OF SIBERIA. BT A BAinSHED 

LADY. Edited by COLONEL LACH SZYRMA. Tlnid and cheaper 

Edition. 2 vols, post 8vo. 168. 

" A thoroughly good book. It cannot be read by too many people.*'— X^icittrM's iiouee- 
AeM Words. 

" The authoress of these volumes was a lady of quality, who, baring incurred the 
dtopleasuia of tbe Rasdsa Ctovernment fbr a political offence* woe eadled to Siberia. The 
ptaee of her eadie was Beieiov, the moat northern part of thf^ northern penal settlement i aad 

la It she spent about two years, not unprofit.iMy, as the reader will find by her Interesting 
work, contftining a lively and graphic picture of the rounfr^-, the peoi)Ie, their msuiners nnd 
customs, btc. The book gives a most important aud valuable iusight iutu the economy of 
wbat bae been hitherto the terra Incognita of Russian despotlam,"«-Ila<4r y*m* 

^-Slnce the pnblicatlan of the ftunoos lomanee the 'Sallcs of Stbeils,* wa bsps Ittd 
M acsonnt of tbsss dssolala lands jaors attrsetht than tha pisssot w«rle.>'->0lsia» 
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SEOBUNG ADVENIUfiES IN THE M£W WOULD; 

OBp DATS AND NIGHTS OP MOOSS HUNTING IN THE PINB 
FORESTS OF ACADIA. Bj CAMPBELL HARDY, Rotal Artillsbt. 
2 vols, post Svo. with iUnstntions, 2 Is. 

" Full of spirit-stirring adventure and useful ioformation." — DaUjf News, 

'*Tltlt book U lopltte wltli iDtevMt. Tllo Mlvontiinot whleli mo otrikiiig Mid romBnUe, 
•MOMitffrophlcAUy dcMrllMd.**-nBeir« 

"To •portomco.iiataralists, and lovers of nature in her more romantic moodi, thcM 
volumes wdl prove unusually attractive, pn<4ftively fascinating, Indeed— 00 Tailed, noTClf and 
occlting are the adventures and scenes they describe." — Sun. 

*'A spirited record of sporting adventures, very eulertait^ng and n'ell worthy the atten- 
tion of all tportamen who dedre •omo Areeher field tban Suropo can affbfd them. The 
foreats of Nova Scotia abound la moose, cariboo, bean, wolvea, partridge, anlpa and wild 
duck, while the rivers are teeming with salmon and other fish, so that Lieulennnt llardy'a 
■port was of the best kind, and in the details which he has p.vi'n ns there is much to 
Interest aitd amuse. He is a thorough sportsnmn, patieut, skiitul, and active, and relate 
Uo adTontttrea with the gnato of a man vbo eajoya the ltfe."~TAe Preat* 

A SKEICHEB'S lOUK BOUND THE WOfiLD. BY 

ROBERT ELWES, Bsa. Second Edition, 1 vol. royal 8to., irith 21 
Coloured IllttstralioiiB firom Original Designs by the Author. 2l8. elegantly 
honnd, gilt edges. 

NARRATIVE OF A JOURNEY ROUND THE WORLD, 

Compriuttg A Winter PA38AGB across thsAmobsto Cbili, with a 
YxsiT TO THE Gold Rboions of Calivoemia and Avbtralia, thb South 
Sba Islands, Java, &c. By F. GERSTABCKER. 3 vols, post Sto. 
81s. 6d. 

•* Starttng from Bremen for California, the author of this Narrative proceeded to Rio, 
and thence to Buenoa Ayreei where he exchanged the wild aeaa for the yet wilder Pampas, 

and made his way on horsebaclc to Valparaiso across the Cordilleras — a winter passage full of 
difficulty and danger. From X'alpi^aiso he sailed to California, and visited ban Francisco, 
Sacramento, and the mining districts generally. Thence he steered his course to the South 
8ea lalanda, reeling at Honolulu, Tahiti, and other gems of the aea In that quarter, and from 
thcoee to Sydney, marching through the Hurray Valley, and Inspecting the Adelaide distrld. 
From Australia he dashed onward to Java, riding through the interior, and taking a genei^ 
snrvey of Batavia, with a glance at Japan and the Japanese. An active, intelligent, obsen'ant 
man, the notes he mode of his adventures are full of variety and interest. His descriptions of 
ptaeea and persona are lively* and hia remarka on natural productions and the phenomena of 
en^h* aea* and sky are alwsya aenatUe^ and made with a flew to practical tesulta. Those 
portion*^ of the Narrative \%'hich refer to California and Australia are replete with vivid 
sltetches ; and inf ieed t he whole work abounds with living and picturesque descriptions of 
m*o, manners, and iocaiities."— G^6e. 
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THE WABASH: OB, ADVENTTJBES OF AN ENG- 
LISH GENTLEMAN'S FAMILY IN THE INTERIOR OP AMSRICA. 
By J. R. B£ST£, 2 vols, post 8to. 21s. 

" Mr. Beste'g book Is Interesting. In literary merit It is above the majority of boolts of 
travel. It deserv-s coti'^ulf nHoa from all who may wlih to reoaive a candid^ sensible, and 
loir account of the author's experience." — Atherueum, 

" Mr. B«alt to one of tbe most instructive aod interesting of Afli«rieiii Uwdltn. ia 
his sentlbla and entertaining namtlva, vrtiicli wa bopo will become ae popular aa It deservct 
to be. we find a picture of the country and the people moM Auattlar and mora graphle thaB 
any which we have met with elsewhere."— Posl. 

AUSTRALIA AS IT IS : ITS SETTLEMENTS, FARMS, 

AND GOLD FIELDS'. By F. LANCELOT, Esci., Mineralogical Sua- 
VEYOR IN Tus AUSTRALIAN CoLONiBS. Second Edition, revised. 2 vols, 
post 8vo. 2I&. 

" This to an unadonicd aeeount of tbe actual oondttlon In whicb tfaeie colmUet are ftmnd, 
bf a professional surveyor and mineialoiitot, who goea over tbe gnmnd with a oareftil glanoe 

nnd a remarkable aptitude for selling on the practical portion'? of the subject. On the 
climate, the vegetation, and the agricultural resources of the country, he is copious in tite 
e«treme, and to the intending emigrant an invaluable iostructor. As may be expected ftom 
a aclentlfie band, tbe snbjeet of gold digging undergoes a tborougb manipulation. Mr. 
Lancelot dwells with minuteness on the several indications, stratificationay varietlea of eoiV 
and methods of working, experience has pointed out, and offers a perfect mannril of the new 
craft to the adventurous settler. Nor has he neglected to provide him with information as to 
the sea voyage, and all its accessories, tbe commodities most in request at the antipodes, and 
« general Tiew of aodal waata, fimlly management, ftc, aoebaa a shrewd and olwervant 
counsellor, aided by old resident authorities, can afford. As a guide to the auriferous retina, 
as well as the paetoral aolUndes of Awstraliii, the work to unsnrpasaed."— G/ote. 

A LADrS VISIT TO THE GOLD DIGGINGS OF 

AUSTRALIA. By MRS. CLACY. 1 vol. 10s. Cd. 

" The most pithy aod entertaining of all tbe books that have been written on the gold, 
diggings." — Literary Gazette. 

"Mrs. Clacy'a book will be read with conaiderable inteieat, and not wtthout peoftt. 
Her statementa and advice will be most useflil among her own aex."— JMemsMi. 

" Mrs. Clacy teUs bar story well. Her book is the most grapbte account of the diggillfB 
and the gold country in general that to to be had»**-~J)a^New9, 

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF AUSTRALIAN UFK 

By MRS. CLACY. Author of " A Lady's Visit to the Gold Diggings." 
2 vols, post 8to. 2l8. 

** In these Tolnmea Mra. Clacy has presented life ia Australia tn all Ita ▼arled aspects. 

An tntlmote acquaintance with the country, nnd with the circumstances In which Settleis and 

emigrants liiid themselves, has enabled the writer to impart to her narrative a chfxrnrter of 
truthfulness and life-like animation, which renders ihem no less instructive tbau charming. 
Tlie booit to throughout exceedingly attractive."— Jo/m Bull. 

** While affording amusement to the general reader, these 'Lights and Sliadows of 
Anatrallan Life,* are full of uscAil bints to Intending emigrants, and will convey to friends at 
borne acceptable information aa to the country where so many now have friends or lelatlTes." 

—■Literary Oaxette. 
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MI TRAVELS; OB, AN UNSENTIMENTAL JOUB- 

NET THROUGH FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, AND ITALY. Bf 

CAPTAIN CHAMIER. 3 vote, post 8vo. Sit. 6d. 

*' Thit woric win be mm to obteln general perusal— «■ mh IsMUgt iit» as lotemUag^ and 
abofft aU« aa baoMt prodnetion, bf a dtaervedtf popular writer.*'— OAMrver, 

TRAVELS IN EUROPEAN TUSKE7: THROUGH 

Bosnia, Sbrvia, Bulgaria, Macioomia, Rovkblia, ALBAinA« avd 
Epieds i WITH A Visit to Grbbcb avd tbb Iokian Ibkbs, and a Homb- 
WABD Tour TBSovGa Hukgabt akd tbb Sglatonian Pbotivcbb or 
Austria ok thb Lowbr Danubb. B7 EDMUND SPENCER, Esq. 
Author of "Travels in G&cassit," etc. Second and Cheaper Edition, in 
2 Tols. Sto., with lUustiations, and a Yaloable Map of European Tnthey 
from the most recent Charts in the possession of the Anitrian and Turkish 
Governments, revised by the Author, IBs. 

"These important volumes describe tome of those couDtries to which pubiic attention 
la BOW more partkularly directed: Tbrkey, Greece, Hnagary, and Anatrla. The author baa 
glY«iiaf a most Interesting picture of the Turkish Empire, its weaknesses, and the embat. 

rassmeuts from which it is now suffering, its finariLial difficnltles, the discontent of Its 
Christian, and the turbulence of a ^reut portion of its ^^fohnmine !an siibji^cts. We cordially 
recommend Air. Spencer's valuable and iuttirL'i>i,ing volumes to tiie atteutiuu of the reader."^ 

A TOTTB OF INQUIBT THBOUGH FRANCE AND 

ITALY, UlttStlstbg their Present Social, Political, and Religious 
Conditiok. fiy EDMUND SPENXEll, Esa., Author of "Travels in 
European Turkey," " Cireassia," &c. 2 vols, post 8vo. 2l8. 

** Mr. Spencer has travelled through France and Italy, with the eyes and feelinpi of a 
Protestant philosopher. His volumes contain much valuable matter, luauy judicious remarks, 
and a great deal of owfUl Information.**— Jfonijii|r CknmiaU* 

ARCTIC MISCELLANIES, A SOUVENIR OF THE 

LATE POT AR SEARCH. By the OFFICERS and SEAMEN of the 
EXPEDlTluN. Dedicated by permission to thk Lords of th* 
Admiralty. Second Edition. 1 vol., with numerous Illustrations. 

" This volume Is not the least Interesting or instrnctlve among the records of the late 
expedition in search of Sir .fohn Franklin, commanded by Captain Austin. The most 
valuable portions of the book are those which relate to the scientific and practical obser^'ations 
made In the coutae of the expedition, and the deacrlptlons of wemefj and Incident* of arette 
travel. From the variety of the materiali» and the novelty of the accoea and luddenta to 
which they refer, no less thnn the interest which attaches to all that relates to the prohahl* 
safety of Sir John l-'ranklin and his companions, the An tic Mi«?c»'!!nnies forms a very 
readable booit, and one that redounds to the honour ui the national character."— JAe Times. 
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FOREST LIFE IN CEYLON. BY W. KNIGHTON, 

fonnerly St cRETART to the Ceylon Bjrakch Koyal Asiatic Sotauerr* 
Second Editiou, 2 \oh. po^t 8vo. 2 Is. 

" A very clever and nmuaing book, by one ivbo hiis lived as a planter and journaUst many 
years iu Ceyloo. The work is filled with interesting accounts of ibe sports, resources, pr(^ 
4acUont, wotuaj, «nd tiwlltloiw ci the laUml. Tlit iportlng adTViitiirM are narrated Id * 
vtnr eptritcd nauiier.*^— $l«MtenC 

** W* hem not met witb a more dellghtftil book fur along tine paat.*'— Xil. Hov. 

** We have no recollection of n more interegting or instructive worlc on Ceylon and the 
Cingalese than that which Mr. Kiiigttton has just given to tbe world. It displays a great deal oi 
•entenen and tagadty In tta otwervatkm of nea and maantni and eontalnea Taet dMl of 
nseful information on topics, historical, politlcalp and oosuncrcUl, and baithtchata of ft 
fluent and gra|>hic style."— Jformnjr Post* 



TBOPICAL SKETCHES; OR, REMINISCEKCES OP 

AN INDIAN JOURNALIST. BY W. KNIGHTON, MUL, Attthmr of 
Forest Life in Ceylon." 2 vols, post 8to. 218. 

** When Mr. Knighton's plen«!nnt volumes on Ceylon were published* we freely gave his 
publication the p»is« which it appears to have well deserved, since another edition has been^ 
oalledfor. Amongst the wrftersoftheday,we1mowof none who are morefelldtoasin hitting olT 

with an amusing accunicy, the characters he has met with, and his descriptive powers ure firsfc- 
nte. Talce his Sketches up and open where you wiilj he touches upon topics of varied 
nature — now political, anon historical or commev^lp Interspersed with traits of society and 
manners, every page teeming with infoffmatton, eoaiblned with lively detail. His style, indeed, 
1r eminently attractive. There ia no wwaritiess comes over the resuinr ^v- th r. Knii'hton's 
wuri; betore him — all is vivucity. Ihe Irupical Hketch^s couiaiiis ihe result ut the author'^ 
eaperlenee la the East in variooa capacities, but he ia chiefly at home when he enters upon 
tile narrative of his mission as H i(v!rn:ilist. His revelations of his labours in an educational 
capacity, are highly amusing, and there is an added charm to the volumes that (he impreaa 
of fldellty la stamped on every page. In short, Tropteal SAvldkee may ho eet down aa the wovk 
of a nmn of education and refinement, gifted with a keen observation for all that is passing 
around him j sttch a publication cannot fail iu being both amusing and inatructive."— <S«n4fc9 
Timet, 



FIVE YEARS IN TEE WEST INDIES. BY CHARLES 

W. DAY, Esa. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21s. 

"It would be unjust to deny the vigour, brilliancy and vnried interest of this work, the 
abundant st<|r«s of anecdote andincident, and the copious Uelaii of local habits and pecuiiarilies 
Is oodi Island vlaltfld In saeoeadon.**— Gloic 



TRAVELS IN INDIA AlU) KASmilR. BY BARON 

SCHONBERG. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21s. 

"This account of a Journey through India and Kashmir will be read with considerable 
interest. Whatever came iu his way worthy of record the author committed to writing, and 
the result is an entertaining and inatruetiVO miscellany of Information on the country, itt 
eiiniate. its natural production, its history and ;u!ti<{>ittie^ uid the ^anctcr* the ratt|^ll 
and the social condition of its iiUiabltanta." — JohnMuii, 
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THE WANI)£BEB IN AAABIA. BYG. T.LOWTH, 

Esq. 2 yob. post 8vo. with Illuitratioiis. 21>. bonnd. 

*' An excellent book, pervaded by a healtby enthusiasm, novel and varied in to Inddeet^ 
yieturesque in it? descriptions, and running over with human interest." — Sun, 

'* Mr. t.ovvth hat* shown himself in these volumes to be an intelUgeut traveller, a keen 
t^unw of nature, and an aceonaplithed artiat. Hie general reader will find In hit deacrip* 
tions of his wcuidering» in Arabia, and among the mott interesting monumenia nf aid 
Ghiiatian londi, a great deal that cannot fall to interest and nmttae binu—Poti, 

EIGHTEEN YEARS ON THE GOLD COAST OF 

AFRICA; inci>voimg an Aocovnt ov tbs NArrvn Tribbs, and. thbw 
ZMTSRcouRSK WITH EuBOPBANS. Bf BRODIE CRUIGKSHANK, Mbmbir 
OF THB Lboislativb CouKCiL, Cafb Coast Castls. 2 volt, post 8vo, 2l8» 

"This is one of the most Interesting works that ever yet came into our bands. It 
pnaaeMea the charm of introducing us to habits and mannert of the human family of which 
befbre we had no conception. M ra. Beeeher Stowe'a work fata. Indeed, made ua all fhmlllsr 

with the deercL of intelligence and the disposition of the transplanted African ; bat U hm 
been reserved to Mr. Cruickshank to exhibit the childreu of Ham in their original state, and 
to prove, as Ma work provei to demonitntlon, that, by the extension of a knowledge of the 
Gospel, and by that only can the African be brought within the pale of civiUzution. We 
smxiotisly desire to direct public attention to a work ho vahiahle. An inciriontr.l episode in 
the work is an alfectiug narrative of the death of the git ieU Letitia Elizabeth Landon (L. £. L.) 
written a ft w nonthe after her fluiriac« with Governor Maclean.**— Stoidanf, 

EIGHT YEARS IN PALESTINE, SYEIA, AND ASIA 

MINOR. By F. A. NEALE, Esa., Late Attach kp to the Consular 
Service in Syria. Second Edition, 2 vols, with liiustratioas, 21s. 

"A very agreeable l>ook. Mr. Neale is evidently quite familiar with the Ka«t, and writes 
lit n Urdy, ahrewd, and cood^hnmonred nianncr. A great deal of Inlbnaation la to be fovad 
In lito pa^*'— AeiMiim. 

EHABTOUM AND THE NILES. BT 6E0BGE MELLT, 

Eso. Second Edition. 2 voh. with Maps and lUortratioiis, 218. 

" Kr. MeUy la of the aame aehool of travel aa the author of * EStben.' Hie book 

altogether is very agreeable, comprising, main n.tF>IIigent Illustrations of the relatinr ^ now 
aabsisting between the Governments uf the Sultan and the Pacha, and exceedingly graphic 
iketchea of Khartoum, Cairo, th e Pyramida, the PlainonnMAicakdieCatainelib Ac."— AnmlMr. 

TKAVELS IN BOLIVIA; WITH A TOUR ACROSS 

THE PAMPAS TO BUENOS AYRES. BY L. HUGH DE BONNELI.of 
Her Britannic Majesty's Legation. 2 Tois. post 8vo. 21«. 

"Mr. Dunelii's official position gave him great opportunities of observation, and be has 
ftimished us with a very interesting and amusing book of travels respecting a country whose 
political and commercial Importance la becoming every day more obTtona.**— Ofiiamr* 

THE ANSYREEH AND ISMAELEEH : A VISIT TO 

THE SECRET SECTS OF NORTHERN SYRIA. BY THE REV. S. 
XjYDE, M.A., Late Chaplain at Bey&qut. 1 yol* lOs. 6d. 
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SAM SLICE'S NEW WOBK, NAXUBE AND HUMAN 

MATURE. 2 voU. poit 8yo. 248. 

•* Since Sam Slick's first worli he has written nothing so fresh, racy, and genuinely 
hnmormu as this. Every line of it tells 80iii« way or other j instructively, satirically. 
Jocosely, or wittily. Atlmiratioi) nt Snrn's mature talents, and laughter at his droU yams, 
eoostantly alternate, as with uuhalting avidity we peruse these last volumes of his. They 
eoodalof n CbapteiVi eacb coDtalnlDs a tale, a aketeh, or aa adventaic. In every one of 
then, the Cloekaiaker ptovea Idmaelf the fattest ttme UUer a-f^f.'*— (Mecre«r. 



SAM SLICK'S WISE SAWS ANB MODERN 

INSTANCES ; or, What hb Said» Dip, or Inybntkp. Second Edition. 
2 Tola, poat 8vo. 21s. 

We do not fear to predict that these delightful volumes will be the most popular, as 
beyoDd doubt, they are the best, ofallJudKe Hulihurton*s admirable worl<s. The * Wise 
Saw3 and Modem Instances* evince powers of imagination and expression far beyond what 
even his former publications could lead any one to ascribe to the author. We have, it is true 
long been fluntller with hie quidiit humour and racy narrative, but the volumee before na 

n 1 iftier range, and are so rich in fun and good sense, tliat to ofTer an extract as a 
sample would be an lojustice to author and reader. It is oue of the pleasuntest booka we 
ever read, and we earnestly rvconmend H.**'—Stand9ri. 

"The book before us will be read and laughed over. Its quaint and racy dialect will 
pleaee iome xeadera— its abundance of yams wtH amuse otheis. There la aoneOkig in the 
volumea to suit readers of every homour."'— IMeMtim, 

**The humour of Sam Slick is inexhanstlble. He is ever and everywhere a welcome 

visitor } smiles greet his appmnrh, and wit and wisdom hang upon his tongue. The present 
is altogether a most edifying production, remarkable alike for its racy humour, its sound 
lihtloeophy, tlie felldty ct ite lituetrations, and the delicacy of Ite satire. We promise our 

readers a great treat from tTie perusal of thp^.- ' Wise Saws and Tklodern Instances,' which 
ooatalu a world of |)ractical wisdom, and a treasury of the richest fun." — Morning PosL 



THE AMERICANS AT HOME; OR, BYEWAYS 

BACKWOODS, AND PRAIRIES. Edited by the Author of "SAM 
SLICK." 3 vols, post 8vo. 31s. 6il. 

"In the pictnresqne delineation of character, and the felicitous portraiture of national 
fssitures, no writer of the present day equals Judge Ualiburton. 'The Americans at Home ' 
will not be lees popular than any of his previous woriis."— Peel. 

TRAITS OF AMERICAN HUMOUR. EDITED BY 

the Aatbor of SAM SLICK." 3 vols, post 8to. 31s. 6d. 

" No man has done more than the facetious Judfe Hallburton, through the mouA of 

the in'nutable 'Sani,' to rnnk-f the old parent country recopnize nnd j»^eci•lt^« her qneer 
trauaullaatic progeny. His prc&eut collection of comic stories and laughable traits is a 
bndfet of fun Itoll of rich specimeos of American humour."— GMe. 

POEMS. BY SOPHIA MILLIGAN. i vol. post Svo. 



« 
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THE DEAMAnC WORKS OF MARY RUSSELL 

MITFORD. Author irf" OnrVfllBge/' Atherton," &e. 2 vote, port 
^th Portrait of the Author and other lUnttntioiia. 2l8. 

" We recommend Miss Mitford's dntttM bMrttlir to all by whom they are aakiunnk A 

nore gTflcefal nddition could not be made to any collection of dramatic works." — Blackwood. 

** Miss Uitford has collected lato one chaplet the laurels gathered in her prime of authoi- 
shlp, and aht bas ^Tvn it to the world with a graceful and loving letter of lenHilf cence and 
henediction. Laid by the idde of the volume of dramatic works of Jeenne Balllie, these 
volumes suffer no disparagement. This i'^ high jiraise, and it is well deserved.*' — Athenaeum* 

" Miss Mitford's plays and dramatic scenes form very delightful reading." — Exuminer. 

'* The high repututiou which Miss Mitford has acquired as a dramatist will insura a 
be«r^ weloome to tfali collected edlUon of ber dnmetic «orke."'-JoJbi BtM, 

THE MONABCHS OF THE MAIN; OB, ASVEN- 

TUBES OF THE BUCCANEERS. By GEORGE W. THORNBURY, 
Eso. 3 vols. poBt 8to. 

*' An unwritten pa^'e of the world's history is not to be met with every day. The author 
of tbeee volumes haa discovered one, and has supplied the deficiency. The deeds of altci* 
Bate vlolenoe and berafam of tbe wild adventurere, who eoon after the discpvery of America, 
started forth in search of plunder, and sometimes of territorial conquest— now sweeping the 
main with their piratical vessels — now surprising and sacking some rich and flourishing 
town— now fortifying themselves in some strong isiand-hold, where they could bid defiance 
to « world in arms agtfnet them— fonn die aulijeet of a narrative rich in variety of incident, 
and replete with striking exhibitions of iifp and character. To the lorer of mnritiroe ad- 
venture, these uages offer a fund of iuiiuite amusement, doubly attractive from the novelty 
of tbetbeme. ^JohnButi. 

DABIEN; OB^THEMEBCEANTrBINCE. BTELIOT 

WARBURTON. Second Edition. 3 vols, post Bvo. 

"The scheme for tbe eolonisation of Darien by Scotchmen, and tbe opening of a com- 
mnnication between the East and West ncross the Isthmus of Panama, furnishes the founda- 
tion of this Btory, which is in all respects worthy of the high reputation which the author of 
tbe * Creseent and tbe Croie* bad already made fbr blmselH Tbe early biat<nry of tbe * If ercbani 
Prince' introduces the reader to the condition of Spain under the Inquisition j the pr rtraitures 
of Scottish life which occupy a prominent place iu the narrative* are full of spirit ; the scenes 
In America exhibit the state of tbe natives of the New World at that period ; tbe darlnerdeeda 
of the Buccaneers supply a most romantic element in the story ; and an additional interest 
is infused into it by the introduction of the various celebrated characters of the period, such 
as Law, the French financier, and Fatenon, the founder of the Bank of England. Alt these 
Taried iasredients are treated with that lyrilliancy of style and powerful descriptive t«tent» bf 
which the pen of Eliot Warburton was so eminently diatioguished."— JoAit Bull, 

THE AUTOBIOGHAPHY OF A MISSIONARY. BY 

THE REV. J. P. FLETCHER. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21s. 

" We conscientiously recommend this book, as well for its amusing character as tor 
the spirit It displays of earnest piety."— 5#aiMlard. 

SCENES FBOM SGBIFTUBE. BY THE BEV. 6« 

CROLY,LL.D. 10b. 6d. 

"Eminent In every mode of literature, Dr. Croly stands, in our judgment, first among 
tbe living poets of Great Britain— the only man of our day entitled by his power to venture 
witbin tbe sacred circle of religious povU.**— Standard, 

** An edotMle addMon to (he Ubrary of reUgloiw llunlUct.>WeAii JMI. 
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FAMILT BOMAMCE; OR, DOMESTIC ANNALS OF 

THE ARISTOCRACT. BY SIR BERNARD BURKS, ULsna Kivo ow 
Arms. 2 Tola, post 8vo. 2Ib. 

Among the many other interesting legends and romantic family histories com- 
prised in these volumes, \viin>R fonnri the following :~-The wntulerful narrative 
of Maria Stella, Lady Newborongli. who claimed on such strong evidence to be 
a Princess of the House of Orleau:», and disputed the identity of Loui:> Philippe— 
The stoiy of the humble mairiage of the beautifbl Countess of Strathmore, and 
i!ie sufferings and fate of her only child — The Leaders of Fashion^ from Grainont 
to D'Orsay — The rise of the celebrated Baron Ward, now Prime Minister at 
Parma — The curious claim to the Earldom of Crawford — The Strange Vicissitudes 
of our Great Families, replete with the most romantic details — The story of the 
Kiikpotricks of Closebom (the ancestors at the French Empress), and the le- 
Eiarkable tradition associated with them — The Legend of the Larobtons — The 
verificat ion in our own time of the famous prediction as to the Earls of Mar- 
Lady Ogilvy's escape — The Beresford and Wynjard ghost stories correctly told — 
fte. Ike. 

" It were Imponlble to jirelee too Ugbly ai s wovk of anraeemcnt tbeoe two moet 

tereiting volumes, whether we should have regard tu its excellent plan or its not lets e»> 
ceilent execution. 'The volumes are just what ought to be found ou every drawing-room table. 
Here yon have nearly fifty captivating romances with the pith of all their interest preserved 
ia undiminished poigmiicy, and any one may be read in half an hour. It is not the least of 
their merits that rhf mm;inr*»9 htp founded on fact — nr what, at lonst, has been handed down 
for truth by loug tradition — aud the romance ot reality far exceeds the romance uf fiction. 
Saeh atory Is told In the clear, nnaffected style wltb which the •uthoT'e'^fliniicr works 
bave made the public familiar, while they afford evidence of the vrtlue, even to a work of 
amusement, of that historical and genealogical learning that may justly be expected of the 
antlKir of * The Peerage.' **— Stoiuhnt. 

*' Tlie mrj reading for tea-side or frns-slde In onr hoars of Idliiis88."<— iUAemnMi. 



THE ROMANCE OF THE FOEUM; OR, NARRA- 

TIVES, SCENES, AND ANECDOTES FROM COURTS OF JUSTICE. 
SECOND SBRIBS. BY PBTBR BURKB, Bso., of tbe Inner Temple, 
Barriater*tt-Law. 8 vols, post 8vo. 218. 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS Lord Grichtonli Revenge— The Great Dongles 
Cause— Lord and Lady Kinnaird — Marie Delorme and Her Uushand— The 

Spectral Treasnrc — >Tnrdcrs in Inns of Court — Matthieson the Forger — Trials 
that c<>tablish< <1 the Illegality of Slavery — The Lover Higliwayman — The 
Accusing Spirit — ike Aiioruey-Cieueral of the Reigu of Terror — Eccentric 
OccwKnces in the LaW'-Adventnresaes ot Pretended Rank — ^The Courier of 
Lyons— General Sarrazin's Bigamy— The Ebtiee Mnrder— Count Bocan&6 and 
bis ^ tfe — Professor Webster, &C 

"We have no hesitRtion in recommending this, as one of the BKMt intereettog fpoiks 
tbet have been lately given to the public.*'— jlfornm^ Chronicle, 

** The favour H-ith which the Qrst series of this publication was received, has induced 
Mr. Burke to extend hfe leeeercheo, wbteh be hae done erith great indgnent. The tncldente 
formi'it,' the gnhject of the gecond series are ns extrncrd!nnry in every respect, as those which 
eybtained so high a meed of celebrity for the first. Some of the tales could scarcely be beileved 
t» be founded to faet, or to be recorda of erenM that bare sUrtled the world, were th«r« not 
the incontpstnble evidenr? which Mr. Bttrk* htS tttabUehod tO piOTO that thff hftft 
aettuUlf happeoed."— Jtfefsen^er, 
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BY MRS- 
GERTRUDE; 

Or, family pride ."^vo!?!. 

•*A wonderfully interesting and original 
novel." — Herald. 
** HrUUAui and full of incident.*'— /M/jr 

The ptiblicatlon of this work wHI add 
to Mrs. Trollope*! high rcpuuiiou as a 

lue ak d A DYEimntES 

OF A diEYEB WOUAK. 

•■The • Clever Wonui! J ' of the same 
class with the * Vicar ot Wrexbiil,' and 
* Widow Bamaby.' No penon can fUl to 
ba amiitad bf il."— Mie. 



TROLLOPE. 

UHCLE WALTER. 

Svola. 

Uocle Walter* is an exceedingly en- 
tertaining novel. It assures Ura. Tkollope 
more than cwr in her position aa oua of 
the ablest fiction wrltaia of tha di^.**— 

Morning Post, 

THE TOUHa HEIBJiSa 

STola. 

" The knowledge of the world which 
Mrs. TroUope possesses in so eminent a 
dasrea la atvongly evblbliad In tba pagaa 
of (bla QOfeL**— CMaerMT. 



BY MRS. 

KAMMON; OR, THE HARD- 
SBIPS OF KKIRKSa 

S vola. 

'*The most lively and entertalnlaff 

novel airs. Gore baa yat wiitfan."— 

Literari/ Gazette. 

"Mr^. Gore has not ] rnduced a more 
clever, sparicling and auiusiug novel than 
* KtLmmtm.***— Critic, 

" In the novel of ' Mammon/ the style 
of Mrs. Gore is as buoyant* rapid* and 
potnCad aa Qanal«"—j^#a/oi'« 



GOB,£. 

TE£ SEAN'S DAUQEISB • 

S vols. 

*' One of the best of Mrs. Gore's 
atories. The volumes are strewed with 
smart and sparkling epigram." — Chronicle. 

HtOGBESS ft FSEJUDICE. 

3 vols. 

*' Tbia entertaining and devtr novel 
la not to be analyaed* bat to be pralaed« 
■nd that emphattcaUy.**— AwMiiiur. 



BY THE AUTHOR OF 

LILLIESIiBAF. 

Bbino thb Concli;dino Series op 
"FAsaAOBa in tn* Lira or Una. Majr* 
OASnr If AfTLAiro.** 

"The concluding series of passages In 
the * Life of Mrs. Margaret Uaitland' la, 
to our thinlcing. superior to the begin- 
ning; and this we talte to be ubout the 
nuiat satiafactory compliment we can pay 
tbe auUkoreaa. There is a vein of atnpla 
good sense and pious feeling mnofng 
throughout* for which no raadw can ftui 
to ba tha better.**— JMoMsimi. 

MAGDALEN HEPEURiDJ; 
A aoroATorvn MumaM EBFOBHAiioit. 
Svota. 

*** Magdalen Hepburn will sustain ti e 
reputation which tbe aathor of ' Murgaret 
Haltland' has acquired. It is a well 
prepared and carefully executed picture 
of the society and state of manners in 
Scotland at the dawn of th. Keiorma- 
tloo. John Knox ia auccessiuily drawn^' 



MARGARET MAITLAND. 

HABBY KXtlB. 

Sbcono Edition. Z vote* 

"We prefer 'Harry Muir* to moit of 
the Scottish novels that have appeared 
since Gait's domestic stories. This new 
tale, by the author of ' Margaret Malt- 
land** la a ftal picture of the weakness of 
man's nature and the depths of womnn's 
kindness. The narrative, to repeat, our 
pr.iisf, is not one to be entered on or 
pnrd'd from without our regard for lla 
writer being increased." — Athentmm. 

" In this work the brilliant jfro- 
mise afforded by ' Margaret Maitiui^d ' 
has been fully Ci^Iiseii, und now there 
can be no question that, for graphic pio> 
tures of Scottish life, the author la eft* 
titled to be ranked second to i.one anKHDg 
modem writers of fiction."— fa/. Jiier, 

ADAM GRAEME, 

OF MOSSGRAY. 3 vols. 

*' A story nwaitening b'tiju.ue triK ik^ns 
of interest and delight by its ndiDrai 
pictures of Scottiab life and scenery."— 
JPaaf* f 
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BACHEL G&AT. 

By JrnA Kavanaoh, 
Author of "Natualik," &c. 1vol. 

Rachel Gray i» a charming and touch- 
Ing story, narrated with grace and skill. 
No one can read the story and not fe«l 
a good Influence from it. The characters 
are vigorously sketched, atul have a Hfe- 
Uke reality about them. We heartily re. 
oommend thia story, and shall r^oice 
when Miss Kavanagh will give OS an« 
other equally ^aod.'^—Athetueum, 

LADY WILLOUGHBY; 

Ua, THE DOUBLE IIABBIAOB, 
Bf Mb9. La Tovchb. 8 vols. 

*'An exceedingly brilliant norel. Full 
of interest."— CAramc/e 

THE HOUSE OF ELMOEE ; 

A FAMTLT UISTORV. H VOlS. 

"A splendid production. The story, 
cOBcelfed with great skill, is worked out 
•n n «(iicceB5ion of powerful portraiturea, 
aiid 01 soul-stirring scenea.**— BWf. 

MILLICENT; 

Or, the TBIALS OP LIFE. 

By fhe Antbor of "Th« Citkatb o» 

O^BSTOM.** 8 vols. 

"This novel is one of the most beaoti- 
fallv-written and powerfully-concdTed 
works that haa ever eome under oor no- 

PERCY BLAKE: 

Ott, THE YOUNG Kii?LEMAN. 
By Caft. BAmit- 8 TOla. 
"A highly entertaining story, which 
presents a graphic picture of mUiUry Ufa 
In all its varied aspects."— ^i** , 

A capital novel, of the ' Charles 
<rMalley ' achool, foil of dashing adven- 
ture, vdtb acenea of real history cleverly 
introdurt d in the narrative."— (^nz. 

THE WIFE'S TRIALS. 

" ' The Wife's Trials ' deserves to be a 
successful novel, for it Is one of the most 
spirit '1 ar.fl amusing we have read for a 
Look time. The interest i» sustained wltli- 
oot aaggiog 10 the wr iMt P«B«."^ 

PHILIP COURTENAY. 

By Loud Wim jam Lennox. 3 vols. 
••A lively and entertaining novel.**— 

THS 8EGBET HIAERIAGE. 

Or, CONTRASTS IN LIFE. 
By Miss Fannt WiLLiA.vs. vols. 

"A deeply interesting and churmiug 
DOveL**— CAroiuele. 



TTTTil LADY OF FASHION. 

By the Author of 
"Thb History of a Fubt," Ac. 8to1«, 
♦•A striking picture of social existence. 
The story has the merit of originality, and 
talent has stamped it with m andeolable 
impress, lb.' field chosen is not a new 
one, but the vigorous descriptions, the 
bHIliant touches, and the life-like por- 
traits tanpart lustre to its pages ''—Sun, 

CUB OWN STO&Z. 

By Skmn-a T^rviinRT. 
Author of "LiFK i\ SwiiDKN." 8 vola. 

OLIVE HASTINGS. 

By Mrs. Parry. S vols. 

USTACE CONYERS. 

By Jamsb Hahwat, Bs4. 8 vols, 

** Mr. Hanoay*s ablest* wlaestt aad 
roaturest work." — Athetuewn, 

"A capital naval story, with aUrrlng 
adventures and well-drawn charactera.**— 

Lit. Gaz. 

WOMAN'S DEVOTION. 

"A remarkable novel, both for the con- 
atraetlon of the story, and the depth and 
accuracy of Ita delineation of character.— 

Daily Neum, 

THE HEIRESS OP 
HAUGHTON. 

By tlia Author of *■ Emilia WTirDRAH.** 

*« There is enough in Mrs. TtTai Irs new 
novel to justify the fame she has gained as 
one of the mostorlglnal and pathetiewiltefs 
offiction in modern d v^. In eloouenceaod 
sentiment the wori; may vie with her beat 
tales.*'— TAe Press. 

DISPLAY. . 

By the Hon. Mrs. Maberi.y. 3 vols. 
' "Thta tale ia a most attractive one, 
with the great merit of highly-finlahcd 

social portraiture " T' ' Pr -ss. 

THE NEXT DOGE 
NEIGHBOURS. 

By llmSi Oascoione. Author of **Tniiit* 

TATIOM, &C. 3 vols. 

"The author haa successfully po»- 

trnyed the manners of the day In one of 
the best novels that have lately appeared." 

THE JEALOUS WIPE. 

ByMissPAwooB. 8 vols. 

" A talc of preat power. As an author 
of fiction. Miss Pardoe has never done 
anything better than thla w«ffk.'*'->OfoA«. 

THE PBIESrS NIECE. 

By Author <tf " Liomtt DjanauBSV.** 8 t. 
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OOirSTAKCE HEBBEBI. 

By Geraldinb J>«r«BvRT. 
Autbor of ** Mabian WtTBXBS," Ac, 3 

"A powerful, bigUy iDtertttiBg lutrnu 

tive."— Times. 

** ' Conntance Herbert'* ii a poem la lit 
beaaty and Us lofty purpoie} a romance 
la Its variety and nudnation. Tbetaie, 

aa a talc, Is deeply interesting, full of 
quiet pathos, and a culm and beautiful 
morality. It will be read with rare plea- 
sure aud remembered with healthful Inte- 

OAKLEIGH I^IASCOTT. 

By L. HofTS. 
Dedicated to Professor Aytoun. 2 vols. 

••A very clever romauce. The style 
throughout ia flaent aad forcible.** — Potf. 

HEEJBEPwT LAKE. " 

By tbe Author of** Aima HinAAt,** 8 

"A cleverly written tale from the pen 
of the talented author of ' Anae Dysart.* 
While administering largely to the enter- 
t^nment of the re i ier, the Author has 
added to a welUearued reputation."— JoAn 

TEE TOUN G HUSBAin). 

By Ubi. Grey. Author of "Thb Gam- 

BLKR*9 WiPB,*' &C. 3 VOIb. 

"In this fascinating novel Mrs. Grey 
has mrpassed her former productions, 
talented and powerful as they were."— 

John Dull. 

THE CUBATE OF OVEEIOIT. 

3 vols. 

"A powerfully written story, the cha. 
racters and incidents of which are por. 
trayed with great ikllL"— JoAis Butf, 

Vim. 

By Mas. J. B. Dai.btm»b. 
Dedicated to Sir E. Bulwer Lyttoo. 2 toIi. 

*'An excellent novel. Mrs. Dalrymple 

paints society in its true colours. We 
congratulate her upon a production 
'\h; :i displays such high purpose, 
wrought out with so much ability." — Fott, 

MATHEW PAXION. 

Edited by tlie Author of JoHM Dbay- 
TON," " AlUBFOBD," &C. 6 VOls. 

"*H!athE>\v Paxton ' bears a strong 
generic resemblance to those clever stories 
'John Druyton ' and ' Ailieford,' and 
awakens in the perusal a kindred gratlh- 
catloa."— Pofl. 



BEGINALD LYUE. 

By Hiss Pabdob. Sr. 

" An e.Tcellent novel, containing a great 
variety of well-drawn charactors* and 
keeping up the iaterest af tha reader la 
the last pagt.*'—illtet. 

FLOBEirCE, 
THE BEAITTIFXJIb 

ByA.BAILUBC0CaBAKB,ESQ. 3v. 

THE HOSES. 

By the Author of '* Tbb Fubv." 8 

"'The Roses ' displnvs, with the polhh 
ahvuys attending a later work, all the 
talent which appeared in *TheFUrt,* aad 
* The MancBovriag Mottaar.**'-^<mMM. 

KABTSEAHAH. 

By Mas. Gbbt. 3 vols. 

Fq^mi to any former aovel by its 

&\xlhor."—AtheTi£tum. 

AUBREY. 

By the Author of '« Emilia Wyvdhais.** 

"This novel is worthy of the aathov's 
icptttatioii."^£ilerary Ga»Hle. 

AILIErOKD. 

By fhe Aiitbet- of •' John Drayton." 3 v. 

"'Aiaefi»rd* is the biography of the 

clever wr'tfr of 'John Drayton.' It is a 

deeply iBierLsUi L: iii[e."~IiritanHia. 

CONFESSIONS 
OF AN ETONIAN. 

By the Hon, C, Uowcbo*"x. 3 vols. 

CREWE RISE. 

By John C. Jkapt'rk*?o.v. 3 volg. 

EDWARD WILLOUafiBY. 

By the Author of "Thk DisciruMB or 

i.tFK." :< vo!h. 

. THE SECRET HISTORY 
OF A HOUSEHOLD. 

By the Anthiir of 
"AucB Wkn'twortu." 3 vols. 

ALICE WENTWORTH. 

3 vols. 

"This novel reminds us of the tales by 
Lady Scott, which had power and patlios 
enough to get a hearing and keep a place, 
even though Lister, Ward, and Bulwer 
were all in the fiel !, with their manly 
experiences of moderu life and society." — 
Atk«tunm» 
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THB ARMY AND THB NAVY, 



COLBUESTS UNITED SERVICE MAGAZINE, AND 

NAVAL AND MILITARY JOURNAL. Published on the first of every 

moiiili, price 3s. Gd. 

This popular periodical, which has now been established a quarter of a century, 
embraces subjects of such extensive variety aud powerful iutere&t as must render 
it seiredy leM aooq»table to readers in general than to the memben of those pro* 
fessions for whose use it is more particularly intended. Independently of a suc- 
cession of Oric-inal Papers on innumerable interesting subjects, Personal Nar- 
ratives, Historical Incidents, Correspondence, etc., each number comprises 
Biographical Memoirs of Eminent Officers of all branches of service, Reviews of 
New Publications, either immediately relaliog to the Army or Navy, or involving 
subjects of utility or interest to tlie members of eitlier, full Reports of Trials 
by Courts Martial, Distribution of the Army nru! Navy, General Orders, Circulars, 
Promotions, Appointments, Births, Marriages, Obituary, etc., with all the Naval 
and Military Intelligence of the month. 



OPINIONS OW THS PRBSI. 

"This Is confcMedly o&« of the ablest and most attractive pcriodltabi of wUch tht 
British press can bosst, pnastttlog a wide field of tnterlalnmeiit to the sawfsl as well as 
professional reader. The suggestloiis for the benefit of tiie two services are distlogvlshed 

by vigour of sense, acute and practical observation, an Hrdt'nt love of discipline, tempered by 
a bigb sense of Justice^ honour, and a tender regard for the welfare and com tort of our soldiers 
and seamen.**— fitsAs. 

" At the head of Uioss periodicals which Ihmlsb tiseful and valnable inlbmation to 
tbrir peculiar classes of readers, as well as amusement to the general body of the ptiblic, 
must be placed the ' TTnlted ^?ervice Magazine, and N ival and Military Journal,' It ntimbere 
among its contributors almost all those f.' illant iritg who have done no le-'i honour 
to their country by their swords than by their pens, and abounds with the most interesting 
disensdons on naval and military aiblrs» and stirrinc narratlm of desds of aims In al 
parts of the world. Krtry InfonnaUon of Ynlno and Interest to both the Servkee is culled 
with the greatest diligence from every availnble so'jrce, n;u! the correspondence of various 
distinguished officers which enrich its pages is a feature of great attractiou. In short* the 
* United Service Magazine' can be recommended to every reader who possess^ that attach* 
ment to his country which obonld make Um look widi the deepest Interest on Its naval and 
asUltary rssoaroei.**— dton* 

« Th;^ truly rmf ional perloficalli always fUl of the most valnabls matterfor profesrional 

men.*'— ji/ ru mp: ii i mid. 

** To military aud naval men, and to that class of readers who hover on the skirts of the 
Service^ and take a world of pains to fitform themselves <^ all the goings on, the modes and 
fashions, the movemente end adventures connected with ships and barracks, this peiloittcal 

is lndi9pensable. It is a repertory of inct^ rthI rntici=m3 — narratives of pnst experience, nnd 
fictions that are as good as if they were true — tallies and^ returns — new inventions and new 
books bearing upon the army and navy— correspondence crowded with iutelUgence— and 
snndiy unclaimed matters that lie fat close neighboturhoodivith the pnlleaiions»andcofitrllmto 
not* or loss to die stock of general naeAil information,**— Jf tea, 

HUB8T AKD BLACK£TT» PUBLISHEB8» 

SUCCESSORS TO HENRT COLBURN, 

iSy anSAT MARLBOROUGH 8TR££T. 
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